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Welcome back to The Trojan Voice! This issue we have a lot of 
variety in our content and I am so happy about that — it means 
we have something that everyone can be interested in. We’re 
covering things such as McDowell news, sports, superheroes, 
politics and music. This is also our first issue with our writers from 
the second semester Advanced Journalism class which is why we 
are able to have such varied coverage and larger issues going 
forward.

There are a few stories that I want to draw attention to. Ata-
lie Soule, one of our senior writers, contributed three stories to 
this issue. She wrote one that is on page 9 about Becca Hanes 
and how the McDowell community helped her family after a fire. 
Our cover story about Mrs. Kuzma, a teacher returning to school 
after undergoing cancer treatments. She was working with sensi-
tive subject matter this month and handled it professionally and 
thoughtfully. 

We also covered the potential closing of Chestnut Hill Ele-
mentary School in this month’s edition. Every so often my dad 
will look at me and ask if we’re covering a topic, usually one I 
had no idea about. The closing of Chestnut Hill was one of those 
topics. I brought it up while we were brainstorming story ideas 
and a transfer student from North East, Pa named Jillian Preston 
decided to take it on. I didn’t realize at the time, but because she 
did not go to any other schools in Millcreek Township she knew 
no one to interview. This girl was brave enough to go up during 
lunch and find total strangers to interview. I am so proud of her 
for doing that and her story is also really well done.

Let’s brave the hopeful end of this cold winter together and 
start the spring off on a good note this month! 
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News

District Considers Closing 
Another Elementary School by Jillian Preston

The Millcreek Township School District (MTSD) has 
been making changes for a few years now: safety updates, 
building renovations, and building closings have been 
among them. Recent meetings have disclosed a need for 
better financial planning, and closing Chestnut Hill Ele-
mentary has been discussed as a solution. 

 Chestnut Hill Elementary School, 1001 W. 54th St., 
has had its fair share of troubles within the past year. En-
rollment is declining, the school enrollment is around 370 
this year, which is down from about 400 from the follow-
ing years. The school is in need of major renovations. The 
renovations would cost $5 to $6 million, a sum of which 
the district is having a hard time swallowing. MTSD 
formed a committee among its school board members to 
come up with possible solutions. 

One of the solutions is to close Chestnut Hill perma-
nently. In an interview over email,  Superintendent Wil-
liam Hall said that closing Chestnut Hill “would reduce 
district expenses and help balance future operational bud-
gets.” 

However, this is still concerning to many Millcreek lo-
cals. The school closing could mean a drastic shift in a 
well known quiet neighborhood. 

“I moved into this neighborhood so my daughter could 
go to Chestnut Hill next year, so if it does close I would 

be devastated,” said Karey Smith, a mother of two, who 
is planning on sending her daughter Gia to kindergarten 
next year. “I was looking forward to my daughter being 
able to safely walk to school.” 

The possible school closing also means relocating chil-
dren to one of the four remaining elementary schools, Tra-
cy, Belle Valley, Grandview or Asbury Elementaries. 

“There would have to be a restructuring of elementary 
boundaries, but students (from Chestnut Hill) would most 
likely be split between Belle Valley and Grandview,” Hall 
said.

For some parents this could mean looking at other local 
options, like switching to private schools such as Saint 
George Catholic School which is only a few blocks away 
from Chestnut Hill. 

Jeremy Corsi, a former Chestnut Hill student, now a 
sophomore at McDowell, said, “I feel like being relocated 
might inconvenience some people, but it's nothing major, 
as long as there is transportation.” 

The district will be holding three “Focus on Our Fu-
ture” town hall meetings to discuss this and other import-
ant topics relating to the district’s financial future. These 
meetings are scheduled for March 6, March 19, and April 
16, from 6:30 to 8 p.m. at the McDowell Intermediate 
High School Little Theatre.

Chestnut Hill Elementary, located at 1001 W. 54 St., is set to possibly close in the next few years 
due to funding problems. 
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News

The thought of playing video games as a PIAA school 
sport would’ve been absurd 20 years ago, however, the 
possibility is only a few clicks away with the newest 
high school club team. For McDowell High School, 
Trojan esports offers a new opportunity for students 
who share a passion for gaming and STEM activities.

The image of video games being just for leisure is 
changing as competitive gaming is making its way into 
school activities and many people are considering gam-
ing not just as a hobby, but as a future career.

Esports works like traditional sports teams which in-
clude scrimmages and practices that prepare the players 
for big competitions.

“Members must attend at least one practice session 
as well as their competition day to be considered mem-
bers in good standing,” said Brian Farley, a McDow-
ell teacher who advises the 26-student club with Brian 
Burruss, another McDowell teacher.

McDowell’s team will compete in the following 
games: Rocket League, SMITE and League of Leg-
ends, which were chosen because they have school ap-
propriate age ratings.

McDowell will play in the PlayVS league, an emerg-
ing online platform for esports that offers competitive 
teams in nine states and club teams in six, including 
Pennsylvania. The team will compete in a selected 
amount of matches against other schools in its region. 

Esports scrimmages and competitions are easily ac-
cessible online. However, since it’s a school esports 
team, the competition must be cleared by the district in 
order for the school to compete in it. 

Students can meet new people with the same passion 
as them through playing video games. They will start 
competing in PlayVS which eventually will organize a 
state championship once Pennsylvania offers the games 
at a competitive level.

Senior Elias Vega is an Overwatch player who has 
played for and managed multiple teams online. 

“Esports had a great impact on me,” he said. “I’ve 

made so many friends. Without esports, I couldn’t play 
the games I like with different people.”

Farley pointed out that there is a lot of interest in  
esports at the collegiate level. He said McDowell want-
ed to get students involved at this level to open oppor-
tunities for students to earn college scholarships in the 
area of STEM and computer programming through this 
team.

The PlayVS website says, “200 colleges and univer-
sities offer esports scholarships and are actively recruit-
ing players for their teams.” Students can later play for 
collegiate schools and public universities on esport 
teams and have become a catalyst for one’s esports ca-
reer. 

“The phenomena of esports has rapidly expanded 
so much that other schools have developed their own 
teams,” Farley said. “I think esports is a great opportu-
nity for McDowell students who might not be involved 
in extracurricular activities.”

If anyone is interested, meetings for the esports team 
are on Tuesdays and Thursdays, 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. after 
school.

McDowell Powers Up with 
New Esports Gaming Team
by Zain Machaal

McDowell esports team practices in room 009 
at McDowell Senior High School for an up-
coming competition. 
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Sports

by Connor Glunt

DOs: 

How to avoid the imperfect bracket
March Madness Planner:

6

DO pick some upsets

Every team has its flaws, and sometimes the higher seeded teams 
can underestimate the lower seeds when they meet on the court. 
Arizona had the number one draft pick and was ranked fourth in its 
section, but lost to 13th ranked Buffalo last year. Meanwhile, some 
Cinderella runs can be hiding disguised as a lower seed. How many 
people had the 11-seed Loyola-Chicago making it to the second 
round, nonetheless the Final Four last year? Some can either predict 
this by pure luck, others do their research and come out on top, but 
don’t overlook every low seed.

DO be wary for any rematches

It’s unlikely to happen in the first round, but once you get to to the 
Round of 32 and Sweet Sixteen, a rematch from the regular season 
could pop up. Sometimes these go unnoticed or people just as-
sume that the fact that it’s a rematch has no effect on the time, but 
that is false. Since 2008, teams that win the first game have won 
21 of the 32 rematches. The trend becomes even stronger when 
you break it down to teams in different conferences, as the winning 
team in the regular season has won 18 of the 25 games. 

DO pick teams that don’t rely on one player
While teams like Duke and Gonzaga have Zion Williamson and Rui 
Hachimura respectively, they have multiple other offensive threats 
who can also have big games. A big reason why Villanova and Mich-
igan made it to the championship round last year was because they 
had multiple options on offense, even though they lacked a big 
name player. If you get stuck picking a matchup, take a couple sec-
onds to check out the team’s scoring leaders and see if teams have 
dependable secondary sources of offense.

DO have an idea of the system teams use

If you pick Virginia to go on a deep run this year, you should know 
their style of basketball before submitting that bracket. Virginia has 
always played a defense-first style of basketball, and while that has 
worked at times, if their defense falters, they become exposed. It 
happened last year versus University of Maryland-Baltimore County, 
and it’s happened twice versus Duke this year. Teams that have high 
average points scored compared to a team that specializes in neu-
tralizing opposing offenses with their defense tend to go on more 
runs than the latter.



Sports

by Connor Glunt

DOn’Ts: 

When March Madness rolls around, there is only one thing on college basketball fans minds: the per-
fect bracket. While the odds are stacked against them, people still meticulously do their research, pick 
their matchups, and pay close attention to every game. While they may be confident in their picks, all 
it takes is one or two key losses in the first round to destroy a bracket. So rather than focusing on the 
little things to perfect a bracket, here’s a couple tips to prevent getting your bracket busted.

Just because it happened once in 136 games does not mean it will 
happen THIS YEAR. Similarly, don’t pick a team like Duke or Gon-
zaga to lose in the first round in an attempt to have your bracket 
survive a hypothetical and catastrophic upset.

DON’’T pick a bad team because they have one 
good player who will make it to the NBA

Last year, Texas (Mohamed Bamba) and Oklahoma (Trae Young) 
lost in the first rounds, despite having players who were expect-
ed to be high lottery picks. While teams such as Murray State (Ja 
Morant) or Indiana (Romeo Langford) could end up winning a few 
games, picking those teams to make a miniature run could be 
“fools gold” to the casual bracket picker.

DON’’T pick a team because they have a good 
history

DON’’’T pick an upset just to have an upset

After you fill out the first round of your bracket, if you notice that 
you have mostly the higher seeds advancing, don’t sweat it. Up-
sets are called upsets for a reason, they’re not likely to happen. If 
you blindly pick a high seed to get upset, it could sabotage your 
entire bracket. If you picked a team to win the first time and actu-
ally looked into the matchup, it’s best to stick with your gut rather 
than second guess yourself.

Sometimes fans who don’t watch a lot of college hoops will hear 
the names Syracuse, Florida, or West Virginia and associate them 
with success. But beware: Syracuse had a huge upset over Duke, 
but have been wildly inconsistent and keep fluttering in and out of 
the Associated Press Top 25. Florida has gone through highs and 
lows this year stringing together big wins but also allowing losses to 
pile up. West Virginia likely won’t even make the tourney with the 
season they’ve had. Even if you’re filling out a bracket on the fly, do 
a little research rather than banking on past success. 

7
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Feature

Walking into guidance can sometimes feel like Grand 
Central Station — students bustling in and out, asking for 
directions on how to get where they are going. The rough-
ly 2,200 students enrolled at McDowell eventually need 
guidance on anything from crisis management to schedule 
changes, and students are assigned to different counselors 
who send them on the right track.

There are six guidance counselors at McDowell, three 
in each building and each guidance counselor is given be-
tween 355 to 400 students to help, depending on the stu-
dent’s grade and the first letter of their last name.

The guidance office is available for anybody who has 
problems that are “causing them stress” according to 
Christine Rys, a guidance counselor at McDowell Senior 
High School.

Most students go to their guidance counselors for ac-
ademic questions, college information and dealing with 
teenage emotions, but not everyone needs help with the 
same thing nor are the solutions all the same, so the guid-
ance counselors are the “filters” to help figure out which 
avenue a student should take. 

In a recent survey of 100 McDowell students, 52 per-
cent said that the guidance counselors at McDowell are 
helpful, but 17 percent of these students said they have 
not gone to the guidance office for anything other than 
yearly scheduling meetings. 

Guidance can also help students with writing letters of 
recommendation, directing students on career paths, pro-
viding information about scholarships, volunteer opportu-
nities or job opportunities.

Next Step: SAP
For students who need help from a counselor beyond 

basic scheduling needs the first stop for counseling assis-
tance is the school’s Student Assistance Program (SAP) 
teacher. Of the students who took the survey, 52 percent 
said that they don’t know what the state-required SAP 
program is.  

Tracy Walsh, the SAP leader at McDowell, trains teach-
ers to become SAP certified in a three day training course. 
During this training course, the teachers get trained on 
how to help students in different situations including 
when a student has an addiction or is just generally strug-
gling through everyday life situations.

Walsh has a room located next to the senior high office 
and says that she can help with “anything not academic 
related.”  She says that the most common thing she helps 
students with is anxiety caused by general life. 

In addition to recommendations from counseling staff, 
if a teacher feels that a student may be struggling, then 
they can recommend that the student be evaluated by a 
SAP counselor. In order to work with the SAP program, 
students need to get a form signed by their parents or 
guardians. 

Mikaela Billings, a special education teacher who has 
taken the SAP training says, “I truly have a passion for 
helping students in need.” She became a SAP represen-
tative because she wanted to be a positive influence for 
students by helping them with drama, stress or trouble in 
their classes. Billings would like to remind students that 
she would “never push anybody” to talk about their is-
sues, but she tries to help the students relate to her because 
she has been through similar situations. 

OFF Track with an Addiction
Seeking help from the school’s drug and alcohol coun-

selor is another track the guidance office can recommend 
for students. The SAP program works with Pyramid 
Healthcare to provide a counselor for anybody who is 
struggling with an addiction. Pyramid Healthcare is a pro-
gram of highly trained staff who help create a supportive 
environment for teenagers to be healthy, successful and 
sober. When this agency is needed through the SAP pro-
cess, students will participate in the drug and alcohol pro-
gram during after school hours with guardian permission. 

Guidance Offers Direction on 
High School Journey

by Jenna Tupitza
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Take Time to Talk it Out
If students are struggling often then they may decide to 

talk to an outside therapist weekly in 50 minute therapy 
sessions. Therapist Meghan Probst helps roughly 30 stu-
dents per week at McDowell and students at MIHS can 
see Kelly Denial. Probst says that she is there for students 
for anything from stress management to suicide.

Probst believes that students are afraid to go to an adult 
for help and she would like to “normalize it.” Her office 
is in McDowell Senior High room 127 and to schedule a 
session that would take place during the school day, stu-
dents can talk to Walsh in the SAP office.

Other Helpful Resources
In addition to counseling services, the guidance office 

might refer a student to a resource officer, Officer James 
Rich or Officer Nathan Spiker, for a different perspective. 
According to the National Association of School Resource 
Officers (NASRO) school resource officers provide  “safe 
learning environments in our nation’s schools.” 

The recent survey showed that 57 percent of the Mc-
Dowell students think the school resource officers are 
helpful and students who get in trouble with the law or  

are feeling threatened by another student are encouraged 
to speak to them directly or go through the guidance of-
fice. 

Guidance might also suggest a student take a route that 
ends at the administration office. In the article, “Don’t be 
Afraid of the Principal,” Sarah Rivera, a writer on Noo-
dle.com, says that the principal is there to “absorb the heat 
and stay calm.” 

The results of the McDowell survey show that six per-
cent more students said that the principals are helpful than 
those who said they are not. Part of the problem of why 
people believe that the administration may not be helpful 
is because students may be going to the principals for the 
wrong problems. They are seen as giving out the punish-
ments for breaking rules when in reality, principals are 
here to help students and remind them they have options 
for dealing with personal issues. The principals can help 
any student who may be having an issue with a teacher, 
parent, guardian or peer.

In the end, students walking into the main hub of the 
guidance office may be overwhelmed by the variety of 
options, but they should remember that the guidance 
counselors are the conductors who know the right path to 
get them on their way. 

The guidance office is available to help students in their journeys through high school. Visit guidance at 
MIHS or MHS for any questions regarding all the services they offer. 
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Can’t Silence MIHS Teacher
CANCER

One year ago, Ashley Kuzma lined the walls of her bed-
room with get well cards from family, friends, McDowell 
staff and students as a reminder that people were thinking 
of her. 

The 30-year-old gifted support teacher had just undergone 
a partial laryngectomy to counteract what doctors believed 
to be squamous cell carcinoma of the vocal cords. 

However, pathology results from the surgery exposed that 
it was actually a rare form of salivary gland cancer called 
mucoepidermoid carcinoma.

Kuzma’s initial round of 29 radiation treatments did not 
eliminate this aggressive type of cancer, and unfortunately 
neither did the partial laryngectomy.

Well wishes rolled in again as she underwent a total laryn-
gectomy on Sept. 10, 2018 followed by six weeks of chemo-
therapy and radiation. A total laryngectomy means Kuzma’s 

by Atalie Soule

larynx (voice box) was removed and her trachea (windpipe) 
was brought to the front of her neck so she is able to breath 
through a permanent opening called a stoma.  

During the surgery, tissue grafts and a blood vessel were 
taken from her forearm to reconstruct her esophagus and 
a skin graft was taken from her thigh. Four weeks follow-
ing the surgery she could not talk, eat or drink so her throat 
could heal. She used a text-to-speech app, wrote on a Boogie 
Board or mouthed words to communicate. 

“My mom got pretty good at reading my lips,” she says 
of Vicky Kuzma, who cared for her during her recovery pro-
cess. 

Total laryngectomies reinvent the way people breathe, 
swallow, and, most noticeably, speak. Kuzma now uses tra-
cheoesophageal speech by blocking her stoma, which al-
lows air to be pushed out of her mouth to form words. This 
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makes her voice sound low and gravelly. She requires occasional wa-
ter breaks when talking for extended periods of time, but it does not 
cause her pain.

“It was tiring before, but now that my muscles are stronger, they 
can handle talking longer,” Kuzma says. 

Since her return to the classroom on Jan. 14, Kuzma has been con-
scious of how her colleagues and students may react. She wants peo-
ple to know she is happy to answer any questions.  

“I know my voice is weird, so I’d rather people just ask questions 
than wonder in their heads and not get answers,” she says. “I’m pretty 
open to people asking anything.”

Jill White, another gifted support teacher at MIHS, visited Kuzma 
during her recoveries and kept her updated on what she was missing at 
McDowell. “When she went through her two surgeries I saw a fierce-
ness grow in her,” White says about her co-worker, but admits that she 
too had to get used to Kuzma’s new sounds. 

The two joke that when Kuzma is coughing, it sounds like she is 
laughing. When White cracks a corny joke she says, “I just convince 
myself that she is laughing at my jokes even if it is a cough.” 

After a total of 59 radiation treatments, five rounds of chemo, 
months on a feeding tube, two different cancer diagnoses, and two lar-
yngectomy surgeries, Kuzma hopes she is cancer free. Her next follow 
up laryngoscopy and CT scans are scheduled for March. 

Ashley Kuzma (center) keeps her supply kit 
with her at all times to upkeep and sanitize 
her stoma. 

The TrueBeam System (bottom) administers 
radiation therapy to Ashley Kuzma on Nov. 
30, 2018.

“She really stepped up and  
took charge of her journey. 

She is a warrior.” Jill White       
Kuzma says along with having a positive mindset, educating her-

self about her cancer and all the avenues of treatment helped her stay 
mentally strong. She also valued hearing stories from other individu-
als under similar circumstances. 

“Before this surgery I talked to a lot of people who had it done, and 
hearing them tell me they are able to live normal lives helped because 
I was terrified of the surgery initially,” Kuzma says.

Friend and family support of cancer patients plays an important role 
in their battles, but Kuzma warns when someone has cancer, “don’t 
tell them it’s going to be okay because you don’t know.” She believes 
that offering a listening ear is more important. 

 Moreover, Kuzma suggests friends and family should “find specif-
ic ways to help because if you say, ‘Let me know if there is anything I 
can do,’ most likely they aren’t going to ask for anything.”

White says Kuzma made it easy for her to know the best ways she 
could help, but not everyone is up front about the help they need. 
“Some people with cancer are more private about their experiences, 
so I’ve learned to listen and approach each friend thoughtfully and as 
seems appropriate for them,” White says. 

Throughout her battle with cancer, Kuzma made life-altering deci-
sions about her treatment plan, sought out a support network and nev-
er doubted she would get through it from the start. “She really stepped 
up and took charge of her journey,” White says. “She is a warrior.”
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The newest Marvel superhero is about to blast her 
way through the glass ceiling of the superhero mov-
ie genre. Marvel Studios will premiere its first stand 
alone female lead in Captain Marvel (Brie Larson) 
on March 8, which aptly shares the date with Inter-
national Women’s Day. 

The DC Universe first brought a female lead to 
the big screen with Wonder Woman in 2017 and in 
2018 Black Panther provided audiences with a black 
hero and a primarily black cast. Cap-
tain Marvel is another step toward 
making superheroes in film 
more inclusive. 

The char-

Marvel Blasts to 
New Level by Samantha Mannion

acter of Captain Marvel has actually been around 
since 1967 starting out as a male character called 
Mar-Vell. Marvel went through no fewer than eight 
versions after that eventually becoming a female 
hero who appeared as a love interest for a separate 
Captain Marvel before claiming the title for herself.

While fans are excited to see a female conqueror 
on the big screen some Marvel fans do have their 
concerns. Rory DeFazio, a freshman at Lake Erie 

College and McDowell High School 
graduate, said that she has trepida-

tions about the timing of Captain 
Marvel’s entrance into the movie 
franchise. 

“I think it’s too late to intro-
duce a whole new character into 
the Marvel cinematic universe,” 
she said. 
Since Avengers: Endgame, 

scheduled to be released, April 26 
is supposed to mark the end of the 

Avengers saga the timing of this new 
lead character could appear rather odd.
Other fans have worries that lie out-
side the Marvel universe. Mary Claire 

Reece, a junior at Marion High 
School in Marion, Ark., is 

worried about the per-
spective this movie 

will take based on 
its female lead. 

“I am really 
nervous that in 
the end there 
won’t be a true 
focus on her. 

(Elizabeth Sutton/The Trojan Voice)
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I’m worried that it will end up being more focused 
on the things around her,” she said.

She went on to say that Marvel has a tendency not 
to focus on female characters even when they are 
supposed to be leads. 

“I remember growing up, and thinking that I 
couldn’t even like superheroes because the girls 
were just token characters in a franchise marketed 
towards men,” said Ariel Levine, a McDowell High 
School graduate.

Today’s movie landscape has some options but 
she has fears of misrepresentation of women. “They 
keep forcing females into relationships in hopes of 
making them more ‘dynamic,’” Levine said.

She referred to another female character, Black 
Widow, who appeared in multiple Marvel movies 
but was “dumbed down” after Disney bought the 
rights to make the films in 2009. 

Despite these fears most believe the emergence of 
female super leads is refreshing. 

“I feel as if a female lead for a Marvel movie is 
long overdue, but the fact that they’re finally having 
one makes me happy,” said senior Nic Rowland.

There is also intense hope surrounding this char-
acter; the fans want to her to be portrayed well. For 
example, Reece wishes that she will change the cur-
rent landscape for women in superhero movies.

“I think Captain Marvel will be one to break the 
mold,” she said.  Others mentioned the hope for 
more diverse female leads in the future and that the 
actress playing Captain Marvel, Brie Larson, will 
thrive in this role. 

 “What I especially love about this character is 
she’s female and strong without having to be over-
sexualized. Too often in comics and television and 
movies female characters who have lots of power 
are either overexposed and impractically dressed; 
they’re seductive more than powerful,” said senior 
Belle Jones. “Captain Marvel, aka Carol Danvers, 
isn’t like that and her power comes from her being 
simply awesome.” 

The national premier of Captain Marvel is set for  
March 8 (starting at Tinseltown on March 7 at 7 
p.m.).

History of
CAPTAIN MARVEL
1967
Stan Lee and Gene Colan introduce a male 
Captain Marvel in “Marvel Super-Heroes” No. 
12

Carol Danvers (introduced in “Marvel Su-
per-Heroes” No. 13) is a sidekick to Captain  
Marvel and is a potential love interest for the 
hero. 

During a run-in with villain “Mar-Vell” she was 
genetically changed. She got her superpow-
ers. Now, she has to go under the alias, “Ms. 
Marvel”

1977

1978 - 2011

She continues as Ms. Marvel for the next 
30 years. Throughout the 3 decades, her 
name briefly changes to “Warbird” and 
“Binary” but makes it way back to Ms. 
Marvel.  

In 2012 when the “Captain Marvel” com-
ics originally came out, our Ms. Marvel 
took up the rank of Captain Marvel. 

2014
The movie “Captain Marvel” is an-
nounced with Brie Larson as Marvel’s 
first solo female lead. 

2019
Movie release on March 8, 2019 (showings 
start at 7 p.m. on March 7).

2012
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Feature

Outpouring of Support 
Helps Family After Fire
by Atalie Soule

On the morning of Nov. 16, 2018, Becca Hanes woke up 
drenched in sweat to find her pillows engulfed in flames. She 
screamed for her sister, Katie, and together they ran to wake the 
remaining four family members in the house. As they exited the 
house, the windows blew out, releasing thick, black smoke into 
the early morning air. 

Although Becca and her family escaped their burning home, it 
was completely destroyed, along with a majority of their belong-
ings.  

A Millcreek Police investigation proved the fire originated from 
an electrical problem in the wall of Becca’s bedroom. 

There was only one casualty: Miley, the beloved family dog. 
She was a dachshund and Jack Russell Terrier mix, named after 
Miley Cyrus when she came to the Hanes family in 2009. 

In the three months following the fire, the Millcreek community 
performed a variety of good deeds to support the Hanes family in 
the wake of this unexpected event. 

Becca says upon returning to school the next week “the back 
guidance room was already full of bags of donations that people 
had dropped off.” 

She gestures to her sweater and American Eagle jeans, saying 
her entire outfit was donated from people at McDowell. Her only 
personal items salvaged from the fire were a pair of checkered 
Vans and a tank top. 

Donations from McDowell Student Council, Girls Athlet-
ic Club, Trojan Tailors, the Center for Performing Arts, and the 
school faculty and staff were delivered directly to the house where 
the family is staying until April. 

Christine Hanes, Becca’s mother, says she was “speechless at 
the generosity of the McDowell community,” many of whom do-
nated items anonymously.

Along with the support from McDowell, they received dona-
tions from various local organizations including Asbury Elementa-
ry School, Gannon University and The Erie Playhouse. 

“The love and support my family experienced during this terri-
ble time helped us to focus on all of the good that was happening 
instead of the horror that we had experienced,” Christine says. 

Millcreek Police and McDowell School Resource Officer Nate 
Spiker, along with guidance counselor, Scott Boyd, arrived on the 
scene the morning of the fire. They provided emotional support 
and connected Becca’s family with community services. Addition-
ally, they organized the clothing drive to collect donations from 
McDowell faculty, staff and students. 

Spiker says there is no protocol to follow after a tragedy be-
cause trauma can “elicit different responses from a person depend-
ing on a variety of factors.” When others are dealing with trauma, 
he has found that they want to be supported, but they also seek a 
return to normalcy.

In Becca’s case, she found the outpouring of support from Mc-

Dowell to be unexpected, “I never thought it was possible for one 
person to receive so much love from a school so big, but I did,” she 
says. “I felt safest when I was here.”

McDowell offers a variety of resources for students who have 
experienced trauma including: teachers, guidance counselors and 
outsourced professionals. 

It can be difficult to believe adverse situations will get better, 
but Becca has learned an optimistic mindset is crucial to the heal-
ing process, saying, “Now when bad things knock me down, I say 
to myself, ‘Time to get back up!’”

(above) McDowell Senior, Becca Hanes, received 
donations from various clubs after her family suf-
fered the tragedy of losing their home in a fire in 
the early morning of Nov. 16, 2018 (below). 

(A
ta

lie
 S

ou
le

/T
he

 T
ro

ja
n 

Vo
ic

e)
(P

ho
to

 C
ou

rt
es

y 
of

 S
co

tt 
Bo

yd
)



(Gage Skidmore/Wikimedia Commons)

15

Opinion

Trump’s Border Wall: 
A Story About a Kid in a Candy Store

by Alex Hopkins

The president should put more effort into enforcing 
those laws rather than trying to build a wall. That being 
said, there’s something about the president’s claim that 
takes this to a new level; he can grant himself emergen-
cy powers to override Congressional approval. This is a 
power that is understandable for a president if he was 
stopping nuclear war or ending the war on terror, but 
not for building a physical wall that Southern mayors 
have stated will not protect their citizens.

If this debate goes to the Supreme Court, 
it will hopefully rule that his emergency 

powers are unjust and in no way per-
taining to a national emergency. 

A national emergency is exact-
ly that — An emergency. Border 
walls are not emergencies. An 
instance of a national emer-
gency would be the response 
President George W. Bush took 

after the 9/11 attacks. He de-
clared a national emergency be-

cause America was attacked in its 
own backyard. America is not being 

attacked by Mexico.
Here’s food for thought: it’s been done 

before. In fact, there’s a line forever etched in his-
tory about it: “Mr. Gorbachev, tear down this wall.” The 
purpose of the Berlin Wall was to trap citizens of East 
Berlin who sought refuge from Communism. President 
Trump’s wall too would stop those seeking refuge from 
persecution. 

 Trump is stopping forward progress until he gets 
what he wants. Remember the kid in the candy store? 
Well, now we see a grown man holding his breath until 
he turns blue. And when you think about it, it’s not a 
bad idea. He’ll never make this mistake again. However, 
if he does get his lollipop, let’s see how long it takes for 
him to bite the hand that feeds him.

Picture this. A kid in a candy store wants a lollipop. 
The parents say no. The child holds his breath until he 
gets it. The parents aren’t amused. The child gives in. A 
common idea that everyone can relate to — Wanting 
something, but not getting it. 

Well, recent events take this idea to a whole new level. 
It all started with a campaign promise and was expedit-
ed by a government shutdown.

The recent government shutdown lasted 33 days, 
from Dec. 22, 2018 to Jan. 25 and was the 
longest in U.S. history. The shutdown 
was also one of the worst, as gov-
ernment workers missed payment 
after payment, questioned keep-
ing their jobs or were forced to 
sell everything they had. All 
because of perhaps one of the 
most senseless debates in his-
tory. 

The debate in question is 
President Donald Trump’s bor-
der wall-in which President 
Trump has declared a national 
emergency instead of closing the gov-
ernment once more. 

The only problem: is that this is not a national 
emergency. 

According to the Duhaime Legal Dictionary, the 
definition of a national emergency reads: “A situation 
beyond the ordinary which threatens the health or safe-
ty of citizens and which cannot be properly addressed 
by the use of other law.” 

In no way does the lack of a physical southern bor-
der wall threaten the safety of the American people any 
more than the opioid epidemic or the major lack of gun 
control in this country.

Also, border security has multiple laws in place 
where it does, in fact, properly address the situation. 



16

by Halle Murabito

Last month Ariana Grande released her album Thank U, Next with 12 
new songs, most of which are about relationships—whether that is 
being in one, being confident on your own or just having a no strings 
attached relationship. With an empowering mood, most of her songs 
are relating to self-love and acceptance.
 fake smile The beginning of this song is jazzy and bouncy, and she talks about faking how she truly feels. She 
mentions the drama that is spread about her, even if it isn’t true. The lines, “I can’t fake like I’m alright” are very relatable 
as many people are taught to be happy and that sadness is a weakness. Throughout the album, she is breaking this socie-
tal standard. 

 bloodline Definitely a dancing song, it starts off with a really good beat, mechanical beat. She sings about the 
internal struggles of a lustful relationship. The song isn’t repetitive, which makes it an enjoyable listen. The trumpets in 
the back of the instrumental give it a lively vibe. 

 break up with your girlfriend, i’m bored This song’s appeal comes from the music video and her 
overall vocals. The vibe given off from the video is very dark and classy. The whole mood of the song changes from verse 
to pre-chorus and back again as the song continues.

 imagine Grande’s song “imagine” is a personal favorite because of the whistle tones she uses toward the end 
of the song. The instrumental of the song is also calm and soothing. With really low bass beats, “imagine” is a good song 
to listen to while working on homework or just to relax. 

 in my head Grande’s voice is able to beautifully flow from note to note in this song with great lyrics sending 
chills along my arms. The background of this song is very relaxing to listen to. The beat of “in my head” is very modern 
pop, causing the song to be really appealing. 

 thank u, next The beginning of this song uses the same instrumentals as “7 rings.” As I watched the music 
video, I realized how good this song is. The music video is a collage of the things that Grande has done in her career. This 
also includes some of her favorite musicals. Through the song, Grande sings about her relationships and what she has 
learned from them.

 7 rings The tune may sound familiar from The Sound of Music’s “Favorite Things,” but this wasn’t my favorite 
song. Although it shows off her chest voice more, there were multiple lyrics that I misheard at first. She seems to mumble 
her way through the song with a repetitive tune.  

 NASA In this track, Grande sings about being okay on her own without a boyfriend. Compared to the other 
songs, this one is more pop, which isn’t necessarily a good thing. My favorite part is the intro into the song. She changes 
Neil Armstrong’s quote, “That’s one small step for man, one giant leap for mankind” to “women” and “women-kind.” The 
song is about female empowerment—a common theme of the album.

 needy The song is about Grande being demanding in a relationship as well as self-conscious. She also talks 
about all her flaws, apologizing for what she feels she does wrong. The song uses some simple snaps in the background, 
but there needs to be more to it. The harmonies though are beautiful. 

 ghostin The beginning instrumentals give listeners the feeling of falling down a dark hole into eternity. Her 
vocals aren’t on point for this song. The instrumentals make her sound off key at some points, but it improves overall 
once the electric bass guitar is added to the background. 

 makeup Beginning with a very dark tone it has fast-paced lyrics, but the instrumentals 
are slower. This is the shortest song on Grande’s entire album and is similar to “break up with 
your girlfriend, i’m bored.”

 bad idea Despite its enjoyable instrumental, perhaps it wasn’t a good idea to add this 
one to the album. She talks about getting control, which might be symbolized by the song’s 
repetition. By the ending instrumentals, it feels like the same sentence has been on repeat for 
three minutes. Although this is a very energized song, it was definitely a bad idea to include 
it.

Thank U, Next Album Review
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When it comes to getting people to do what 
you want, you must act like a queen, even if 
you are a mere peasant. You must consider 

the three tactics of social change: persuasion, coercion 
and violence. 

Persuasion, or convincing someone to do some-
thing through logical reasoning, includes presenting 
the negatives of the awkward behavior. Comments 
such as, “You should stop sucking face or you may 
pass out from lack of oxygen,” or “Keep that up and 
your lips will rub off from all the friction,” would suffice. 

Coercion is turning a “no” into a “yes” by threats, 
scare tactics or blackmail. Try whispering, “If you don’t 
stop I will join you… and I had garlic for breakfast!” in 
their ears. That always works for me. 

Violence, my personal favorite, involves a healthy 
amount of instigation. Visually measure the distance 
between you and the snogging couple. Then, prepare 
for your military intervention. Unless you are a paper 
airplane connoisseur, please visit foldnfly.com for thor-
ough instructions to build your own aircraft of choice. 
Remember to pick a model that can withstand the 
flight path. Be sure to take into account any possible 
air drafts or obstacles in the room. Aim for the place 
where their lips are touching. If you don’t think you 
have the accuracy to hit your mark, hire a huntsman.

PDA (public display of affection) is 
a real problem at McDowell. A cou-
ple in my tutorial make out every 

day. I find it very distracting when working 
on my homework, and I don’t know how 
to ask them to stop. What should I say? I 
don’t want to interrupt. Should I wait until 
they come up for air?

—  Daisy Duck
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Why do guys like to wear pajama 
pants to school? Why do they feel 
it’s appropriate when there’s no 

zipper at the crotch? As a faculty mem-
ber at McDowell who notices current style 
trends, this puzzles me.

— Mrs. Potts 

Preposterous! First, McDowell abandoned 
capes and shoulder tassels and now young 
men think it’s acceptable to be educated 

clad in loose drawers. 
Caden Owens, an uncivilized student at McDow-

ell who supports this stylistic uprising, says, “Pajama 
pants are convenient clothing articles that help stu-
dents remain comfortable during school hours.” 

Owens claims to wear such loungewear an average 
of three times a week. He also asserted that, although 
there is no zipper, “There are buttons in 99 percent of 
pajama pants.” 

The moral of this interview was, some imbeciles 
would rather be comfortable than regal. There seems 
to be no need for common decency these days. I sug-
gest writing mandates to enforce school dress code if 
the situation becomes any more severe...I believe they 
are called office detentions.

Helpful or Harmful: 
The Evil Queen, a second year 
feature writer on the Trojan Voice 
Staff, specializes in advice you 
may not want to take. Known for 
her witty, sarcastic and even evil 
outlook on the world, she puts 
diabolical thought into the con-
cerns McDowell students sub-
mit to her. 

Evil
Queen 

Q: Q:

A: A:

If you are seeking advice, please email 
helpfulorharmfuladvice@gmail.com

Advice



advice for McDowell

When your friend or family member begins 
dating someone who you don’t like, it can be 
a touchy situation. Remember, her well being 
comes first. I suggest sitting her down pri-

vately and openly communicating your concerns. Put 
your main focus on how much you care about her, not 
how much you dislike her boyfriend. Be prepared for 
her to be upset at first, but keep reminding yourself you 
are doing the right thing by expressing your concerns. 
Eventually, she will appreciate you were looking after 
her. Be sure to ask her questions and give her time to 
answer without interruption. 

If a one-on-one approach does not work, chances 
are you are not the only person in her life who is catch-
ing negative vibes from the situation. There is strength 
in popular opinion. Perhaps gather a group of close 
friends and have them express their concerns as well. 
Try your best to not gang up on her, instead continue to 
focus on her security as top priority. 

However, if you ever have concerns regarding her 
emotional or physical safety, you need to get an adult 
involved. Tell a trusted parent, teacher, guidance coun-
selor, administrator or report anonymously if you notice 
any signs of physical or emotional abuse. 

To report anonymously, go to www.safe2saypa.org 
or download the app to inform school officials if you 
notice signs of abuse.  
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Prince 
Charming

Prince Charming is a new addi-
tion to the Trojan Voice Staff this 
year. If you are lucky enough to 
have him answer your question, 
you will find his advice to be 
thoughtful and encouraging, as 
it is meant to assist you in your 
predicament.   

I feel like an outcast due to my 
strong conservative beliefs in a 
school that is very liberal leaning. 

How can I share my views without causing a 
full blown argument?

— King Midas

This struggle is one that many people feel, 
no matter where they fall on the political 
spectrum. There are a few strategies you can 
employ to engage in a respectful political 

discussion with individuals who disagree with you. You 
should not feel like you can’t contribute just because 
your opinion is not the majority in the classroom.  

First, you must listen to what others are saying. Be 
actively engaged in the points they make, without in-
terrupting them. Not only will you be well-informed of 
how others feel, but they will be more likely to give you 
that same respect when you voice your opinions. 

Second, convey your appreciation for their views. 
Even if you disagree, you should acknowledge their 
views as valid and worthy. After all, the freedom to ex-
press and advocate for our own political ideals is a core 
of American democracy. 

Finally, it’s time to share your views. If other students 
try to cut you off, calmly ask them to listen to the point 
you are trying to make. Convey your views starting with 
the facts of your perspective. You may punctuate your 
logic with some passion, but it should not be the only 
thing your classmates remember. 

Politics in the classroom can be difficult to approach. 
Remember, you are not the only student who feels this 
way. Perhaps look into joining the Young Republicans 
Club who meet in room 007 on Friday’s during tutorial. 

My friend is talking to this boy that 
I don’t trust. She has changed a lot 
since they got together. I am wor-

ried he is pulling her down the wrong path, 
but I don’t know how to tell her without 
hurting her feelings or turning her against 
me. What do I do?

— Queen Elsa 

Q:

A:

Q:

A:

Advice
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Chapter Six
by Christina Kljunich 

Fiction

To be continued...

If you’ve missed any of the previous 
chapters or would just like to reread 
them, visit trojantimesonline.com un-
der the A&E tab for the whole  story.

The man in the red robe and hood stood still, smiling at 
the confused children charmingly, as if he were a reception-
ist behind a counter. As Ivana stared at him, she realized that 
he wasn’t a man at all—his blue eyes had black slits down 
the middle like a cat’s, and his nails, visible once he clapped 
his hands, were long, sharp talons that shined in the torch 
light. 

“Welcome, everyone,” he said once again as if his voice 
were skipping like a record. “I understand you are all con-
fused as to why you were brought here.”

Upon closer inspection, this creature in front of them was 
not flesh and blood, but rather a hologram and digital re-
cording. When Ivana looked to the others in the room, she 
came to the conclusion they all realized the same as she did 
as none of them said anything to the man. They were silent 
while the creature with blue eyes continued, “I invited you 
here out of the utmost urgency. Our secret society has been 
torn down by two of our former members. They have de-
stroyed our most esteemed members who were,” he shut his 
cat-like eyes painfully as if he was seeing all the horrors this 
war had to behold, “your parents.” 

A few gasps from the children arose, filling Ivana, and no 
doubt the others, with many questions. 

He continued with his eyes opened, “We require your help 
to end the reign of terror upon our society and step up as our 
new members, for you will be known as “The Legacies.” A 
book popped out from a bluish portal and fell in the middle 
of the table. “The book we are providing you with has all of 
the secrets and a list of past members of our society. As this 
is our only copy, I trust that all of you will take good care 
of it.” The creature smiled. “I hope we meet in person soon. 
Welcome to The Secret Society of the Moggie Saviors.” His 
body fizzled out like a dead flame and he was gone. 

Ailith was the first to seize the book, followed by Kye 
who tried to grab at it, but she pushed him aside before he 
could. The book, Ivana could see, had a cover made of leath-
er with cat ears painted gold.  

Ailith furrowed her eyebrows. “What’s with the cats?” 
When everyone shrugged, she rolled her eyes and opened to 
the middle of the book where there was pictures of people. 
Underneath the pictures were house addresses and names.  

One of the pictures caught Lorelei’s eye as she suddenly 
and stiffly said, “Those are my parents.” They all crowded 
around the book and stared at the black and white picture. 
The two figures were both dressed in dark colors and stood 
outside of a small house that had a city far off in the back-
ground. They looked happy and fulfilled, but Ivana could 
tell by Lorelei’s expression that her parents were far from 
happy before and after the photograph was taken. “I was just 
three when this photo was taken,” she explained, her cheeks 
thin under the torch light. “I was told they had gotten new 
jobs at the same facility and were going to work together on 
saving the common people.” She frowned. “I suppose that 
wasn’t the entire story.” 

“I suppose not,” Ivana voiced. “Do you think all of our 
parents are in there?”

Kye let out a dry laugh. “If they weren’t, then why would 
we all be here, you deadhead?”

Ivana stepped toward him and pointed a mean finger in 
his face. “Don’t talk to me like that,” she snapped. “Where 
are your manners?”

Before he could reply, Ailith stepped between them. 
“Stop fightin’. We have to find a way out of here.” 

Ivana turned to see Lorelei push on the wall. After two 
seconds, a doorway appeared from ripples in the walls. Be-
yond the threshold was a blinding light. “A secret society 
always has secrets to reveal, doesn’t it?”

They all headed out the doorway with the book. 

Remarkable  
Revelation


