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Over the last year and half, we have all been living through 
one of the hardest times most of us have ever been through.

 With the pandemic still running wild across the world, we, 
in McDowell Media, have struggled to get content out for 
almost  two years. The video production team has been 
working tirelessly on the Trojan Today show, and our writing 
and editing staff has been working to produce a magazine for 
you, our readers. 

This year we have an almost completely brand new staff, 
who are as ready as ever to make content, write stories and 
take photos to present to the McDowell student body. 

It's been a  rough start because having to learn how to 
work together with a new set of people has a serious learning 
curve. It was hard to get going on a magazine with new 
people who hadn't learned the ins and outs of the process. 

We have finally put the work and effort in to bring you the 
first printed edition of The Trojan Voice since February 2020. 

This has been a long time coming and we are proud to 
bring our best to our readers after such a long time away. 

I know that the past two years have been pretty dark, and 
sometimes even scary. Working on The Trojan Voice has 
brought me some light and relief, as well as to my staff 
members. 

I hope we can bring you light in the darkness of the world. 
This month we bring you stores about fall, including   
pumpkin spice lattes, Thanksgiving history and festivities. We 
also bring you stories about the McDowell Mob, the 
transition between middle school and high school,  and how 
to save money as a high school student. We also have our 
first edition of our Fiction series. Stay tuned for a new  
chapter of this fiction story each month. 

Thank you for sticking by us, McDowell, we will work to  
stand by you.

Thank you for reading.  

Elizabeth Sutton
Editor-in-Chief
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Every time Carey Pados pulls into the parking lot at 

Starbucks, she knows her job will continue to help her 

reach her goals. 

Pados, a junior at McDowell, has been working at 

Starbucks since May 3, 2021. Her dream was to buy 

her own car, and she started saving her money in 

March. 

?I had a savings account, and you can keep it there 

and ignore it, so you don?t think about it,? she said.

Within four months, Pados could buy herself a 

2011 gold Ford Escape Limited that cost about 

$10,000. She said she could do this by disciplining 

herself to save most of her paychecks each week. If 

she had a paycheck that was $450, she would put 

$400 in the savings account and keep $50 in her 

checking that she could spend. In addition to saving 

since she was 13, she reached her goal quickly.

?It?s great to save money. You can learn how to be 

responsible,? Pados said.

Money 101

According to CNBC, most adults believe teens 

should be financially independent by 22, but only 24% 

are, and according to the Financial Educators Council 

website, they said from a survey of 1,309 people aged 

15-18, only 27.2% got scores over 70% on a financial 

test. They believe that teens don?t get enough 

knowledge of finance while in school. 

When teens get released into the real world and 

enter adulthood, most of them may be confused 

?Make sure most of your money goes into savings. 

This will help you avoid living from paycheck to 

paycheck,? she said.

Saving will not only help with any goals you have, 

but it?s also a way to maintain your money, especially 

after high school when student loans might build up.

?You should have money saved for college, and if 

you go and all these student loans build-up, it?s going to 

be hard to pay it back.?

If you want to go to college, another way to make it 

more affordable is by long-term scholarships. Olga 

Momot, a local certified public accountant, said, ?Try to 

get scholarships; scholarships are something that can 

make it cheaper to go to college.?

Vergotz also mentioned that you could go to 

community college or a technical school, find a job, 

save, and go to college later in life without going into 

crazy debt.

 

To Charge or  Not  t o Charge

One of the biggest questions teens wonder is how to 

pay for things, with cash, debit or credit? 

?When you use the cash, you?re just losing money to 

get what you need or want, but when you use a credit 

card, some companies offer cashback, and it will add up 

in the end,? Momot said.

But Vergotz warns that teens have to be careful with 

credit because its the easiest way to get into debt. 

?The biggest problem is young adults not being able 

to pay back their cards,? Vergotz said. ?Every kid at 18 

should open a card and pay it back every month; it will 

build up your credit score.? She suggested you open a 

credit card and then just leave it alone, but if you charge 

something, pay it off to a zero balance every month, 

which also helps build your credit score.

Int end t o Invest  

So you should save and plan your finances as soon 

as possible. It?s good to make sure that you are 

organized and follow a method to save to achieve your 

financial goals. Momot advises planning early because 

as you get older you might learn about new methods to 

try and you can switch back and forth for a bit. 

And a final tip, once you have your money 

management under control, is to invest. 

?If you invest, your money will grow,? Momot said. 

Money
What  t o do when you have some

By James Lobza

thinking about what they should do, who they can ask 

for help and how they can manage their money. 

Christine Korcinsky, an accounting teacher at 

McDowell, says that many teens buy things on impulse 

rather than need. One way to avoid doing this is 

limiting how much they spend. 

?It?s 50% on what you need, 30% on wants, and at 

least 20% savings,? Korcinsky says. 

She suggests if teens have a plan when spending 

money, they will get into good habits when they 

become adults.

If teens still have issues with saving and want to get 

new stuff, they can always find an alternative way to do 

it. Korcinsky advises to get clothes from thrift stores or 

use hand-me-downs from older siblings or relatives. 

Korcinsky also mentions you should have a fine 

balance between quality and quantity. Always going for 

the cheapest thing isn?t always the best choice. For 

example, you could buy a good pair of headphones for 

$20 vs. purchasing a pair that cost $1 because the $1 

pair is more likely to break more easily and quickly. 

Pados suggests avoiding impulse buys ?by keeping 

your goal in mind, and knowing it will be worth it in the 

end.?

Savings t o t he Rescue          

Bethany Vergotz, a computer science teacher who 

worked in the business world before getting her 

teaching certification, suggests that teens' first step to 

handling money is to open a savings account. 
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Game Day Crow ds
are Back

By Grace Tirak

After a long-awaited year, the McDowell Mob is 
finally back. COVID-19 affected not only 
attendance at school but at sporting events as 
well. Through the 2020-2021 school year, the Mob, 
McDowell?s student fan section, was not allowed at 
any sporting events. This definitely had an effect, 
not only on the athletes, but the school spirit that 
usually comes with cheering on McDowell 
students, as well. 

Now that it?s back, ?They love it! Players and 
coaches have told us how much it pumps them up 
and gets them excited to play in front of their 
peers,? said Amy Palermo, a McDowell teacher and 
a Game Day Crew adviser. The Game Day Crew is a 
club of 16 juniors and seniors who organize the 
activities for the Mob. 

Students then make up The Mob who attend 
different sporting events throughout all three 
seasons. There are many things that can come 
with the Mob. It?s not only a good way to cheer on 
classmates, but it is a way to meet and make new 
friends. 

?We think it?s so popular because anyone and 
everyone is welcome in The Mob,? said Crystal 
Myers, a McDowell teacher and Game Day Crew 
adviser. ?You don?t need to be a member of a 
sports team to have fun and enjoy games. You can 
go with your friends, cheer and scream your head 
off, dress up for fun themes, and simply have a 
great time with your peers.?  

In the past, the club would organize specific 
themes to go with games throughout the season. 

This year, the Game Day Crew and advisers put 
together ?Mob Bags? filled with items related to 
the different game themes. Students promote the 
themes on social media and at school so students 
know how the Mob will cheer the athletes on 
each game. 

The bags can be purchased for $30 and are 
filled with a white ?The Mob is Back? T-shirt, a hat, 
a glow stick, sunglasses, a camo bandana and 
more. Myers knew coming back from virtual 
learning would require even more school spirit 
and thought the bags would help students have 
what they needed.

?In years past we would start off the year selling 
Mob Shirts and then proceed to selling items for 
certain games such as glow sticks, poms, 
bandanas, etc.  We thought we?d try selling it all as 
one package at the start of the year and then 
students would only have to make one purchase 
and be set for the year with their shirt, items for 
each theme, and a McDowell Mob drawstring bag,? 
Myers said.  

Even though fall home games have ended, 
students can still purchase a bag from the high 
school main office or from Mr. Orlando in the 
Focus Room at MIHS. The items in the bag will be 
used at winter and spring games, as well.

Anyone who is interested in game updates, 
students post regularly on the Instagram page 
@themcdowellmob. 
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The McDowell Mob returned to cheer on fall athletics in 2021 
where they celebrated their spirit dressing the same. One 
theme was Hawaiian for Homecoming (left) and one was a 
white out where they fill the air with baby powder (above). 

The Game Day Crew sold T-shirts and that expressed the 
student 's excitement that they could return as Trojan fans 
this year. The Game Day Crew sold Mob Bags for $30 each. Inside 

was a T-shirt and all of the items a fan would need to attend 
a game throughout the whole school year.  

NEWS NEWS



Cost : $5.73 for 16 oz

Carey?s: Nice and creamy, the whip adds a nice sweetness to it, the 

pumpkin is perfectly pumpkin-y, the spice is nice but not too much, 

overall the flavor is smooth and it?s not too sweet and not too 

bland, it?s the perfect middle ground if you love pumpkin but don?t 

like a heavy taste of it, overall.

Meghan?s: The drink was creamy and smells like happiness in a 

cup. There is not a super strong pumpkin taste or a super strong 

espresso taste, but it is perfectly in the middle. The whip also makes 

it a litt le more creamy and milk tasting.

Story and photos by Meghan Longo and Carey Pados

St arbucks: Tall hot  pum pk in spice lat t e m ade w it h oat  m ilk

Fall is a special t ime during the year where cafes and businesses liven up their products to match the 
season. Pumpkin spice and apple pie are just a few of the many flavors that come to mind. Come explore 
five different businesses, small and chain, and taste their fall drinks that are unique to the season.

Cost : $4.82 for 12 oz

Carey?s: It smells lightly of pumpkin, not sickeningly sweet, 

tastes lightly of pumpkin and has a nice aftertaste with a hint 

of the spice, it?s simple but also so complex but it could be 

just a touch sweeter.

Meghan?s: The espresso taste is very prevalent in the drink. 

It?s not too sweet and smells like pumpkin pie with a rich 

aftertaste, almost feeling like a hug in a cup. I would have 

liked a litt le more sweetness and the oat milk added a 

smooth finish. Overall, the drink tastes like Michael?s Craft 

Store during the fall.

Cost : $4.51 for 12 oz

Carey?s: It?s not super sweet smelling, definitely smells 

more along the lines of basic pumpkin flavor, foam on top 

is good, definitely tastes very light, I?d get it again if the price 

was lower.

Meghan?s: It doesn?t smell too sweet or too much like 

pumpkin and tastes burnt. There is not much pumpkin 

taste at all and I would not know this was a pumpkin spice 

latte if I blind tasted it.

Fina l  Co mment s
Carey?s: Overall, I?d say the drinks were 

pretty split in terms of the pumpkin flavor 

being either too light or too strong. From 

our findings, it?s pretty safe to say that 

there?s a drink for everyone out there, 

whether you?re a huge fan and crave that 

pungent pumpkin flavor profile or even if 

you like to keep things light with the spice. 

Meghan?s: The drinks and treats were 

evenly distributed on the amount of 

sweetness present, how strong the espresso 

was, if any, as well as the amount of 

pumpkin flavor. Some drinks were sweeter 

than others whereas some resembled a 

taste similar to a plain latte. Overall, there is 

a treat that everyone would like regardless 

of personal preference.

Brew Ha Ha: Sm all hot  pum pk in spice lat t e m ade w it h oat  m ilk

Pressed: Sm all hot  pum pk in spice lat t e m ade w it h oat  m ilk

Andora?s Bubble Tea: sm all pum pk in spice pear l m ilk

Cost : $5.50 for 16 oz

Carey?s: Strongest pumpkin spice flavor we?ve tasted, it tastes just like 

pumpkin pie, the pearls add a cute texture and taste to the drink, the 

taste of it is a bit overwhelming and heavy but it really hits home on the 

whole pumpkin theme. 

Meghan?s: There is a strong pumpkin flavor that is a litt le grainy 

because of the spices. It is a litt le too sweet and the aftertaste is a litt le 

funky. After a while, it was too sweet to drink and the tapioca pearls 

evened out the drink a litt le bit temporarily.

Spic ePumped  f o r
St arbucks: Tall hot  pum pk in spice lat t e m ade w it h oat  m ilk
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The Battle of Turkey
&  Gingerbread

At 11:59 p.m. Oct. 31, families are settling into their beds for a restful night's sleep after a 
busy evening of passing out candy to children of all ages dressed in a variety of Halloween 
costumes. 12:01 a.m. Nov. 1, toss out the pumpkins, pack away the candy corn and make 
room for twinkling lights and the smell of gingerbread. 

It?s 54 days until Christmas and halls are decked with holly. For some, Christmas is an 
opportunity to focus on the importance of spending time with family and friends as well as 
preparing for the new year, but before any of the stockings can be hung by the chimney 
with care, some may argue that Christmas can wait and the ?holiday season? has skipped one 
of America?s historical based festivities: Thanksgiving. Those who are ready to hang 
ornaments on the evergreen tree may be stopped by those banging their forks on tables 
filled with plates of turkey, stuffing, and pumpkin pie.

by Meghan Longo and Gianna Pasquarette

It?s finally November, now the leaves have 
begun to change color, they?re crunching 
beneath your feet, the air is crisp and there?s 
pumpkin spice everything everywhere. There?s 
warm apple cider, hayrides, trips to Port Farms 
and everything else that radiates the spirit of 
fall. What doesn?t come to mind? Christmas.

Although it may be snowing in early 
November in Erie, that doesn?t change the fact 
that Thanksgiving is still on the calendar. 
Thanksgiving gives you another chance to be 
with loved ones that you might not have the 
opportunity to see that often. It?s the one time 
of year that people stop and think about what 

they?re thankful for. Not to mention everything 
else that goes right alongside this fantastic 
holiday, The Macy?s Thanksgiving Day Parade, 
Black Friday and family traditions like breaking 
the wishbone or watching football. But more 
importantly, Thanksgiving is about eating food. 
When else could you watch your little cousin 
stuff his face full of spaghetti while taking a 
family photo? 

Hearing Holiday songs before I've eaten my 
turkey and stuffing j ust feels wrong, and it 
seems that the transition from Halloween to 
Christmas j ust skips over the time I am most 
grateful for my family. 

November  is for  Thanksgiving 

When Christmas comes to mind, images of 
vivid green trees with silver and gold lights and 
a man dressed in red and white are sure to 
appear. There?s no doubt that j oy and happiness 
are a key part of the Christmas spirit. 
Thanksgiving is an opportunity to celebrate 
being grateful for friends, family, shelter and 
everything in between.

This reason to celebrate is not exclusive to 
Thanksgiving; during the Christmas season, the 
feeling of gratitude continues with celebrations 
of parties, dinners, and simply saying thank you 
to someone. Throughout the month of 
December, snowfall provides a comforting 
atmosphere and helps to take away the stress 
that was created from the previous 11 months 
of the year. Not to mention the wonderful, 
sweet smell of Christmas cookies baking in the 
oven on a frosty, winter night. There are so 
many festive activities to take part in with your 
loved ones, such as building snowmen, drinking 
hot chocolate on a chilly night and watching a 
movie, or, for the young ones, writing letters to 
Santa Clause. No matter your age, there is 
always something to do during this time to 
generate a sense of Christmas spirit. 

When it comes time to gather around the 
table with family and indulge in the 
Thanksgiving feast, there is no need to feel 

guilty for having the bright lights on the tree 
looming in the background. For some, Christmas 
provides a sense of comfort and safety that 
Thanksgiving may lack. The November holiday 
requires families to get together and express 
their gratitude for each other; this might not 
always be the case. It is not uncommon for 
arguments and disagreements to occur during 
these gatherings, and some may greatly affect 
the individuals present at that time. 

By placing more of the focus on the 
Christmas season, individuals are free to express 
their j oy and happiness in the present without a 
reminder of the past.

And this year, I'll be hanging my stocking as 
early as I can. 

Jingle Bells ALL the Way

by Gianna Pasquarette

by Meghan Longo

OPINION OPINIONOPINION
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Ancient origins play an essential role in Thanksgiving as 

the Greeks, Romans and Egyptians celebrated autumn with 

bountiful harvests and in North American Native Americans 

had a rich history of celebrating the coming harvests. They 

held these celebrations in a religious honor of their gods to 

thank them for the harvest they had well harvested. 

2021 marks the 400th year anniversary of the first 

Thanksgiving dinner, celebrated by the remaining survivors of 

the Mayflower and the Wampanoag tribe in 1621, which 

marks one of the first records of our American tradition. The 

Mayflower and the passengers on it departed September 

1620 and had big hopes for what they would encounter in 

America after 66 terrible and struggling days at sea. The cold 

winter forced the colonists to stay upon the ship causing 

outbreaks of disease and infection. Spring comes and the 

pilgrims start establishing a village at Plymouth but don?t 

know how to cultivate their fields. Squanto, a Native American, 

was brought to the Pilgrims by a member of the Abenaki tribe 

to teach them how to cultivate their fields, fish, and avoid 

poisonous plants.

That November of 1621, the pilgrims harvest was 

successful and to celebrate invited their Native American 

allies and gave birth to the first Thanksgiving celebration/feast 

that lasted for 3 whole days! Although instead of just turkey, 

the feast included swans, seals and lobster. We know of the 

first thanksgiving but we don?t know how it became a holiday!

During the American Revolution, our government had 

designated more than a few days in the year to be 

Thanksgiving Day. In 1789, President George Washington gave 

a proclamation asking Americans to express glee and 

gratitude towards the triumph of independence and the 

approval of the Constitution. 

Now we can thank journalist Sara Josepha Hale for 

launching the campaign that would lead to establishing 

Thanksgiving as a national holiday. After 39 years of sending 

letters to government officials, President Abraham Lincoln 

finally listened to Hale and ascertained that Thanksgiving 

should occur on the final Thursday of November and it was 

celebrated like that until 1939.

Franklin D. Roosevelt moved Thanksgiving to be celebrated 

a week earlier hoping to help boost economic growth after 

the stock market crash of 1929. In 1941, FDR reluctantly 

signed a bill that would establish that every fourth Thursday 

of November would be Thanksgiving.

In 1982, President Ronald Reagan began the presidential 

Thanksgiving tradition of pardoning a turkey. The pardoning 

of a turkey had been a gag among journalists and had 

become a definite idea when President George W. Bush, in 

1989 said, "But let me assure you, and this fine tom turkey, 

that he will not end up on anyone's dinner table, not this guy 

-- he has granted a Presidential pardon as of right now -- and 

allow him to live out his days on a children's farm not far from 

here.?

After 400 years of celebration, Thanksgiving is still a 

holiday celebrated by many families in the United States. 

Although it may have derailed the religious aspect of it, 

Thanksgiving celebrates family, bountiful harvests and, of 

course, turkey.
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management. Being on time is sometimes hard to do 

at the beginning of the school year.

When you get to high school, at least for me, you 

feel a lot more pressure to get better grades than you 

did in middle school. For me, this creates a lot of 

stress. Sometimes you have to make sure that you 

don?t get too stressed about your classes or clubs. 

Finding breaks and time to just soak in everything that 

happens is what you need.

After a month at McDowell, I adjusted well to the 

school?s environment as a freshman. I have learned 

where all my classes are and how to get to them on 

time. I hope that I can find time to relax as the time 

and the school year progresses. I am learning to love 

the McDowell atmosphere and all the students and 

teachers a part of it. I hope other students entering 

the ninth grade for the 2021-2022 school year feel the 

same and learn to love the school. As always, have a 

great day, McDowell!  

U.S. Thanksgiving Celebrates 
400 Years

The transition from middle school to high school at 

McDowell is a significant change for incoming ninth 

graders. From the new environment, making friends and 

trying to understand all the new rules to roaming with 

2,000 plus students. When I entered ninth grade, I had 

to learn to adjust to a new school and teachers. 

Students who went to Millcreek middle schools before 

going to MIHS, like me, may notice a lot of changes. 

One of the most noticeable changes is cell phones. In 

Millcreek middle schools, if your cell phone rings in your 

locker? Boom!? Saturday detention. There is a fear 

created in the middle schools around cell phones. From 

going being scared, to being allowed to have your phone 

on you is a metamorphosis when looked into. The 

atmosphere changes when students receive more 

freedom. This freedom also helps you do many things 

that you could not do before. It makes it easier to make 

friends during lunch and in between classes by 

exchanging numbers on the spot. But mainly students 

can use them in case of emergencies. Your family can 

contact you if needed, and you can do the same. In my 

personal opinion, this helps make the day a litt le easier 

and less stressful. 

Another significant change of the freshman 

experience is how the building is laid  out. When you go 

to middle school, you have all of your classes in the 

same pod. When you enter the building on freshman 

transition, you see on your schedule, and the first 

thought that goes through your mind is, ?where are all 

my classes.?  Some classes may even be in a different 

building. Making sure that you understand and know the 

placement of all your classes is critical. If you have a 

class you need to travel for; you have to make sure you 

get there on time, which means better time 

By Caleb Popovic

Freshm an Adjust s t o

High School At m osphere
By Lili Rankin
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Although turkey is the modern traditional 
Thanksgiving food, early feasts included swans, 
seals and lobster. 

OPINION
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It is six o?clock in the morning and I am about 
to attend my first year as a senior at McDowell 
High School. I've heard a lot about this school, 
mostly about how preppy it is. One thing about 
me is that I will believe the rumors, but I'll have 
to do research on the subject to make sure it 's 
completely true. Some people think I'm naive, 
because of how I look and because I give 
everyone a chance when I first meet them. How I 
look doesn?t help me with people perceiving me 
as that ?naive? person. Considering I'm about 
4?11? with mid-shoulder length ginger hair, brown 
eyes, and freckles I look sweet and innocent, but I 
can say that 's definitely not the case. 

My dad startled me out of my thoughts when 
he swung open my door and walked in my room, 
trailing mud on my carpet from his dirty work 
boots.

?Are you gonna start getting ready for your 
first day as a senior pumpkin?? he says. 

With a sigh I reply ?No, I?m soooo tired, I hate 
waking up this early.? 

?Aww, it 'll be ok pumpkin. Do your best today, 
I want you to have a good day, but before you go 
there is something I wanna tell --? Before 
finishing his sentence he took a long sigh with a 
look of seriousness and worry on his face. ?I 
need you to be careful and watch where you're 
walking in the high school.'' My dad takes 
another long pause and deep breath. ?Listen 
Lexi, there is a big Trojan head on the floor of the 
entrance in McDowell High School. I don't ever 

want you to step foot on that circle, you got it 
pumpkin?? 

I looked at my dad in pure confusion, and 
replied with a quiet ?Why?? with my ears on and 
ready to listen for his response. ?When I went to 
McDowell High School back in my days with my 
buddies, there was another student that 
attended named Noah Barkley. He was a class 
clown and the rules of the school were already 
explained to us beforehand, but Noah wanted to 
be ?funny?, so as the principal was greeting 
students  Noah ,with a mischievous grin, took his 
big tan boot and he stomped it down square right 
in the middle of the McDowell Trojan head in the 
front lobby.?? 

I let out a big gasp. ?Did anyone laugh, Dad? 
What did they do to the student?? Waiting 
impatiently for my dad's response, I bounced up 
and down on my bed for answers. 

?Come on pumpkin, we don't have time to ask 
questions, now get up and get ready for school.? 
With that, my dad left the room. 

I hate when this happens because now I have 
all of these  unanswered  questions. With  my  
mind still  wandering  like  crazy, I  hopped  off  
my bed and  walked  up  to my  closet. I  already  
had  my outfit  set  out  the  day  prior, of course. 
Nothing fancy, just  some black  sweats  and  a  
Pickle Rick hoodie -- I?m  holding  tight  to  my  
Indie style  no matter what. I started to get ready 
with only one question on  my mind: ?Who  is  
Noah Barkley, and what happened to him??
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