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McDowell, it’s finally December! With the new 
month upon us comes new ideas for stories to 
publish. This month we touch on several events 
happening around school, such as the Best Bud-
dies program, along with keeping you entertained 
during winter break. 

As we ring in the new year and return to school, 
The Trojan Voice would love to invite you to join 
our staff. Whether your interest lies in writing, 
editing, or presentation, there’s an opportunity 
waiting for you. For more information, join us on 
Tuesday and Wednesday after school or in tutorial 
in room 2-009. 

Grab a cup of hot chocolate and entice in the 
new issue of The Trojan Voice while enjoying win-
ter break. 

Happy holidays and we’ll see you in 2019! 
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Possibilities start here.
Apply today.

l  Apply in person
l  Text “mcdworksforme” to 36453
l  Apply at mcdonalds.com/careers

n 
n
n
n

Choose your hours
Pursue your education
Over $2,500 available annually in tuition assistance*

Now hiring 15/16 year olds for Guest Experience 
Leads and Table Service Positions

 *See restaurant for requirements and eligibility.
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New Teacher Draws Upon 
Experience in Art Courses

by Sara Renshaw

Jessica Alesso is the newest addition to McDow-
ell Intermediate High this year as the new art teacher. 
After teaching at Villa Maria Academy for 13 years, 
she replaced Bob Werner after he retired last year. She 
has taken on  Drawing 1, Ceramics 1, and Printmaking 
classes this year. 

Out of all the classes she teaches, Alesso said that 
her favorite to teach is Drawing 1, but would love to see 
a mixed media course offered in the near future which 
combines many different materials into one type of art. 

“Art can be so many different things,” Alesso said. “It 
is the materials we use to the elements and principles of 
art and design, but it is so much more too.” 

Before teaching at Villa for 13 years, Alesso was 
actually a student teacher for retired MIHS art teacher 
Andrea Jacoby in 2005. 

At Villa, Alesso taught art history, fiber arts, painting, 
and art fundamentals and was the adviser for the chapter 
of the National Art Honors Society there. The NAHS 
chapter is an art advocacy and service group for students. 
Beginning a chapter of the Honors Society at McDow-

ell was recently brought up to president of the art club, 
junior Alyssa Baker and they are now trying to create a 
NAHS chapter this year. 

“This is perfect for those who don’t exactly succeed 
in their regular classes but find their strong suits in art,” 
Baker said.

Alesso has also recently become the new adviser for 
the Art Club as it was newly revived by Baker and a few 
other McDowell students. 

“I love to see young people sharing their passion for 
art together,” Alesso said. With the help of Baker, Art 
Club’s vice president Kailey Herbst, and the art club 
students she is hoping to make the Art Club bigger and 
better for this year and future ones. 

Majesty Hamilton, recently joined Art Club this year 
and thinks that Alesso “connects well with students.” 

 Outside of being a teacher, Alesso spends most of her 
free time caring for her son who is in first grade. When 
she has a few moments to herself she is a Pinterest aficio-
nado and Netflix binger, though she also loves to bake, 
paint/draw, and to garden she said. 

Jessica Alesso, McDowell’s newest addition in the art department, teaches students drawing, ceramics 
and printmaking. 
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Getting a driver’s license is an exhilarating rite of 
passage for many teenagers. Becoming a new driver 
opens a door to a whole new world of independence. 
Nearly every teen envisions the day they earn their 
lustrous, new driver’s license. But the first step before 
all of that happens, is the learner’s permit. 
For the people who are of age, and ready to take the 
next step towards becoming a new driver on the 
road, they must be well prepared for what’s to come. 
In order to receive a Pennsylvania learner’s permit, 
one must first pass a vision test, turn in a physical, 
and pay a $35  fee at the local Driver License Cen-
ter. After completing these steps, one is granted the 
permission to take the written knowledge test. This 
exam determines whether you’ll receive your permit 
or not. 
The Pennsylvania written test has 18 multiple-choice 
questions based on the 2018 driver’s manual. The 
test taker must answer at least 15 of the questions 
correctly in order to pass, so it’s important to study. 
The knowledge test covers questions concerning 
traffic signs, Pennsylvania driving laws, and safety 
practices. 
 “I think the most important piece of infor-
mation to have is common sense. A lot of questions 
are based on things people most likely already know, 
so using common sense is probably the best way to 
get through the tests,” said sophomore Rayna Beve-
ridge, who got her learner’s permit in early Septem-
ber. 
 With the new found freedom of becoming a 
driver, there is a considerable amount of responsi-
bility involved. Nearly 1.3 million people lose their 
lives or are seriously injured each year due to reck-
less driving, being distracted, under the influence of 
alcohol or drugs, or simply just not having enough 
experience. There are countless safety measures that 
new drivers can take to ensure the well being of 
themselves and others around them. 
When teenagers are behind the wheel for the first 
time, they’re bound to be nervous, and that’s com-
pletely normal. However, one must remember, even 
though they’re nervous, to stay in control and be 
alert. 
 “One thing drivers should know is the fact 
that they have to be very aware,” said sophomore 
Jessica Bruno, who received her permit on the Oct. 
20.  “If you don’t pay attention to your surroundings, 
you put yourself and others’ lives at danger.” 
 Rayna Beveridge said that one of the diffi-

culties she faced is other drivers having road rage. 
“When being a new driver, you have to take things 
kind of slow, and some drivers do get annoyed with 
you, but you have to just ignore their honking and 
glares so you can pay attention to what you’re actu-
ally supposed to be doing while following the rules,” 
she said. 
The winter season is around the corner for Erie, and 
with it comes treacherous weather. For a someone 
who is new behind the wheel, driving during the 
winter season can be particularly stressful. The three 
key elements that drivers should keep in the back of 
their minds during this time of year is to stay alert, 
slow down and stay in control. “Driving in extreme 
conditions is uncomfortable for everyone, but if you 
take your time and pay attention, you can get where 
you need to go,” Warner said. 
It is also best to prepare your car for winter before 
the season arrives. This means making sure the car 
you drive has a maintenance check-up and has the 
correct tires in order to drive in the snow. Defrosting 
the windows and removing snow from the car are 
also very important, even if you plan to drive a short 
distance. Additionally, in the case of an accident, one 
should always keep a blanket, spare clothing, jump-
er cables, a shovel, and a snow brush in his car for 
safety measures. 
 When the roads are slick with ice or snow, 
make sure to get the feel of the road by starting out 
slow so you can check your steering control as well 
as the braking ability. Reducing the speed at which 
you drive to correspond with the conditions is also 
an important rule. As a driver, you must be extreme-
ly cautious until you’re able to determine how much 
traction you can expect from your tires. 
Consequently, you should maintain a safe distance 
from you and the car ahead of you according to the 

Helpful tips for new drivers 
by Kylee Crayne
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Best Buddies International is a nonprofit organi-
zation that exists in six continents, 46 countries and 
all 50 states. This organization pairs students with 
intellectual and developmental disabilities with their 
general education peers. This simple mission has life 
changing outcomes for individuals facing disabilities 
and their peer buddies all over the globe. McDowell 
High School is home to the only Best Buddies Pro-
gram in Northwestern Pennsylvania. 

“Best Buddies is about tearing down the barriers 
that individuals with disabilities face, to erase the 
stigma and give them new opportunities,” Muccio 
says.  

Regina Cocolin, the speech-language pathologist 
and English as a second language teacher at McDow-

Grace Muccio and Heather Blackmond have been 
best buddies for four years. Now, these ladies are in 
their senior year at McDowell. 

They share weekly calls to chat about school and 
their families. They paint each other’s nails. They 
hang at Chipotle and go out for movies.

 Muccio walks while Blackmond rolls through the 
hallways, side by side on their way to class.

“Every time Heather and I get together, she’s just 
as excited to see me as I am to see her,” Muccio says. 

Blackmond and Muccio met through a program 
called Best Buddies at McDowell. They each filled 
out a personality test and turned out to be a match.  
“It was like a dating app, but for friendship,” Muccio 
says with a giggle. 

Students Foster Connections through 
Best Buddies Program

by Atalie Soule

Jack Nyguard,  and Corrine Bechtold, junior,  were “matched” at the Best Buddies Matching Ceremony 
on Nov. 20. 
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ell, has coordinated McDowell’s Best Buddies events 
since the program began, with only ten members, 
seven years ago. This year, 60 students are already 
involved. 

“It is astonishing to watch the interactions where, 
despite the physical or mental challenge, there is just 
pure, loving friendship,” Cocolin says. 

As in all meaningful friendships, Muccio and 
Blackmond learn much from each other. Blackmond 
has taught Muccio to approach even the little things 
in life with gusto through her bright smile and shin-
ing optimism. “When I’m around her, it is like there’s 
not one negative thing in the world,” Muccio says.

Blackmond glows with anticipation when the 
two friends schedule their next outing together. She 
describes her special friend as, “kind” and “gentle.” 
After both students leave McDowell at the end of 
this school year, they plan to keep in touch as they 
enter life’s newest adventures.

At least once a month, peers hang out with their 
buddies. Common activities are: bowling, going out 
to movies, going out to eat, spectating sports events 
and attending the school plays. 

Additionally, Best Buddies holds group pizza and 
dance parties. Coming up this holiday season is a 
painting party and marionette show. 

An important aspect of McDowell’s Best Buddies 
Program is giving back to the community. This year 
participants plan to make blankets for Shriners Chil-

dren’s Hospital and dog beds out of old sweaters for 
the Anna Shelter.

Cocolin says she and co-advisor Nicole Donikow-
ski, a McDowell life skills teacher, coordinate and 
support the program, but the student leadership is 
what makes it thrive.  

Emma Boyd, a senior and the sitting President of 
McDowell Best Buddies, claims joining this club was 
one of the best decisions she has ever made. 

“I have learned to be accepting, patient and to 
not worry so much what other people think of me,” 
Boyd says. “But, most importantly, I have met one of 
my best friends, my buddy, Michael Lent.”

Michael Lent, a senior at McDowell, and Boyd 
especially enjoy attending Trojan sporting events to 
express their school spirit and cheer on their peers. 

Boyd andwith her fellow officers, seniors Emily 
Emanuel and Anna Farantzos and junior Hannah 
Morrow, organize monthly events, update the online 
website and focus on their mission of expanding 
the Best Buddies program and making McDowell a 
more inclusive environment for everyone. 

Students interested in signing up can contact Co-
colin in room 6-200 at MIHS for more information. 
You do not need to be paired up with an individual 
buddy to attend events and be involved. Also, follow 
the McDowell Best Buddies Instagram account @
bestbuddiesmcdowell for updates on events. 
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Your December Horoscope and What Your Sign 
Means by Halle Murabito

Throughout the year there are 12 astrological 
signs. Which of these signs has strengths and 
weaknesses. These vary based of of what there 
ruler is or there element. The elements are fire, 
earth, water, and air. Each signs personality is 
different.

Aries the Ram 
(March 21-April 19)
People born under Aries are considered to 
be energetic, egotistical, and possessive be-
cause of their element, fire. Aries use their 
possessiveness to protect their friends and 
family. With the Aries ego they are likely to 
be the one to lead, doing things their way. 
Aries is ruled by the planet Mars. For this month, you 
will be focused on your goals. You might wake up 
some mornings and not want to get out of bed, but 
you should look for other things to bring you happi-
ness.

Taurus the Bull (April 
20-May 20)
People born under this sign are 
realistic, stubborn, and loyal 
because they are an Earth el-
ement. Taurus is ruled by the 
planet Venus, representing love, 
attraction, and creativity. These 
signs must always be surround-
ed by the love of their family 
and friends. Taurus are usually 
stubborn when it comes to com-
mitment because of their unwill-
ingness to change. This month 
you will be devoted to existing 
relationships. As well as this 
you will be focused on your am-
bitions. Being a Taurus, you are 
likely to be hoarding things you 
don’t need to. Spend time this 
season cleaning out.

Cancer the Crab (June 21-July 22)
Cancers are loyal, sympathetic, manipulative, and 
emotional. These signs are guided by their heart and 
not their mind. These signs become manipulative 
when they lose all of their patience. Ruled by the 

moon, Cancers have emotional pat-
terns like the lunar cycle. This month 
you will review yourself as a whole, 

deciding what you like and 
don’t like about yourself. 
You might find yourself sur-
rounded by new people as 
the year comes to an end.

Gemini the 
Twins (May 
21-June 20)
Geminis are the Peter Pan of 
the signs. People born under 
the twins are inconsistent, 
curious, and nervous. These 
signs might feel as though 
their other half is missing. 
Geminis are ruled by the plan-
et Mercury. These signs can go 
from being charming to being 
restless. Geminis are the first 
air sign. This month there will 
be a lot of conversation with 
your loved ones, but not as 
much as an understanding. 
You might need to allow your 
heart to speak for you instead 
of your mind. Make a game 
plane for the future. 

Leo the Lion (July 
23-August 22)
Leos are a fire sign and 
ruled by the sun. People 
born under Leo are loyal, 
honest, and egotistical. 
These signs will try to 
make a name for them-
selves everywhere they 
go. Although egotistical, 
Leos lead from their heart 
and put the effort in for 
success. This month you 
should open your think-
ing, allow yourself to be 
creative. Continue to so-
cialize, but don’t forget to 
take care of yourself as 
well.

Virgo the Virgin (August 
23-September 22)
Virgo is ruled by Mercury and are an 
earth element. These signs are known 
for being hardworking, shy, worried, 
and critical. Virgos worry about stuff 
not many people would notice. These 
signs may feel like they don’t fit into 
the world. Although shy, these signs 
have very good communication skills. 
This month you should allow your tal-
ents to flow. You might find new skills 
you can use and add to your list of 
hobbies. Respect yourself, even if oth-
ers don’t.
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Libra the Scales (Septem-
ber 23-October 22)
Libras are the element of air. These signs 
must have everything mirrored in their 
life. Libras are known for self pity, and 
being sociable. They dislike indepen-
dence. As well as their sociable traits, 
they are often lazy and will have some-
one else do their work. Libras are ruled 
by Venus, known for enjoying material-
istic items. This month you will be able 
to turn your thoughts into an action. You 
might be presented with an opportunity 
to change or strengthen a relationship.

Scorpio the Scor-
pion (October 23-No-
vember 21)
Scorpios are ruled by Pluto and 
Mars, representing transforma-
tion. These signs are known to 
be brave, secretive, and a true 
friend. You might never truly 
know how a scorpio feels be-
cause of how secretive they 
are. Hurt easily, their weakness 
and strength is their sensitivity. 
Scorpio is a water sign, which 
means they are able to express 
their emotions. This month you 
will learn a lesson on tolerance. 
Don’t be too serious, you might 
just gain the understanding of 
others.

Sagittarius the Archer 
(November 22-
December 21)
Sagittarius are energetic, open 
minded, and impatient. These 
signs must experience as much as 
possible in their lifetime because 
of their fire element. Ruled by Ju-
piter, these signs are open to al-
most everything thrown at them. 
These signs enjoy traveling and 
change. Sagittarius enjoy the phil-
osophical side of the world. Happy 
Birthday Sagittarius. This month 
you will be inspired with others 
around you. Let things go, explore 
the world around you. 

Aquarius the Water 
Bearer (January 20-Feb-
ruary 18)
Very quiet, Aquarius gain this trait 
from their ruler, Uranus. As an air 
sign, these signs use their mind 
in every situation. People who are 
Aquarius can be best described 
as humane, detached, and intel-
ligent. These signs try to help ev-
eryone they can. Aquarius are very 
deep thinker whether they are shy 
or outgoing. These signs see easily 
without prejudice. This month your 
talents will expand. Focus on your 
physical and mental health. Uncer-
tainties could be presented, think 

Capricorn the Goat 
(December 22-January 
19)
Capricorns are practical and ground-
ed because of their earth element. 
Capricorns are known for being re-
sponsible, unforgiving, stubborn, and 
having self-control. These signs have 
many restrictions and are prone to 
feeling guilty because of their ruling 
planet, Saturn. Capricorns make great 
leaders because of their self-control. 
This month you will be presented 
with many opportunities. Consider 
joining new groups of people. Don’t 
put limits on where you’re going, try 
to be free and dream. 

Pisces the Fish (February 
19-March 20)
The majority of Pisces become artists or 
musicians because of their rulers Neptune 
and Jupiter. These signs are very, selfless, 
friendly, and really lead. Pisces are very for-
giving, even when it isn’t deserved. These 
signs are so friendly that they have many 
different groups of friends. Out of all the 
signs, Pisces are the least likely to lead a 
crowd, but follow. This month you will be 
presented with freedom. Make time for 
yourself and the fulfillment that might 
come. There are opportunities all around 
you, look into those.
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Five Homemade Gifts 
Anyone can Make

Scrabble Letter 
Ornaments

Compliment Jar 

With scrabble tiles, some hot glue, and string, ribbon, 
and wire you can make a really fun ornament for a tree 
or door. It is super simple to make and doesn’t take a lot 
of time. The word you create with the tiles can describe 
the person your giving it to, or be associated with holi-
day season itself.  

Create word with scrabble tiles
Hot glue the tiles together 
Hot glue or knot 3 strands of ribbon together
Braid or twist ribbons 
Hot glue ribbon to the tiles 

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

If you are going for a gift that is as simple as possible this is 
one for you. The only supplies you need are paper, a pen, 
and a mason jar. A compliment jar could be given to a sig-
nificant other, a family member, a friend, or even a teacher. 

Gather supplies
Write out compliments 
Put them in the jar 
Decorate with ribbon

1.
2.
3.
4.

by Samantha Mannion

Store or online bought gifts al-
ways cost so much that people 
have to resort to making their 
own gifts for people. Which, is 
great if the giftgiver is crafty - if 
not you’re stuck. Not anymore 
with these easy to make holi-
day gifts. 



15

Recipe Ring

Cookie Mix in 
Jars 

Decorated 
Picture frames 

This is for the technologi-
cally savvy. You could give 
this to the cook in your life, 
or someone who needs rec-
ipes.

Take recipes from recipe 
box, cook book, or inter-
net sites
Type them out 
Use different fonts and 
colors to make it look 
fun and interesting. 

1.

2.
3.

This idea is slightly craftier 
but still super simple. All you 
needed is a picture frame, 
some markers, and a lit-
tle creativity. You can draw 
something simple like polka 
dots, and stripes, or get a lit-
tle more intricate and go with 
a complicated design.

Get picture frame and 
markers
Choose a color scheme 
Create a pattern 

1.
2.
3.

A jar filled with cookie mix is 
perfect for  the baker in your 
life. If you don’t have a cookie 
recipe off-hand you can look at 
the back of a bag of M&Ms or 
chocolate chips and find one. 
After that use a funnel and 
layer the dry ingredients in a 
jar. You could pair this with the 
recipe ring or make the cook-
ies and give them those.

Gather ingredients 
Cut all the ingredients 
in half to fit in the 
mason jar 
Layer the ingredients 
in the jar to look 
pleasing 
Decorate with ribbon

1.
2.

3.

4.
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From Tacky to Trendy: 
The Rise of Ugly Sweaters

By Catherine DiPlacido

With Christmas fast approaching, people ev-
erywhere start to bust out the boots, coats, and 
of course, the iconic ugly sweater. From reindeer 
designs, to elves, ugly Christmas sweaters are among 
the most flamboyant of Christmas attire. It is a very 
popular fad in our culture today, yet the origin is not 
widely known.The sweater was originally inspired by 
the former television star Bill Cosby on the Bill Cos-
by Show. He would wear ugly sweaters on his sitcom 
when he was playing a stereotypical father character 
on his show. After that, the ugly christmas sweater 
was labeled a tacky dad outfit. Marley Tressler, a 
Sophomore at McDowell disagrees with this view 
saying that “Ugly Sweaters are a great tradition, and 
don’t deserve the negative views that they get.”  

 It is suspected that the ugly sweater was actu-
ally considered fashionable when it first came out, 
but with our ever changing sense of fashion, it was 
quickly considered tacky. They were first mass pro-
duced for about three years under the name, “Jingle 
Bell sweaters.”

Ugly Sweaters were a thing of the past until the 
early 2000s when they made a comeback. As they 

grew in popularity, the tradition of “Ugly Christmas 
sweater parties” was created. 

The first party was held in Vancouver, Canada in 
2002. Every year since they have thrown an “Annual 
Ugly Christmas Sweater Party” to carry on the tra-
dition. They sell tickets to the public, and normally 
have over 300 guests.The proceeds from the ticket 
sales go to the “Make a Wish Foundation.” 

Now that people had a reason to buy them, the 
sweaters started  becoming more accessible. In the 
80s and 90s, only certain stores sold them, and there 
were not many options and designs like there are 
today. According to Ragstock, there are over 25,000 
different colors and designs that you can buy a 
sweater in.  

In 2014, an app that would change the way we 
purchase ugly sweaters. “Swipe-a- sweater” is a tin-
der like app that matches you with sweaters that fit 
your style, size and price range. Because of the app, 
the amount of internet searches for ugly christmas 
sweaters grew by 200% from 2014 to 2015.  Anyone 
can sell their sweaters on this app as well. Current-
ly, over 4.8 million dollars are spent on the app on 
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christmas sweaters per season. They have become so popular that some sweaters on the app are going for 600 
dollars, and the prices steadily increase as the industry grows. 

The Ugly Christmas Sweater is becoming an iconic and beloved fashion item among all people, and just keeps 
growing. Many McDowell students like Anthony Dandrea, a Freshman at McDowell love to participate in this 
tradition saying “I really like Ugly sweaters because they are so comfortable and festive, however I feel like they 
are underrated. It is also very hard to find stores that sell Ugly Sweaters.”  According to retailers, the sales are up 
30% worldwide in the past year, proving that these fun ugly sweaters will not be going out of style anytime soon!
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Five Christmas Movies You Might Not Have Seen
by Emma McNeeley

A Christmas Story
This Christmas story is a classic 
family movie, filmed in 1983 al-
though takes place during the 
1950s. It’s a comedic film with 
classic scenes such as a boy get-
ting his tongue frozen to a pole, 
to the iconic leg lamp in the front 
window. It is broadcasted from 8 
p.m. on Christmas Eve to 8 p.m. 
on Christmas Day on TBS.

It’s a Wonderful Life
This film revolves around George 
Bailey, who on Christmas is dealing 
with many problems and contem-
plates his own life. He rescues his 
guardian angel and viewers see all 
the good deeds he has done as 
well as what his town would have 
looked like without him. The movie 
shows how much of an impact one 
small action can make. 

National Lampoon’s 
Chirstmas Vacation

For the holidays, Clark Griswold 
wants to have the perfect Christ-
mas. He is met with surprise how-
ever, when his family comes to 
town unexpectedly. Throughout 
the movie the audience views  
many moments of craziness and 
mishaps while wondering how this 
Christmas will ever work out. 

White Christmas
This classic Christmas musical, fol-
lows two friends, Bob and Phil, as 
they join two sisters and help their 
retired military General save his 
hotel. The songs are timeless, and 
most famously features the title 
tune “White Christmas” that is still 
covered today. The musical is still 
performed and enjoyed by many 
each year. 

How the Grinch Stole 
Christmas

The animated television special, 
made in 1966, is the original film 
made about the mean Mr. Ginch. 
He planned to take Christmas 
awayfrom the people of Whoville, 
however, the Grinch’s scheme 
doesn’t go quite as planned and 
we see him understand the true 
meaning of Christmas. 

Intro here!
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by Taylor Drumm

Top 6: TV Shows to Binge Over Break

Queer Eye
This remake of the 2003 TV show 
is about the Fab Five, Antoni Po-
rowski, Tan France, Karamo Brown, 
Bobby Berk, and Jonathan Van 
Ness, who help men and women in 
Atlanta communities revamp their 
lifestyles. This show aired on Net-
flix with 8 episodes in season one 
and season two. 

The Good Place
On Netflix, Hulu, and Amazon 
Prime, this show is about Eleanor 
Shellstrop (Kristen Bell) making it 
to the Good Place, or heaven, af-
ter she died. Realizing she’s there 
by mistake, she tries to reverse her 
old life and create a new, better 
one in the afterlife.

Parks and Recreation
If you like “The Office”, you’ll enjoy 
this American sitcom. Written by Mi-
chael Schur,  Leslie Knope (Amy Poe-
hler) is a mid level bureaucrat in an 
a Indiana Parks and Recreation De-
partment tries to turn an abandoned 
construction site into a community 
park. This hilarious show is full of dif-
ferent skits and characters to keep you 
laughing every season. 

The Path
A member of Meyerism spiritualist 
movement, Eddie Lane (Aaron Paul 
from Breaking Bad), has a vision 
about the movement’s founder 
that causes him to have a turning 
point in faith as he tries to move up 
the faith ladder. This leads Eddie 
to try to grow the Meyerism faith, 
without becoming a cult leader. 
“The Path” is available on Hulu. 

Dark
This thriller series will leave you on 
the edge of your seat. In a small Ger-
man town, two children, Erik Oben-
dorf and Mikkel Nielsen, go missing 
exposing the towns sinful past when 
they try to search for them. The show 
also reveals the broken and two sid-
ed relationships that exist among 
four families. As odd characters are 
revealed, so is more of the intricate 
history of the towns past.

American Horror Story
With each season changing char-
acters and themes, this frightening 
show is about multiple characters 
experiencing different unspeakable 
events. The seasons, Murder House, 
Asylum, Coven, Freak Show, Hotel, 
Roanoke, Cult, and Apocalypse, 
each have different plots. This horrif-
ic show is available on Netflix, Hulu, 

Amazon Prime, and Fox Network. 

As the long, needed winter break approaches, you might have some downtime to watch new shows. 
Grab a cup of hot chocolate and cuddle a cozy blanket while enjoying these six shows. Happy watch-
ing!
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Eager Eye
She walked through the door with an aching head. 

She could smell the sweet, crumbly shortbread cook-
ies in the oven and the spicy sweetness of Earl Gray 
tea. She suddenly felt guilty; she knew it wasn’t fair 
to come home with a black eye, a cut lip, and bruised 
legs when her sister had gone out of her way to make 
a special treat for them. She could still see their fists 
firing at that poor boy, aiming to silence him. She 
hated malevolence, so she had to do something. 
However the look her sister had given her when she 
turned away from the oven made her almost wish she 
hadn’t intervened. Almost. 

“Oh, Ailith,” her sister sighed as she placed a tow-
el back on its rack. “What happened to ya?” 

Ailith strolled closer to her sister and quickly ex-
plained, “A young bawfaced boy was getting beat in 
the alley close by Walkers.” She shook her head. “I 
couldn’t let them hurt him.” 

The other girl’s expression turned sympathetic. 
“You are so noble, know that?” She took a package 
of frozen lamb and handed it to her sister who put it 
up to her blackened eye. “I wish you wouldn’t get 
into fights, though. You could call the police instead.” 

“Ah,” she said, “but I wouldn’t be a dashing hero-
ine like in your novels, Davina.” 

Davina nodded slowly as to agree with her. As she 
took the shortbread cookies out of the oven, she 
asked, “Was it worth the eye?”

A cheeky grin appeared on Ailith’s face. “I 
can still see their tails between their legs as 
they ran away. Then, the boy gave his many 
thanks and tottered off.” She repositioned the 
frozen lamb. “So, I’d say yes.” 

Davina jumped on the counter to sit and took 
a bite of a shortbread cookie. “We got post to-
day.” 

She thought of her sister’s beau back in England. 
“From Kieran?”

“I said we, ya dummy.” She turned behind her to 
get the letter and handed it to Ailith. “Read it.”  

Ailith took the letter and started reading like Davi-

na asked. Most of the letter was rubbish, she thought, 
but there was one part that caught her attention: ‘...
and so we ask that you come meet with us as soon as 
you can in order to protect your standing.’ When she 
looked up at her sister, she said, “Who is it from?”

She shrugged. “It didn’t have a name on the enve-
lope. But it had something inside.”

“Oh?” She was intrigued. “Well, don’t keep it to 
yourself.”  

Davina took a powder blue handkerchief out of her 
pocket to show her. There was white embroidery at 
the bottom in the initials, J. H. T. 

Ailith snatched the cloth from her hands. “Mum?” 
She had a hint of scorn in her voice. “Why would her 
handkerchief be in there?” 

“I don’t know. But you should let go of the resent-
ment you have of her.” 

Ailith could feel a coldness in her bones. “I can’t. 
Not only did she leave us but she-”

She stopped talking as the cloth suddenly burst 
into flames. She threw it on the floor and stomped on 
it, but the fire wouldn’t extinguish. Instead, a hand 
of flames burst from the cloth and gripped Davina’s 
wrist hard enough to yank her to the floor. 

Chapter Three
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