
TROJAN VOICE
THE

McDowell High School’s Student Magazine

Issue 2, Volume 3
November 2018

Breast Cancer Awareness 
in High Schoolers

November Holidays 
Traditions or Fabrications?



Letter from the 
Editors... Staff

Co-Editors-in-Chief Samantha Mannion
Kensley Semple

Copy Editor  Alex Hopkins

Staff Writers Sophia DiPlacido
Taylor Drumm

 Christina Kljunich
Samantha Mannion

Halle Murabito
Emma McNeeley

Kirsten Owens
Elizabeth Sutton

Layout Design  Bryanna Mooney
Kensley Semple

Photography  Emma McKeeley
Halle Murabito

Kensley Semple
Isabelle Southard

Contributed Photo Rory DeFazio

Cover Photo  Kensley Semple

Advisers  Stephanie Weiss
Shannon Yelkovich

Co-Editors-in-Chief

Samantha Mannion
Kensley Semple

(Rory DeFazio/Contributed Photo)

Happy second quarter, McDowell! We are so ex-
cited to have a whole quarter behind us and to have 
fully adjusted to being in school again after the sum-
mer off. Also, we are excited to have an issue of The 
Trojan Voice under our belts. 

Everyone involved with creating this publication 
month after month deserves so much credit. They 
work incredibly hard to make this magazine as great 
as it is and they are deeply appreciated. 

Namely, we would like to give a huge shout out 
to Alex Hopkins and Brie Mooney. Alex keeps us 
sane by coming up with different ideas for stories, 
pictures, and headlines. Brie takes a major weight off 
Kensley’s shoulders through helping with layout ev-
ery issue and making us laugh. Both of these people 
are vital parts of The Trojan Voice and we are forever 
grateful to them.
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Lively, enthusiastic, and entertaining are only a few 
words to describe the student run McDowell mob. 
The Game Day Crew, Crystal Myers’s tutorial, plans 
the game day spirit themes and gather people to join 
it. As ninth through twelth graders experience the 
Mob, this year they’ll notice some new changes and 
that some old traditions remain. 

After the first game on Aug. 31, administration, 
including Brain Fuller and Dr. John Cavanagh, had 
to make sure the students and other fans would be 
safe at McDowell games. New rules include prohib-
iting outside food or drinks in the stadium and no 
re-entry will be allowed at any point during the game. 
Millcreek police officers as well as security guards will 
supervise the entries to the games. Bags of any kind 
will be checked at the gates for weapons and prohib-
ited items. 

New policies brings along new expectations. Full-
er wants the Mob to “be loud, be proud, but also re-
spectful.” 

Students in and out of the Mob are held to this same 
expectation and understand this. Celeste Veitch, an 
active participator in the McDowell Mob, said, “If we 
respect Mr. Fuller, he’ll definitely respect us back.” 

Fuller believes that the Mob makes the games en-

joyable and safe for everyone who comes to watch. He 
trusts that the Mob will stay this way and does not ex-
pect any extensive problems with the student group. 

Myers, the Mob’s activity director, accepts the 
changes to the Mob stating they were unfortunate but 
necessary. 

“We fully support the Administration with their 
changes to help ensure a safe environment for every-
one,” she said she believes that the changes only made 
the Mob more enthusiastic. 

“Honestly, the first game the new regulations were 
put in place we probably had one of the biggest Mobs 
ever,” Myers said.

The swift action from the administration shows the 
dedication to spectator safety. The response from the 
Mob and students shows the respect between admin-
istration and students. After the fall sports season was 
underway, the Mob accumulated in size and energy. 

With the Mob cheering in the stands, the marching 
band at halftime, and the cheerleaders on the side-
lines, the Friday night games are a sight to see at Mc-
Dowell. And students will be expected to understand 
that the same rules will continue as the winter sports 
season begins. Whether they are at home or away, the 
Mob shows McDowell spirit through and through.
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A New Mob Mentality
by Sophia DiPlacido and Taylor Drumm
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See Something, Do Something 
New App for Speaking Up 

“Snitches get stitches” is a common phrase used 
among students as adolescents are sometimes 
afraid to report serious incidents with the fear of 
being labelled “a snitch.” 

This year, McDowell High School is trying out 
a national website/app called “Anonymous Alerts.” 
“Anonymous Alerts” is a source for students to rely 
on when they need to report a concern, such as bul-
lying or if they, or somebody they know, is thinking 
of hurting themselves, etc. Through this app/web-
site a student can make anonymous reports that go 
directly to MIHS security officer, Jim Rich, and one 
of the school counselors, Robert Marriott.  

Any student attending McDowell can submit a 
report. If a student feels uncomfortable going up to 
the main office or guidance office to report a bul-
lying situation or to show concern for a suicidal 
friend, “Anonymous Alerts” is an alternative. 

When asked how soon until action is taken on 
a report, MIHS principal, Dr. John Cavanaugh, re-
plied, “Depending on the information we get, we 
will take the necessary precautions. We always re-
port back.” 

Cavanaugh stated that every situation can be dif-
ferent, but they will work together to fix the prob-
lem, but he warns that if something is an emergen-
cy that needs immediate help, do not wait; contact 
911 immediately.

The app clues adiministration “into things we 
may not be be aware of in the school,” Cavanaugh 
said. 

This site is intended to help the school become a 
safer and more comfortable place. To help spread 
awareness of this program, it will be further ex-
plained in the next grade level meeting. 

Students can access the app on their phones or 
computers by going to www.anonymousalerts.
com/millcreektownshipsd. From there they should  
use the login and password millcreektownshipsd.

by Kirsten Owens 
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Fall into a Movie Seat This Season

Hollywood alone produces 600 movies yearly. What movies are upcoming this November and December?

The Nutcracker and the Four Realms | November 2
A holiday favorite ballet hits the movie screen with “The Nutcracker and the Four Realms.” 
Clara (Mackenzie Foy) wants the key to unlock a box given to her by her late mother. At 
her godfather’s annual holiday party Clara disappears into a mysterious parallel world. Here 
she will find a gang of mice, a soldier, and  those in charge of the three realms. In hopes of 
retrieving her key and restoring peace to her unstable world, Clara must face obstacles from 
every direction.

Widows | November 16
“Widows” is a movie about four women living in Chicago with nothing in common except 
that all of them are in debt because of their dead husbands’ criminal pasts. Tensions begin 
to build between the women when they take their fates into their own hands, forging their 
futures on their own terms.

Bohemian Rhapsody | November 2
“Bohemian Rhapsody” is about Freddie Mercury (Rami Malek), the lead singer of Queen. 
As he defies stereotypes, he becomes loved all over the planet. The movie follows the band’s 
success and their major hits. As the movie continues, Freddie is faced with darkness and
goes on to pursue a solo career. 

At Eternity’s Gate | November 16
Faced with hardships such as: skepticism, ridicule and illness, “At Eternity’s Gate” tells the 
story about Vincent Van Gogh (Willem Dafoe) as he creates some of the world’s most loved 
works of art. 

by Halle Murabito



The Silence | December 7
“The Silence” tells a story about a deaf teenager, Ally (Kiernan Shipka), and her family. 
Their world has been turned upside down by a primeval force. Bats are attacked by a para-
sitic insects, morphing into a lethal species named Vespa. As these creatures fly, they attack 
the human population. Ally must use her senses to survive.

Tyrel | December 5 
“Tyrel” is named for a young man (Jason Mitchell) who joins his friend on a weekend birth-
day trip. When he gets to the event, he observes two obvious things, first he’s the only black 
man, and second, there is great potential for things to get out of control. Although welcomed, 
he can’t get comfortable and soon his weekend turns into a nightmare.

Never-Ending Man: Hayao Miyazaki | TBA
“The Never-Ending Man: Hayao Miyazaki” is about the film director and animator Hayao 
Miyazaki (Hayao Miyazaki) who announces his retirement. Although he retired, he still 
wanted to create. He encountered a group of young CGI creators and embarks on his first 
CGI project. Miyazaki must face many challenges. Can an old animator shine once again?

Mary Poppins Returns | December 19 
“Mary Poppins Returns” is a story set after Michael (Ben Whishaw) and Jane (Emily Mor-
timer) Banks are grown adults. When Michael suffers a loss, Mary Poppins (Emily Blunt) re-
turns to the Banks’ lives, along with the street lamplighter, Jack (Lin-Manuel Miranda). She 
uses her magical skills to help the Banks to rediscover wonder and happiness in their lives.
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12th St.. 
Straub’s local sales tactic is to offer things his custom-

ers can’t find in a national store like clothing and gift 
items that relate specifically to home.

Erie Apparel specializes in Erie-themed clothing. 
Some of its clothes feature sayings like “Have a Grape 
Day in North East, PA!”, “Frankly I only eat Smith’s”, and 
“Lake Erie floats my boat.” 

If you have an Erie-lover, the “It’s okay to love Erie” 
shirt may be for them. You can browse at the brick-and-
mortar store or order online at erieapparel.co.

But if you are looking for an even more personal 
gift-giving experience, some local stores like Claytopia, 
924 West Erie Plaza Dr., allow you to not only get a gift 
for someone, but you can hand paint it especially for 
them with a personalized touch.

The process of painting can take a while, and the store 
charges by the hour for studio time, so depending on how 
elaborate you make your painting, it could add up, but 
after you’re done, they glaze it, and put it in a kiln to make 
it shiny and  completely food-safe. Make sure you plan 
ahead though, because you pick it up a week later. They 

With the holidays just around the corner, this is the 
season for big box retailers and e-commerce giants to 
unveil advertisements and deals as they count down to 
Black Friday and Cyber Monday. 

Planted between these days, is Small Business Satur-
day. A movement with the purpose of supporting small 
and local businesses. Local businesses fuel Erie’s econo-
my, but we don’t always realize it until they’re gone. 

The Erie Sports Store’s 66-year run is coming to a close 
by the end of this year. Recently, big chain companies are 
taking over commercial retail. The Erie Sports Store has 
struggled to keep up with larger companies like Dick’s 
Sporting Goods that can buy more inventory and offer it 
at lower prices so customers can save a few pennies.

 This struggle isn’t felt by only the Erie Sports Store. 
Other companies in Erie deal with this, especially during 
the holidays when bigger retailers buy inventory for 
stores across the country or offer free shipping for online 
shopping carts. 

 “The holiday season and fourth quarter of the year 
in general are a very stressful time for many retail busi-
nesses,” said Greg Straub, owner of Erie Apparel, 2309 W. 

Pressed, located at 1535 W. 8th St., is a new local business in Erie that serves specialty coffee drinks with 
an attached book and gift store.
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Holiday Shop the Local Way
by Elizabeth Sutton
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are generally known for their pottery painting, but they 
also offer individual canvas painting and classes on can-
vas painting. Look online for their special class offerings 
and hours. 

In the digital world, we have e-books, but those seem 
a bit tricky to wrap and put under your tree. Giving a 
page-turning book this holiday is what local bookshop 
owner, Tracy Bowes, hopes makes your list. 

Pressed, 1535 W. 8th St., is a bookstore-coffee shop 
combo, that will celebrate its first Christmas this year. 
Bowes built her business from scratch and but relies on 
local bookworms to keep it going.

“We opened in a blank space, so there was no floor-

ing, walls, ceiling – just a roof and cement floor, so every 
single detail had to be picked out, installed and paid for,” 
Bowes said. 

She’s hoping that the atmosphere she created will en-
tice holiday shoppers to browse and buy come November. 
Bowes is also hoping for events to start forming in the 
shop like book clubs, author events, and even children 
story times, but the store also offers online shopping to 
compete with Amazon at www.pressedbooks.com.

Shop locally on Small Business Saturday. There are 
plenty of gems in the Erie region just waiting to be found. 
Many of the local businesses have what we are searching 
for, we just have to be willing to look. 

Small Business Saturday Shopping Checklist

November 24, 2018

Grandma - the Gardener: Mason Farms, 839 Peninsula Dr. 

Aunt Jen - Collector of Beautiful Things: a la Carte, 2624 W. 8th St. 

Uncle Jake - Family Chef: Lavender Rabbit Gifts, 3330 W. 26th St.

Cousin Willow - the Tie Dye Styler: Grasshopper, 2818 W. 8th St.  

Sister Sarah - the Toy Lover: Inside the Jelly Jar, 2644 W. 8th St.
Dad - the Family Rockstar: World of Music, 1355 W. 26th St. 

Mom - the Jewelry Lover: Relish, 3835 W. 12th St.
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There are many theories around today about previous 
historical events or current events that shape the way 
people view the world. 

Flight MIA
On Mar. 8, 2014, 227 people disappeared out of 

thin air. Malaysia Flight MH370 was flying from 
Kuala Lumpur to Beijing when the plane lost 
connection with Air Traffic Control. Satellites 
received signals from the plane and noted that it 
started heading off course westward ultimately 
losing signals. To this day, no one knows exactly 
what happened to the plane but they have theo-
ries of what might have happened. 

None of the luggage was found or anything 
from the interior of the plane. The only debris 
found was seven pieces from the exterior of the 
plane. Three pieces have been confirmed from Flight 
370, and four are highly likely. 

The first conspiracy is that the pilot wanted to com-
mitted suicide. The pilot, Captain Zaharie Ahmad Shad, 
allegedly flew the same “suicide route” on a home flight 
simulator, according to the Malaysian Police Depart-
ment. Many people believe this is false because he was 
a happy man, married with kids, and well known in his 
community. 

Another theory people believe is that Captain Shad 
hijacked the plane. If this happened, Shad would’ve 
locked the co-pilot out of the cockpit and depressurized 
the plane besides the cockpit, killing everyone but Shad. 
Then he could have repressurerized the plane to fly off 
course gliding into the Southern Indian Ocean,   accord-
ing to a survey of air crash investigators by The Austra-
lian. 

The most popular theory 
that many believe to be 

true is a fire. Plane 
experts believe 

that it would have 
been either an 
electrical fire in 
the cockpit, a 
windscreen fire, 
or an overheat-
ing of the land-

ing gear. The fire 
would cause the 

pilot to circle around to find the nearest airport for an 
emergency landing. So it is unknown why Captain Shad 
opted to plunge the plane into the ocean.

Mandela is Not Dead
A different, but also popular conspiracy theory, is the 

Mandela Effect. According to Margaret Rouse, a website 
writer and manager, the Mandela Effect is an observed 
phenomenon in which a large segment of the population 
misremembers a significant event or shares a memory of 
an event that did not actually occur.

The Mandela Effect started when a large group of 
people falsely “remembered” that Nelson Mandela died 
sometime in the 1980s, but Mandela actually died in 
2013. This began the first widespread false remembrance 
of something, thus coining the name for this conspiracy 
theory. 

The biggest remembrance that has come up is the 
Berenstain Bears. Many people have come forth saying 
they remember the bears as “Berenstein Bears.” The actu-
al title, “The Berenstain Bears,” is spelled with an “a” not 
an “e,” as most people remember it as. One person even 

Conspiracy Theories
to Spark Conversation by Taylor Drumm
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has an old VHS tape of the cartoon that is spelled with 
an “e.”

Flat Out Conspiracy
The last conspiracy theory is very controversial, it has 

to deal with whether the Earth is flat or spherical. This is 
considered the ultimate conspiracy theory due to the fact 
that so many people are captivated by it. 

The Flat Earth Society, led by Daniel Shanton, states 
that they have grown in membership by two hundred 
people each year since 2009. The group’s main belief is 
that the Earth is flat and you can fall off the edge of it. 

Although, the leader does believe in global warming 
and evolution. While Shanton believes in global warm-
ing, he can’t speak for the rest of the society. He says the 
usage of fossil fuels contribute to global warming. As for 
evolution, he believes that the evidence, most coming 
from mainstream science, is very factual and correct. 

The group views the Earth as a disc. It is stated that 
the Earth has all the landforms on it with the Arctic Cir-
cle in the center. Antarctica is an 150-foot-tall wall that 
surrounds the Earth and keeps everything in it. They pre-
sume that NASA guards the wall to prevent people from 
falling off. 

On the topic of NASA, they believe every piece of 
evidence supporting Earth being spherical is fake. They 
claim that the evidence supports the 
“Round Earth Conspiracy” creat-
ed by NASA and other govern-
ment organizations. Photos 
of a round Earth are pho-
toshopped and GPS sys-
tems are rigged, mak-
ing pilots believe they 
are flying in a straight 
line around the Earth 
but are really flying in 
circles above, accord-
ing to the Flat Earth So-
ciety. 

As for day and night, 
the Society has explained that 
the sun and moon are 32 mile 
spheres that move in a circle three 
thousand miles above the Earth. The sun lights up parts 
of the world at different times when it moves. Stars move 
in a plane three thousand one hundred miles above. 

T h e y 
also ex-
plained that 
the seasons change 
depending on how close or far aw ay 
the sun is from the Earth. The Flat Earth Society 
wesite states, “The radius of the sun’s orbit around 
the Earth’s axis symmetry varies throughout the year, 
being smallest when summer is in the northern annulus 
and largest when it is summer in the southern annulus.”

Although they do believe in some science topics, they 
do not believe in gravity or the scientific procedure of 
theory. They say that gravity is an illusion, that things 
don’t move down but instead, the Earth moves up at 32 
feet per second. They don’t know exactly what drives the 
Earth forward but call the force “dark energy.”

The reason why they believe in this is because of the 
Zetetic Method. Which states, “One bases conclusions 
on experimentation and observation rather than on an 

initial theory that is to be proved or disproved.” Pre-
sumptively saying the Earth feels and looks flat that 

it must be flat. 
Whether you believe that Malaysia Flight 370 

disappearance was the pilot’s fault, if the Mandela 
Effect is true, or if the Earth is flat, there are many 
different conspiracy theories. There are many dif-
ferent conspiracy theories in the world for every-

one’s enjoyment.

by Taylor Drumm
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Thanksgiving: Fact or Fiction?

Most people associate the first Thanksgiving as a union be-
tween the Native Americans and the Pilgrims at Plymouth Rock. 
The narrative we were told goes: the settlers were preparing for a 
long winter with very little supplies. On the verge of starvation 
and death, the Pilgrims were granted a beacon of hope through 
the Wampanoag tribe. Squanto, the chief of the Wampanoags, 
taught the settlers how to farm in the sandy soil of Massachusetts. 

This alliance allowed the Pilgrims and Wampanoags to strike 
up an agreement that the natives would help the settlers adapt to 
the land, and in turn the settlers would protect the Wampanoag 
people from other tribes. To celebrate, they feasted on deer, corn, 
shellfish and more. 

Turkey and sweet potatoes weren’t even on the menu, but this 
is just one of many misconceptions regarding the first Thanksgiv-
ing in modern American culture. 

Upon closer inspection of the alleged first Thanksgiving, de-
tails become vastly more complicated when observing the rela-
tionship between the Wampanoags and the Pilgrims. In elemen-
tary school, this alliance was perceived more as a friendship. 
However, native people were already wary of settlers, as the last 
group to immigrate brought the bubonic plague and about 30 
other diseases with them. These ailments killed off an estimated 
90 percent of Native Americans, according to a 2005 PBS article.

 Because of this, the Natives originally did not want the settlers 
on their land, but the tribes’ shortage of manpower left them with 
no choice. The alliance formed as one of necessity. The natives 
needed protection against neighboring tribes, and the best way to 

do so was with the firearms the settlers brought over. This caused 
the first Thanksgiving to be less of a party and more of a business 
dinner meeting.  

The biggest difference between what people are taught in 
grade school and what actually happened involves who was pres-
ent for the “first Thanksgiving.” Some evidence suggests that the 
Wampanoags weren’t even present at the feast. English written 
diaries and records never mention extending an invitation to the 
Wampanoag, nor does the Wampanoag oral tradition have any 
recollection of the first Thanksgiving. 

Some historians believe that only Wampanoag chiefs were in-
vited, but even they weren’t seen as equals to the hosts. Squanto 
was later sold into slavery and spent several years in England, 
only to return to find his tribe mostly extinguished. The details 
overall remain hazy, but it is clear that the natives were not equal 
to the settlers at the first Thanksgiving table. 

Overall, these misconceptions may seem insignificant, but in 
reality, they’re a result of American exceptionalism. The exagger-
ated ideal of the first Thanksgiving paints the Pilgrims in a much 
more flattering light than what actually occurred. It is important 
for people to know the truth, so that the history isn’t erased or 
repeated. 

This Thanksgiving, as people sit down with their families to 
eat turkey, hopefully they’ll acknowledge that while Amerians 
can be grateful for this land they love, it was also loved by others 
before they arrived.

by Sophia DiPlacido
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It’s that time of the year again where the great deals and 
sales of Black Friday are approaching. It seems like every year, 
many of us hear stores will be crazy and packed with people 
waiting outside, or that so many places offer some of the low-
est prices. 

According to The Balance’s statistics, in 2017, 174 million 
Americans shopped in-store and online. This year, many will 
be continuing this trend and are already searching for the best 
deals.

Some of the biggest, well known stores with these price 
drops are: Walmart, Amazon, GameStop, and Best Buy. Mc-
Dowell student Justin Delon, said “I think American Eagle, 
JCPenneys, F.Y.E., Walmart or Target, even Best Buy has 
amazing deals.”  

What kind of deals are stores offering? 
Macy’s is known for slashing its prices but also giving out 

major Black Friday coupons to its customers when shopping. 
The store has released previews of its sales for this year online 
and on their app. The deals include 75% off sports coats, $30 
sheet sets, and $15 pajama sets. 

JCPenney placed third in WalletHub’s 2016 Black Friday 
Savings List with an average discount of 62 percent. Like Ma-
cy’s, it ranges in products from clothing to jewelry to home 
decor. It’s often one of the bigger stores you might see, espe-
cially at the local mall.

Target is a store that offers all things from: toys, electron-

ics, clothes, and furniture. It’s a one-stop shopping destina-
tion that also offers a price-matching policy during this hol-
iday. Also, it will start it’s deals before Thanksgiving, starting 
the week prior. 

The stories of crazy shoppers, packed stores, and crowded 
lines are very common but Amazon can help you avoid that. 
Amazon has grown over the years as one of the biggest online 
sites to shop from. 

Out of the 174 million shoppers, only 99 million shopped 
in stores, according to The Balance. It has been seen, though, 
that plenty of stores are still getting crowded during that 
weekend. It also appears that in 2017, there were only five in-
juries recorded during Black Friday, making this idea of vio-
lent shoppers seem less accurate. 

Although the stores still seem to attract crowds in large siz-
es, there are times to go when the waves of people are smaller. 
According to reports from Google’s Foot Traffic, by tracking 
people’s phone data, crowds were lowest between 2 a.m. and 
6 a.m., and would rise around 8 a.m. foot traffic peaked be-
tween 2 p.m. and 4 p.m., which is when you should stay clear 
to avoid crowds. Shopping around these times and at these 
stores, it may give you some great deals that you might not 
see very often. 

This year it’s likely the online shoppers will grow, but stores 
can still expect crowds this year like any other, making your 
Black Friday a great one. 

 Black Friday: 
Find the Best Deals and Beat the Chaos

by Emma McNeeley
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In this year alone, 330,080 US citizens will be di-
agnosed with some type of breast cancer. Chances 
of knowing someone with breast cancer are likely 
to happen. With myths and stigma surrounding it, 
high schoolers don’t know how to help people affect-
ed by it. 

Last October was Breast Cancer Awareness 
month, created by the National Breast Cancer Foun-
dation in 1985. People from across the world make 
an effort to raise awareness and reduce the stigma 
about breast cancer. 

When Janelle Hail founded the organization in 
1991 her mission was and still is  ti“to help women 
now by providing help and inspiring hope to those 
affected by breast cancer through early detection, 
education and support services.” Hail is a breast can-
cer survivor herself who was diagnosed in the 1980 
at the age of 34. At that time, little information was 
known about the disease. 

It is one of the leading of female health crises in 
the United States, 1 in 8 women will be diagnosed 
with breast cancer. According to American Cancer 
Society, an estimated 2,550 people will be diagnosed 
with breast cancer this year. It is approximated that 
480 men and 40,290 women will die from it. 

Families across the nation have been affected by 
breast cancer. Whether the mom, sister, aunt, or 
grandma had it or a close family friend, it greatly 
impacts everyone. Medical expenses increase and 
people become worried sick about the fighter. Some 
people have to grieve with the lost of a loved one to 
the disease. So, how can high schoolers help some-
one affected?

Offer support, encouragement, and help. Listen 
to the people who are experiencing someone go 
through breast cancer. Be their shoulder to cry on or 
their person to go to with good news. Be there when 
they need someone to just help take their mind off 
it. For encouragement, tell the person they are not 
alone. Encourage them to talk to others affected by 

breast cancer. 
Try to help the person and their family as much as 

possible. Try to visit the person much as possible but 
make them short and frequent. When visiting, try to 
hug, shake hands, or touch them lightly. Run errands 
for them and bring little gifts that are useful at the 
time. Keep in touch by leaving texts or calls. Give 
them honest compliments and don’t give medical 
advice. Talk about their interests and their feelings. 

Try to educate on their breast cancer. Understand 
what their going through and what they must be 
experiencing. Learn how to help if something goes 
wrong and learn what certain medical terms mean 
to be as helpful as possible. 

Helping a friend who has a significant other with 
breast cancer or helping someone with breast can-
cer could significantly impact their fight with breast 
cancer. Studies show that cancer survivors with 
strong emotional support tend to better adjust to 
the changes in their life. Be there when they need 
it, encourage them throughout the fight, and stay in 
touch.

McDowell High School shows breast cancer 
awareness through the Walking for the Cause event 
in May. Students walk in support of all types of can-
cer. Last school year, students raised $7,717.88. 

McDowell Alumna, Abby Pfister, walked in the 2016-2017 
school year’s Walk for the Cause. Student’s showed their sup-
port in a fun way through painting the significant breast can-
cer ribbon on their faces. 
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Beyond the Pink Ribbon
by Taylor Drumm
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the grieving process can become unknown to peo-
ple who haven’t experienced it before. As stressed 
before, children often feel invisible to most. Raising 
awareness helps people realize that although some-
one looks fine on the outside, they could be breaking 
on the inside.

The final goal is to make resources 
available to raise this awareness and 
increase knowledge about it. Although 
this is only one day out of the year, a 
child’s grieving process can be over the 
span of many years. It takes longer for 
most children to grieve than most peo-
ple expect. Awareness is spread to help 

the learn ways to help grieving chil-
dren in the future. 

We can never truly under-
stand what someone feels when 

they lose someone close to them, 
but we can be there to support them. You can 

do that by asking how they are, being a friend to 
them, and talking to them. Children all around you 

are grieving and the way they grief is dependent on 
their surroundings and community. If we can cre-
ate an empathetic culture, we can help families and 
children all around our high schools, and even the 
world. If we can normalize death and the loss, we 
can reduce the stigma and fear that is a result. By 
making grieving natural, the risk factors of it in-
cluding obesity, depression, heart disease, and poor 
school performance can be reduce dramatically. Do 
what you can, be a friend, make a difference on No-
vember 15th.

Any questions regarding children’s grief visit: 
www.childrensgriefawarenessday.org

Console and Support: 
Children’s Grief Awareness Day

by Halle Murabito

The death of a friend or family member can have 
a large impact on the development of a child. Chil-
dren’s Grief Awareness is a day to help raise an aware-
ness about the pain a child suffers from the loss. This 
day was created by the Highmark Caring Place in 
Pennsylvania. This day is on the third Thursday in 
November, during the holiday season where it’s hard 
to grieve death. Research found by the Hallmark 
Caring Place states, one out of every 20 
high school students will experi-
ence the death of a parent. When 
you lose someone, most people 
experience the feelings of lone-
liness or invisibility. Children’s 
Grief Awareness Day has four 
major goals, according to www.
childrensgriefawarenessday.org. 

 It’s first goal is to raise awareness 
of the impact of death on children. 
By doing this, it helps people 
who haven’t suffered any loss 
how much the impact of death 
has. Death is hard on people of all ages. It helps 
children who have suffered as well as help people 
who have not suffered any loss. 

The second goal is to raise an awareness of the 
benefits of support for grieving children. When 
you show support to someone grieving, especially a 
child, it exemplifies that the child isn’t set apart or 
different from their peers. Many children are griev-
ing among us and by creating a setting where aware-
ness is present, it helps the child feel less alone and 
more connected to their community.

The third goal is to provide information in order 
to increase the general knowledge of the needs of 
grieving children. Without this information given, 



and read the first line. “‘Dear Raven Boys, I am 
delighted to invite you to a special evening where 
our society will meet to discuss your future.’” He 
narrowed his eyebrows in confusion. “Society? 
Our parents were never part of any society.”  He 
skimmed the rest of the vague letter. “No one’s 
signed it. There’s no date to meet, either.” 

“That’s peculiar. Perhaps they’ll let us know?” 
He shrugged and looked back in the envelope to 

find a pair of pearl button cuffs. Both 
boys were astonished at the sight. 
“Are these,” Kieran whispered, “fa-

ther’s?” 
Examining them, Kye nodded. 

“Unmistakeable.” 
Kieran took them out of the 

envelope and held them tight-
ly in his hands with closed 
eyes. He could see his father 
putting them on his most 
expensive suit with a smile 

with a loving glance toward 
his family. Kieran smelled his 
expensive cologne from Italy 
when he hugged him for the 
last time…

“I miss them,” Kye suddenly 
said with his eyes glossy. 

“Me too…” 
The button cuffs in his hand started to 

get hot. Nearly burning his palm, he threw them on 
the ground with bafflement and shock. Just then, 
the pearl button cuffs glowed harshly, blinding the 
twins for a short minute. 

When their vision returned, they were savagely 
greeted by a white hole that broke apart the floor 
like crumbs off a cookie until Kye started to get 
sucked in. Screaming for help, Kieran rushed to his 
aid only to be swept away by the tornado the white 
abyss created to scoop them up like ice cream. 

The hole shut, and then, it was silent. 

Dapper Dance
   Chapter Two by Christina Kljunich

To be continued...

At the desk he wrote. Cool swurves of cursive 
lines etched on the paper, his delicate hands danc-
ing with the letters. The words carried him into a 
waltz. He could hear the classic tune in his ears and 
smell the sweet puffs of cigarette smoke. He imag-
ined the guests of the party as punctuation, silent 
and loud and forever questioning. 

It all broke away like the dissolving paper in a 
puddle when he heard noise from the doorway. It 
was his brother. 

“Hear me, Kieran?” Kieran shook his head, 
causing his brother to throw up his hands 
in frustration. “Auntie Franny asked 
if you were hungry. So are you?”

He smiled his best. “I am 
not. But thank you for ask-
ing, dearest twin.” 

His brother strolled over 
to the desk to peer over his 
shoulder. His black hair 
gleamed in the candlelight. 
“Writing again?” When 
Kieran nodded, his brother 
held up the piece of paper and 
read the swirled words. He seemed 
impressed. “When we get out of here, you 
should be a writer. You’re pretty good.”

Kieran gasped overdramatically. “Was that a 
compliment, Kye?” Kye flicked his forehead and 
the two let out short laughs. His expression dark-
ened, sending a bolt of concern to Kieran’s stom-
ach. “Is there something wrong?”

“We received a letter,” he explained, “from 
Brighton.” 

Kieran shot up. “Brighton?! Why, the only chaps 
we know in Brighton are-”

“Our cousins,” Kye finished for him. “But look 
at the stamp.” 

When he pulled the letter out from his suit pock-
et, Kieran snatched it from his hand. The stamp, 
to his shock, had been their family stamp: a smil-
ing raven. He took the letter out of the open slit 
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