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When I first met Elizabeth 
(Liz) Sutton, I saw nothing more 
than a design nerd sitting in 
the basement of McDowell 
Intermediate High School 
laying out pages for the school 
newspaper.

That is how most students 
think about the McDowell Media 
Staff. Students think that all 
we do is look for good stories, 
but the truth is that we don’t 
just write about why it’s a good 
thing that students can’t vape in 
school, or how the teacher that 
has been teaching for years is 
now retiring. In this basement, 
we do more than just create a 
school newspaper, we create 
friendships.

For example, my partner in 
crime, Liz, is our Trojan Voice 
Managing Editor. I know, it 
sounds like a tough job, but 
this means that she is our head 
layout designer and grand 
organizer. All the cool pictures 
and designs you see on these 
following pages could very well 
be made by Liz.

Now that I think about my 
first thoughts of Liz, I realized 
that part of me was right. Liz is 
kind of a layout nerd but she is 
also one of my closest friends 
and I love seeing her everyday. 
She has inspired me to be the 
best that I can and is one of the 
things I am going to miss the 
most when I leave McDowell 
this year.

I can’t wait to spend my 
senior year creating a magazine 
every month of the year with my 
favorite group of friends.

My first impression of Jenna 
Tupitza was that she was really 
quiet,and didn’t say much. 
Our first real conversation was 
about her daughter, Victoria. 
She talked about being a teen 
mom and how it made her feel 
and what the experience was 
like. This conversation about 
a baby girl bloomed into a 
great friendship that I couldn’t 
imagine living without. 

Last year, when the talk 
started going around about who 
would be Editor-in-Chief this 
year, I was worried. I didn’t have 
a single clue who it would be. 
Then I heard Jenna’s name start 
to float around and all I could do 
was smile, because I knew that 
the Trojan Voice was going to be 
in good hands. 

Jenna quickly became an 
asset. Without anyone asking 
she’s starting learning layout 
and makes ideas for stories. No 
matter what she always knows 
what to do. She keeps me level-
headed in a time of chaos. No 
matter what, I can rely on her to 
get her stories in on time, learn 
layout and above all be a friend. 

I wouldn’t have guessed that 
this quiet girl in my third block 
class would become such an 
asset in my life. 

I can’t wait to see what we 
create this year heading our 
wonderful staff here in the 
basement of MIHS. 

Make it a great school year 
McDowell. 

Jenna  Tupitza
Editor-in-Chief

Elizabeth Sutton
Managing Editor



Films Falling into Theaters

Joker — Oct. 4
The origin story centered 
around one of DC’s most 
well-known villains will be 
shown in a new light by actor 
Joaquin Phoenix. The film shows the 

Joker’s descent from a man 
who wasn’t treated well, 

to one of Gotham’s most 
notorious villains. 

Gemini Man — Oct. 11
Will Smith will return to theater screens after 

most recently starring in Disney’s Aladdin. 
The action movie focuses on a hit man who 
has become the target of someone who can 

somehow predict his every move. He then learns 
that his nemesis is actually a younger, faster, 

clone of himself. He must fight and stop his clone 
before it is too late.

A Beautiful Day in the Neighborhood — Nov. 11
This film is based on the real-life friendship of Mr. Fred 
Rogers and journalist Tom Junod. Tom Hanks will take on 
the role of the lead. It will show the story of the young 
journalist being assigned to write about Mr. Rogers, 
the host of the children’s television show Mr. Rogers’s 
Neighborhood. The journalist will become friends with Mr. 

Rogers and overcome skepticism he had while learning 
about empathy and kindness from everyone’s friendly 

neighbor. 

Rambo: Last Blood — Sept. 20
The upcoming action film will star Sylvester 

Stallone returning to his role of the character 
John Rambo. He must go to Mexico to 

rescue his adopted daughter who has been 
kidnapped. The Vietnam veteran will be 

filled with determination to save 
his daughter against the cartel. 
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Films Falling into Theaters by Emma McNeeley

Frozen 2 — Nov. 22
The hit Disney film “Frozen” is coming out with its 

long-awaited sequel. Elsa, Anna, Kristoff, Olaf and 
Sven, must travel to another island to find the 
origin of Elsa’s powers. As seen in the trailer 

an island appears to be stuck in the season of 
autumn. There is little plot shown in the trailer, 

but audiences can assume they will see some 
adventure and get a new understanding of Elsa. 

Jumanji: The 
Next Level — Dec. 13
The upcoming sequel to the 2018 film 
shows the group of friends returning 
to the video game world of Jumanji 
to save one of their own members 
of the group who is stuck in the 
game. Danny Devito will be added to 
the funny cast consisting of Dwayne 

Johnson, Kevin Hart, Jack Black, Karen 
Gillian and Nick Jonas. The film will be 

an enjoyable comedy with a splash of 
adventure. 

Star Wars: Rise of the Skywalker — Dec. 22
The film has recently come out with its second teaser 
trailer showing fans that Rey and Kylo Ren’s stories 
are not over as the Resistance must fight the First 

Order once more. Many fans are eager and theories 
have continued to spread online, not only about 

Rey’s origin, but her double sided lightsaber shown 
in the newest trailer. The saber has only been seen in 

the prequels and was wielded by Darth Maul, leading 
some to speculation thay Rey will join the Dark Side.
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Be in Style for your 
‘Night in the City’by Halle Murabito

With McDowell’s Homecoming just around the corner, and the fashion world ever-changing, guidance 
in what is trending may be just what you need to find the perfect fit for your “Night in the City” at 
Homecoming this year. Between the color of your tie and how many rings to wear on each hand, 
we’ve got you covered! All you have to worry about is having fun on the dance floor!

An important factor when it comes to dressing and dances is the color. Homecoming is 
Sept. 28 this year, just after the beginning of fall.  When thinking of fall, one usually thinks 
of darker shades versus pastels, maroon being a popular one in recent years. Taking this 
into consideration, colors like navy, black, emerald green, gold or plum tend to be popular 
matte options.  Not everyone loves matte colors though so, for a flashier night look,  go 
for shimmer, satin or sequins in the colors above.

Another factor is the length of the dress. For 
homecoming most girls wear either short dresses 
or dresses with a short front and a long back 
because homecoming is considered a semi-formal 
dance. Not everyone wears dresses though, some 
girls feel more comfortable in jumpsuits. With 
growing popularity of rompers and playsuits, 
it seems fitting for those to cross over into 
formalwear this season. 
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Most boys wear a suit for homecoming, and for a 
fall event they tend to be darker colors, as well. It 
isn’t necessary, but generally, guys will match their 
shirt or tie color choices and attire to match their 
dates’ or friends’. 

Shoes are another important aspect of semi-formal attire 
(even though most girls take off their shoes within the first 20 
minutes of the dance). For girls, heels or strappy sandals are 
usually the favorites. Shoes that are tan, gold, black or silver are 
popular choices. For boys, color tends to correspond with the 
belt if one is worn, and popular colors are dark brown or black.

Finally, the last things to worry about for homecoming 
are accessories. Recently, stacking rings, bracelets in 
abundance and earrings that could be considered pieces 
of art seem to be front runners in the fashion world. 
Most guys will be straightforward; the only accessories 
they tend to wear are belts and a wrist watch (leave 
the Apple Watch at home). Some boys may even include a 
simple chain or ring. 

The clothes and attire are not the only thing that matters at 
homecoming. Having fun is important as well! Don’t worry 
about “ruining” your outfit if you take off your heels. Let 
your feet carry you to the dance floor; it’s all about having a 
good time!

Homecoming Schedule 
Pep Rally - Sept. 27, afternoon assembly
Parade - Sept. 27 at 5:30 p.m.
Game - Sept. 27 at 7 p.m.
Dance - Sept. 28 from 7:30 - 10:30 p.m. 
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Life-long Learning Leads MacWilliams 
to Teaching Award

Jayme Taylor, another biology teacher at MIHS said 
MacWilliams sets a high standard for herself and is “always 
pushing herself to be a better teacher. “She is always working to 
prepare students for college, and sets a good example for students,” 
Taylor said.

Part of the OBTA looked at a candidate’s leadership and 
commitment to their community. MacWilliams has no problem 
showing this through her volunteerism and involvement in various 
organizations. 

MacWilliams spent five summers educating students through 
Gannon University’s previous Upward Bound Program. During 
this program she met a current colleague at McDowell and 
Gannon, Lori Coleman, who MacWilliams convinced to apply to 
the Millcreek School District. 

”She really goes the extra mile to make sure students have a 
good experience every day,” Coleman said. Coleman wrote a letter 
of recommendation for MacWilliams’s nomination and said, “She 
revises what she does (in the classroom) every year to make it 
better for students and gives her honest opinion when bouncing 
ideas with colleagues.”

 MacWilliams list of activities is long and ranges from 
volunteering for the LECOM Emerging Scholars Academy, a 
course that shows high school juniors and seniors about healthcare 
opportunities, to coaching diving at Fairview High School and the 
Presque Isle diving club.

She is part of multiple biology associations, is a college board 

Some people dread learning something new, some people learn 
just enough to pass a test, while others go back to school over and 
over again, earning four degrees from two different universities. 

Diane MacWilliams falls into that last category and her passion 
for learning recently earned this MIHS science teacher the 2019 
Outstanding Biology Teacher Award (OBTA). The award is given 
to one biology teacher in each state every year by the National 
Association of Biology Teachers based on nominations submitted 
by students or colleagues. 

Qualities of the award recipients include involvement in their 
classrooms, schools and communities. MacWilliams earned 
this award because of her creativity, passion for the natural 
world, educational leadership and commitment to her work and 
community.

“Education is not about grades, grade point averages, or what 
is on your school transcripts. It is about enjoying the process of 
learning, experimenting and growing intellectually,” MacWilliams 
said. 

After teaching multiple levels of biology, including Advanced 
Placement, human anatomy, and CSI Forensics at McDowell for 
14 years, as well as being an adjunct biology professor at Gannon 
University, MacWilliams sees too many students who can’t see 
beyond their report cards.

She advises students to “stop worrying so much about letter 
grades and start focusing on the meaning of what you are learning 
and how that knowledge will impact your future life and career.”

Her passion for learning is clear from the diploma’s on her wall.  
MacWilliams earned a Bachelor of Science in pre-med/biology 
in 1997 and a Masters of Education: Instruction and Curriculum 
from Gannon University in 2007. She also has a Master of Science 
in Pharmacy and Pharmaceutical Sciences with a concentration in 
Forensic Science and a graduate certificate in Forensic Serology 
and DNA Analysis from the University of Florida which she 
earned in 2012.

reader and writer for the Advanced Placement biology exams, 
reviews scientific journal articles for the “American Biology 
Teacher” where she peer reviews manuscripts for scientific 
publication, is an active member of Environment Erie, and is also 
highly involved in animal rights and worked with several animal 
rehabilitation groups around the country. 

MacWilliams announced that she plans to add more to her plate 
in the near future and join the board of directors for Environment 
Erie. She would like to join because she wants to “play a bigger 
part in their mission” as a non-profit organization. Another plan 
that she often talks about is to return to medical school.

“Life is meant to be enjoyed. Find what you truly love to do in 
life and put those things first.” MacWilliams said. 

It is obvious that MacWilliams doesn’t just study life in her 
biology classroom, but she lives life in everything she does. 

by Jenna Tupitza

Mrs. MacWilliams, biology teacher at MIHS, received the 2019 
Outstanding Biology Teacher Award, given to one biology teacher in 
each state every year.

“Education is not about grades, 
grade point averages or what 
is on your school transcripts.  It 
is about enjoying the process 
of learning, experimenting and 
growing intellectually.”

-Diane MacWilliams

(A
lex M

ontgom
ery/The Trojan Voice)
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A Stunning 
Collection of 
Poetry Worth a 
Read
by Mandy Berlin 

 
Love is one of the most powerful things in this 

world. It’s full of potential for growth happiness and 
change, but when it’s gone, it can plunge the broken 
hearted to their lowest points. “The Last Time I’ll 
Write About You” by Dawn Lanuza is a stunning work 
that captures it all through a collection of poetry. 

This collection deals with a romance and it starts 
at the beginning of a relationship, which is full of 
excitement and wonder. As the story furthers, the 
reader experiences every joyful recollection and every 
scornful dispute. This relationship isn’t necessarily 
healthy; the reader witnesses a vicious cycle of self 
blame, and the story’s narrator is in constant flux 
between wanting to be with her significant other 
and making the choice to step away from her toxic 
situation.  Lanuza also talks about breaking up, 
moving on and learning to live without her significant 
other.

High schoolers have the nedric reaction to roll 
their eyes at poetry, simply because they struggle to 
understand it. However, “The Last Time I’ll Write 
About You” is written in a very modern and simplistic 
style, making it a collection that can better immerse 
youth in poetry. Teens may also find that they enjoy 
reading contemporary poetry because it tends to 
be more emotion-based than a traditional novel. To 
rephrase: This book is less about the story and more 
about how the story makes the author feel. 

Lanuza’s poetry is varied in style. Some of her 
poems display a blunt hit to the face as she smacks 
her reader with a short moral. However, some of her 
poetry is more flowing and has a wide arc starting at 
the first word and ending at the last. Her five chapters 
split the book into the five stages of this relationship, 
and progressively get more upsetting and mournful, 
until the last chapter where she makes her empowering 
stand against her own self doubt.

This piece is very emotional and somewhat sad, and 
it shows how Lanuza has discovered self expression 
through her writing. Lanuza used this story of pain 
to speak to her audience and connect on a personal 
level. Readers who have been unfortunate enough to 
experience heartbreak may find this story relatable and 
therapeutic to read, and those who haven’t may find it 
intriguing to look at life from a different perspective. 
The heart and soul that has been poured into this 
work of literature makes it a tear-jerking narrative 
for anyone who is searching for an intense emotional 
journey.
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Helpful or Harmful: 

If you are seeking advice, please email 
trojanshelpfulorharmfuladvice@gmail.com

Prince 
Charming

Prince Charming is part of the 
Trojan Voice Staff. If you are 
lucky enough to have him an-
swer your question, you will find 
his advice to be thoughtful and 
encouraging, as it is meant to 
assist you in your predicament.   

Q:

A:

Q:

A:

I am a freshman, coming to a new 
school with new people, do you have 

any tips or tricks for me? 

—Tinker Bell 

Coming to a new school is always a difficult 
task and finding where you fit in is even tough-
er. However, as a freshman you have many 

peers just like yourself. So your situation, while difficult, 
is shared by many of your peers. So while in class be 
sure to lean over to that nice girl sitting next to you 
and make a cliché remarks such as, “Wow, this school is 
huge. I can’t believe I made it to class on time.” Before 
you know it you’ll be having a full blown conversation 
about your mutual perplexity regarding the very odd 
architectural layout of MIHS.

Another great way to find your niche in high school is 
to join a club! The array of clubs at McDowell is baffling 
and you’ll be sure to find a group where you fit. Make 
sure to ask the office for a list of all the clubs, and read 
them all to see which one speaks to you. 

Just as there are clubs at McDowell, there are cer-
tainly sports teams as well. Organized sports are anoth-
er great way to find friends your own age with similar 
interests. It’s also a great way to get some scholarships 
for college while you’re at it. There are some club teams 
that you might not have heard of as well such as bowl-
ing or the new eSports team.

Getting involved is a great way to make this big 
school feel a little more manageable. 

What do you do when someone has 
a crush on you, but you don’t feel 

the same way? 

—Belle 

When someone has a crush on you, and 
you don’t particularly fancy them it can be 

hard to get the message across while still being kind. 
As Prince Charming I’ve had to let down a few ladies, 
and it is never easy. 

I would first give them subtle hints, such as not re-
sponding right away to their incessant Snapchats. Re-
sponding too quickly will make it seem like you are 
waiting around for them, or are too available. Show 
them that you are busy and distracted with the import-
ant endeavors of your life. 

It’s important to not be rude or ignore them. You 
must always be polite even when in awkward situ-
ations. Just make sure you convey that you are sim-
ply not available. I would advise you to “friendzone” 
them. If they ever ask you to go out on a date, insist on 
inviting more of your friends along to the gathering. If 
none of this seems to get the message across to your 
poor admirer simply just let them down easily. Hones-
ty is always the best policy. Especially if you do value 
their friendship but just don’t have any other feelings 
for them.
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Advice for McDowell
The Evil Queen, a second year 
feature writer on the Trojan Voice 
Staff, specializes in advice you 
may not want to take. Known for 
her witty, sarcastic and even evil 
outlook on the world, she puts 
diabolical thought into the con-
cerns McDowell students sub-
mit to her. 

Evil
Queen 

Q: Q:

A:
A: Ah yes, the high schooler’s infatuation with 

chewing gum -- the sweetened, synthetic piece 
of dyed and flavored rubber we all like to smack and 
snap around in our mouths. The obsession is vexing 
without a doubt. I believe the adolescent mind resorts 
to chewing gum just as one does biting their nails or 
doodling on unfinished homework. It’s a habit that a 
bored teenager resorts to simply just to fidget. Why 
give your full attention to a lecture about trigonometry, 
when you could chew some gum, blow a bubble and 
ask your best friend to pop it with his dirty fingers. 

It was also banned in middle school for many Mill-
creek residents. So, now that they are in high school it’s 
like a gum frenzy. They can’t get enough, not only are 
they making up for lost time, but also freshening their 
breath for that cute girl.

Gum not only is a lovely past time, but in high school 
is used almost as a form of currency, buying you the re-
spect and attention of all your peers. If you just so hap-
pen to be the kid who always has gum, everyone will 
pay attention to you. Even the most popular peer will 
soon be asking you for a piece of gum. Gum is an es-
sential to high school, not only to pass the time, but to 
put you on the map as “that guy who always has gum.” 

How do I deal with a class or teach-
er I don’t like?

—  Aladdin

As I would say to anyone of my servants who 
asks for a day off when they just so happen to 
catch the plague, suck it up. You, young peas-

ant are in high school and in high school you have to 
deal with unfortunate circumstances. Sometimes you 
might have to use the horrific public toilets, be part-
nered up with your arch enemy  in group activities, or 
even sit alone at lunch because all your other friends in 
third period took AP chemistry instead of honors, and 
well you weren’t about to do that to yourself. So go to 
that class you don’t like, say hello to that dissatisfied 
teacher and put on a fake smile, because life is not 
always going to be handed to you on a silver platter. 
Imagine what it will be like when you actually have to 
go to work to pay bills and support children. Not ev-
eryday can be totally awesome, but you might be able 
to find a morsel of awesome in each day.

Why is everyone obsessed with 
gum in high school?

---Christopher Robin
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