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Congratulations McDowell we made it to the end of 
the school year and the last issue of The Trojan Voice 
for 2017-2018. 

We, as editors-in-chief, created a list of goals at the 
beginning of this school year for The Trojan Voice. We 
are very pleased to say that we accomplished our big-
gest goal — not bundling issues. The Trojan Voice is 
supposed to be a monthly publication and last year due 
to busy schedules we did not adhere to that, but this 
year we did. We published each month because of our 
staff who worked very hard to produce this publication 
month in and month out. We are so proud of them for 
their dedication. 

We would also like to thank Kim Marzka in the Mill-
creek print shop, who is retiring this year, for getting 
our magazine back to us from the print shop in such a 

timely manner. She has been such an asset to our 
team and we wish her the best in retired life. 

Have a great summer break, McDowell! We'll 
be back in August producing new content!

Samantha Mannion 
Kensley Semple

Co-Editors-in-Chief
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Full Time Millcreek Police Officer 
Hired to Protect McDowell

T.R.O.J.A.N. Response
Threat 

assessment

Run if you can

Obstruct/Barricade 
(lock down)

Join forces with each other

Attack as a last resort

Never give up 

Even before school shootings occurred in Florida and Texas, 
Millcreek Township School District wanted to prevent school 
shootings from happening in its schools. At the beginning of the 
2017-2018 school year Millcreek Township police officers rotated 
a daily presence in the senior high building until funding was ap-
proved to hire a full-time officer.

Millcreek police officer Nathan Spiker permanently took on the 
responsibilities of watching over the students at MHS shortly after 
the school year started in Oct. 

He began working with the district administration by chang-
ing lock down procedures to the idea of the T.R.O.J.A.N. response 
standing for: Threat assessment, Run if you can, Obstruct/Barri-
cade (lock down), Join forces with each other, Attack as a last re-
sort, and to Never give up. Officer Spiker saw need for this change 
in procedure. 

“Currently students just hide under tables or desks and are sit-
ting ducks, so when looking back at tragedies like the Parkland, 
Fla. shooting, I saw a need to learn from them,” Spiker said. 

According to Spiker, there’s never been an incident of a school 
shooting with mass casualties where a School Resource Officer 
(SRO) is in the building. Spiker stated that McDowell tries to keep 
him in the building as much as possible.

Spiker comes to McD with ten years experience. He attended 
Slippery Rock University and earned a degree in special education, 
but later added police officer to his list of specialties. 

“One day I went to the police academy with a friend of mine, 
but didn’t really desire to be a police officer at the time,” Spiker 
said. “While in the academy I saw where I could use my degree in 
education and apply it to my job as a police officer.”

McDowell’s head principal, Brian Fuller, said he feels confident 
and comfortable with him here. “If (a threat) were to come into the 
building, we have someone here who can neutralize the situation 
quicker. He’s here to be support staff.”

As of right now Officer Spiker is the only armed officer in the 

senior high building as the district see how that went before they 
explored investing into more police officers he said.

The SRO at McDowell Intermediate High School, Jim Rich, 
served as a police officer in Columbus, Ohio, for five years and 
has worked for McDowell since 2009. For the 2018-2019 school 
year, he will be given specialized training as a civilian, and also be 
armed to respond in a time of crisis. 

“I believe you have to have lots of training that needs to be spe-
cialized, but for me it’s very important that it’s repetitive and spe-
cific to the situation,” Rich said. “However, you have to be prepared 
to handle those situations because it’s not something you should 
take lightly.”

Officer Spiker will be working closely with Rich on any po-
lice-related matters that happen at MIHS.

McDowell sophomore Anthony Baez, expects Spiker and Rich 
to keep them safe and risk their lives in a time of crisis. “If it’s 
Mr. Rich at the Intermediate, then I’m okay with it because he’s an 
ex-police officer and should be okay in a crisis.”

Officer Spiker hopes to bring ease to the school, but he’s also 
trying to implement a unique and custom fit for McDowell. He 
wants to limit the potential threats by  making one entrance into 
the building, putting in some new equipment, and conduct back-
ground checks or Megan's Law checks before people are allowed 
into the building. He’s trying his best not to require a lot of money 
to make these changes and do his best to keep the students as safe 
as possible.

by Courtney Balcombe

News
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McDowell News

Next year’s incoming freshmen 
won’t notice any difference, but ad-
vancing sophomores, juniors, and 
seniors will be met with a new chal-
lenge when they walk through the 
doors in August. Starting in the 
2018-19 school year, the Millcreek 
Township School District (MTSD) 
will no longer allow high school stu-
dents to carry their backpacks with 
them throughout the school day.

William Hall, Superintendent of 
the Millcreek Township School Dis-
trict, says this new policy aims to 
“discourage concealment of alcohol, 
tobacco, and drug paraphernalia.” 
This change was also implemented in 
an attempt to increase school safety.

Some students, however, are un-
sure how the lack of backpacks will 
increase their security. While some 
think that removing backpacks re-
duces the number of potentially dan-
gerous items students can carry with 
them, others think it won’t make a 
difference.

“I don’t think that removing back-
packs will increase school safety 
because students could still bring a 
weapon or something to school ei-
ther way,” said Ashley Taylor, a junior 
at McDowell High School (MHS).

Together, both buildings contain 
roughly 2,814 non-athletic lock-
ers, and with a total of about 2,097 
students making up both MHS and 
MIHS, there are definitely enough 
lockers for every student. This year, 
only 203 of 1,044 upperclassmen 
were assigned a locker at MHS.

Taylor believes not being able to 
carry her backpack will “cause an 
inconvenience” when she travels be-
tween schools and classes. She says 
she hasn’t used her locker at all this 
year.

Jake Vommaro, a 10th grader at 
MIHS, doesn’t use his locker, either. 
Despite being “used to having [his] 
backpack right on [his] back,” he 
thinks he’ll get used to carrying his 
books pretty quickly because that’s 
what he had to do in middle school.

Some students do use their lock-
ers to hold larger textbooks, binders 
they don’t need, or sports equipment, 
but most use their backpack to carry 
what they have with them. 

Taylor does say that one of the 
benefits of using a locker is not hav-
ing to carry so many books at once, 
although she believes students are 
more likely to forget materials.

Timmy Simon, a current fresh-
man, worries about having enough 
time to get to his locker between 
classes at MIHS due to all of the hall-
ways and size of the building. He also 
has concerns about traveling while 
carrying binders, especially in the 
winter.

“There is some concern that we 
may need to add travel time through-
out the school day to accommodate 
long walking distances,” Hall said.

Some students think there are 
more effective ways to protect stu-
dents, as well. Taylor believes that 
investing in metal detectors would 
be a better precaution in terms of vi-
olence prevention.

“That way even something on the 
body could be seen, since people 
don’t just bring weapons or other 
things in bags,” she says.

Details of the policy will be dis-
cussed this summer. Hall asks 
students to remain patient while 
everything is worked out, and to re-
member the policy was implemented 
“in the interest of improved safety at 
the high school.”

McDowell Bans Backpack Use 
During School Hours

by Natalie Sebunia
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Opinion

Should They Stay or Should They Go: Backpacks
by Lexi Turnquist

be granted more than a 3 min-
ute travel time, considering they 
would have to stop at their lock-
ers first to exchange their books? 
Most teachers require a binder 
and notebook for each class, and 
with four classes a day, carry-
ing four binders at once would 
be nearly impossible. Students 
would have to stop at their lock-
er in between each class, which is 
extremely time consuming and a 
big hassle doing if the student is 
injured or disabled.

I don’t know about the sched-
ules of other students, but for 
most of my classes throughout 
high school were large distanc-
es away from each other, or even 
in the other building complete-
ly. The five minute time span in 
between classes would not have 
allowed me to stop before class-
es without being late, resulting 
in a tardy. This would result in 
travel time, or in between class 
time, must be extended in order 
to allow students to get what they 
need for the next class.

Another point that should 
be taken into consideration is, 
at McDowell, or in schools in 
general, multiple students suf-
fer from injuries throughout the 
year, whether that be sports relat-
ed or just an accident. Whether 

With school shootings being a 
more common concern in today’s 
society, the topic of students not 
carrying their backpacks during 
the school day is being discussed 
within the district. The obligation 
to keep students safe and prevent 
students from bringing drugs or 
nicotine products, like vapes, into 
school would be their primary 
reasoning for enforcing the ban, 
if, of course, it takes effect. 

The fact that a student or an 
impostor could come into our 
school to cause harm is a serious 
issue; the district has already tak-
en precautions to protect the stu-
dents, such as not allowing access 
through the walkway past travel 
times and installing a safety and 
security glass on the doors in or-
der to delay a shooter for up to 
two minutes and give the school 
and police more time to act.

The idea that someone with 
the cruel intent of inflicting pain 
upon others could simply conceal 
a weapon in a backpack is con-
cerning. I fully understand there 
are reasons why students should 
be forced to leave their bags in 
their lockers throughout the day. 
However, there are several oth-
er aspects we should be thinking 
about as well. 

For example, would students 

it’s a broken arm or a torn ACL, 
carrying books down the walk-
way may prove to be difficult for 
these students with crutches or 
casts. So how does administration 
intend on helping the students 
with these special needs? Or how 
about the kids that suffer from 
more than just one injury, and 
are disabled? These students may 
not be able to carry their books 
to and from buildings, or to and 
from their classes. This is one rea-
son why many are so fond of their 
backpacks to begin with. It makes 
things easier when were all re-
quired to do so much, some more 
than others.

What if it is raining or snowing 
profusely, as Erie weather tends to 
do? With the walkway being a pri-
marily open space, until actions 
are made to make it enclosed, our 
books and binders would not pro-
vided with the proper protection 
or concealment, and our text-
books, which are far too valuable 
to even spend the district’s money 
on, would get wet and ruined.

There are multiple scenarios 
that we need to take into account 
when discussing this possible 
change. If this change is made, a 
lot of small, yet expensive, chang-
es would need to be made as well. 
So, is it worth it? 
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Sports

McDowell Girls Lacrosse 
reaches new heights

A 7-0 season start for McDowell 
girls lacrosse has never happened—un-
til now. A young, but very experienced 
team came out strong this season. An 
unheard of six freshman made the var-
sity team and are all contributing in 
there own way, but it’s two seniors who 
hit new levels in their careers. 

Forward Rachel Tufts reached a 
large milestone of 100 career goals 
on May 11, and goalie Maura Keinath 
reached over 400 career saves a few 
games before that. 

The Trojans continued to have a very 
historic season among some adversity 
as well. They lost a few athletes to inju-
ries, but that hasn’t stopped their mo-
mentum. “We have such a great team 
chemistry this year and such great tal-
ent that we’ll have a great record at the 
end of the season,” Keinath said. She 
has been playing McDowell lacrosse 
for about eight years and this is her 
best season so far. When she hit 400 
saves, she didn’t even know at first. Her 
team was chanting her name at the end 

of the game against Nichols and 
then ran over and celebrated 

with her which included mas-
sive amounts of jumping and 
yelling with their sticks in 
the air.

The team reacted in similar 
way when senior Rachel Tufts 

scored her 100th goal against 
Conneaut on May 11, a difficult 
achievement for a midfielder. 

But as impressive as the se-
niors have been this season, the 

freshmen have also been mak-
ing some noise. Erin Bright, 
Caitlin Morris, Adelaide 

Bischof, Ellie Schau, Darby 
Blanchette, and Sydney Kein-

ath have added many different 
elements to the team. 

Parent Lori Bischof says the 
parents affectionately call them the “6 
pack” as the have been playing with 
each other since the 5th grade. The 
“6 pack” can be credited with 110 out 
of the 173 goals and 61 percent of the 
teams assists. 

According to Lori Bischof, the girls 
worked exceptionally hard in the 
off-season to not only make the varsity 
team but contribute to the team. 

“We all just get along really 
well,” says junior captain Mia 
DeMarco. She has been a 
longtime varsity player 
and is really happy with 
this season’s results go-
ing into the playoffs. 
She started out her high 
school career playing vol-
leyball too but she decided 
to only “stick" with lacrosse.

“When you’re in a sport, you have 
to really love what you’re doing or else 
you’re just going through the motions, 
but lacrosse is the only sport I’m still 

playing because I enjoy going to prac-
tice and I enjoy being there,” DeMarco 
says.

Watching the girls on the field, 
you would see that enjoyment come 
through. Whether it’s from their 
themed practices to a seemingly iconic 
“crab walk” performed by Mary Cassa-
no that never fails to make her team-
mates laugh. 

So McDowell might be starting a 
dynasty in women’s lacrosse. However, 
with a sport that grows as sporadically 
as lacrosse has, it is hard to tell when 
any new player or team could pop up 
and start to dominate the playoffs. 

As the playoffs start this season, the 
Trojans will begin with an immediate 
class championship win due to the dis-
sipation of certain league structures. 
As a matter of fact, the current seniors 
were the last players to ever play in a 
girls lacrosse District 10 championship 
game. 

The team played State College first 
in the playoffs and came up short los-
ing 15-8. But the future of the team 
still looks bright. 

Photos and story by 
Dominic Ferraro

“We have such a 
great team chemistry 

this year and such 
great talent.”

- Maura Keinath

Maura Keinath, goalie

Rachel Tufts, midfielder



Before participating in a lifeguarding course, a person must pass 
a prerequisite swim test. While this varies depending on the organi-
zation, most require that a person can swim at least 300 yards, tread 
water for two minutes without using their arms, and swim one length 
of the pool while holding an object on their stomach.

In the class, Moss says students learn about water safety and res-
cues, as well as “proper techniques for communicating and enforc-
ing rules and how to recognize potential problems in many different 
emergency situations and weather conditions.”

The Red Cross offers training classes year-round for kids at least 
15 years old by the last day of the class. This class teaches students 
Oxygen Administration, CPR, First Aid, and Automatic External 
Defibrillator (AED) administration in addition to water and land 
safety skills. It costs $175 and includes about 25 hours of training.

The YMCA of Greater Erie also offers lifeguarding classes that 
teach CPR, First Aid, Oxygen Administration, and AED use. Mem-
bers pay $30 for the prerequisite swim and $165 for the rest of the 
class, while non-members pay $35 for the prerequisite swim and 
$185 for the rest of the class.

To pass a course, students must attend all classes, demonstrate 
rescue skills, and earn an 80 percent on the written exam, which 
includes questions on all types of injuries, procedures, and skills 
learned in the class.

Lifeguarding Opportunities
In Erie, there are many facilities that hire lifeguards. Water parks 

like Waldameer or Splash Lagoon, beaches, and indoor and outdoor 
pools often need lifeguards year-round or just during the summer.

Both Moss and Irwin agree that the best part of lifeguarding is 
helping people have fun in a safe environment and knowing people 
are safe in and around the water.

“Leaving a shift knowing everyone was safe on your watch gives 
you so much self-worth,” Irwin says.
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Heroes of the Pool: Lifeguards Protect Patron Safety
by Natalie Sebunia

As summer approaches, people may begin to look for summer 
jobs. One job often in high demand is lifeguarding, and since the 
Center for Disease Control and Prevention reports drowning as the 
second leading cause of death from unintentional injuries in children 
ages 5 to 14, it’s an important one.

Typical Responsibilities of a Lifeguard
Being a lifeguard comes with plenty of responsibilities. Mildred 

Moss, the Aquatics Director at the Downtown YMCA, says a life-
guard’s main responsibility is injury prevention, but if necessary, they 
need to know how to handle emergency situations.

Lifeguards are in charge of the safety of patrons both in and out of 
the pool. This involves enforcing pool rules and scanning the water 
to ensure swimmer safety.

Emily Irwin, the Aquatics Director at the Eastside Family YMCA, 
says that lifeguards have to be “mentally, physically and emotionally 
prepared” because an incident could occur at any moment.

They must know how to deal with a variety of situations from 
managing pool deck safety and bandaging small cuts to saving a 
heart attack or drowning victim.

Junior Emma Louie, a lifeguard at McDowell Intermediate High 
School’s pool, says her typical day involves guarding swim lessons or 
open pool, with the occasional birthday party.

She says one of the hardest parts of her job is enforcing the rules 
when people don’t listen because they often think she’s being mean or 
strict, when really she is just looking out for their safety. 

“It’s nice to know that you’re doing something good by guarding 
lives, as well as knowing that parents can confide in you to guard 
their children,” Louie says.

A Lifeguard’s Personality
Because of the level of responsibility that comes with lifeguarding, 

it’s important to establish trust with both patrons and teammates.
According to Irwin, lifeguards need to be “people-oriented pro-

fessionals.” Being proactive and vigilant while maintaining compo-
sure helps lifeguards accomplish their main goal of injury prevention.

Moss says a lifeguard “should be a leader, have strong personal 
skills, and have the ability to focus for long periods of time,” as well 
as possess strong teamwork abilities. 

Lifeguards also need to be patient. Louie says when kids are mis-
behaving she chooses to walk over and gently explain the rules rather 
than yell at the swimmers.

“You need a kind and bubbly personality,” Louie says. “These peo-
ple who are coming to the pool want to be greeted by nice guards and 
not ones who look like they don’t want to be there.”

Lifeguard Certification
Lifeguards must be certified in order to work, so they need to 

enroll in courses that teach them how to prevent accidents from 
happening, recognize potential victims, activate an emergency ac-
tion plan, perform different rescues, care for victims, and report in-
cidents.

“Being a lifeguard is not an easy job and can be very stressful 
at some points,” Louie says. “You always have to be on alert in case 
something were to happen.” 

Junior, Emma Louie, is one of the lifeguards at McDowell 
Intermediate. She works both during the school year and 
in the summer. 
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It has been de-
scribed as “com-

pulsive rap-
ping” by some 
and “random 
freestyling” 
by others. 

Regardless of 
what you call 

it, if Joe Moyer is 
in the hallway with 
you, you know it. 

Moyer is famous at McDowell for strolling down the 
hallways while singing, dancing and acknowledging 
everyone he sees, even if he doesn't know them. He 
believes in the importance of expressing yourself. 
“Nobody should tell you how to act. Only you can be 
you,” Moyer says. This philosophy of individuality is 
what gives Moyer the ability to brighten someone's 
day with a simple, “Hey bro, how you doin’?”  

If you walk in and 
out of McDowell 

on a daily basis, 
chances are you 
have passed ju-
nior Luke Stew-
art, holding the 

door, with one 
hand, while giving 

a fist bump with the 
other and saying, “Have 

a great day!” to each person 
who exits. Most people are in a mad dash out of the 
building after school, but not this young man. “I no-
ticed that people smile when you hold the door for 
them, and I think McDowell needs more smiles,” 
Stewart says. Stewart’s quest to evoke smiles from 
others has brightened many people’s days. He also 
participates in ROTC and is a leader in HERD, an or-
ganization that helps people with various disabilities 
go bowling every Saturday.
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Trojan Tributes

In order to expose the “kindness champions” right here at McDowell High School, individuals submitted nomi-
nates whom they caught triggering smiles and making McDowell a better place. Out of the 60 submissions, five 
have been selected and noted for their kindness. 

Trojan Tributes:
Trending Kindness in Trojan Territory

Story and Photos by Atalie Soule

Luke Stewart, Junior Joe Moyer, Senior

Think about the 
first time you en-

tered McDowell. 
Whether it was 
yesterday or 
four years ago, 
chances are you 

felt lost in the 
sea of unfamiliar 

faces and labyrinth 
of hallways. Abby Di-

Marco, went out of her way to 
talk to a newly transferred student who was “lonely 
and needing friends.” DiMarco introduced the new 
student to other members of the McDowell Marching 
Band, making McDowell seem less overwhelming 
and more like home. Little did DiMarco know, the 
stranger would soon become a close friend. This soft 
spoken student spreads her kindness in other ways 
too by playing flute in the marching band and volun-
teering at a local bunny shelter.  

Abby DiMarco, Sophomore

Perhaps you have 
seen Mackenzie 
Hancock around, 
as she partici-
pates in Literacy 
Club, Marching 

Band and Stage 
Crew and volun-

teers for Footsteps 
of Erie County and 

Little Orphan Angels, but 
she made this list because someone saw her invite 
a student who was sitting alone at lunch to join her 
table. The student took her up on her offer and con-
tinued to sit at Hancock’s table for the remainder of 
the quarter. It may not seem like a big deal, but these 
simple acts of inclusion can truly improve someone’s 
day. “We should try to escape our internal biases and 
not judge people until we know them,” Hancock says 
regarding McDowell’s issues with rumors and nega-
tive gossip. 

Mackenzie Hancock, Senior

Emily Eman-
uel partici-
pates in Best 

Buddies, an 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l 

organization that 
pairs students with in-

dividuals with special needs to do various activities 
in the community. Emanuel’s best buddy is Mat Ser-
afin, a sophomore at McDowell. Emanuel was sub-
mitted for her kindness and support during a recent 
Unified Track and Field Meet. Unified Track allows 
students with and without intellectual disabilities to 
collectively represent their school in competition. 
She smiled and clapped from the sidelines during the 
meets, rooting on her best buddy and the other track 
participants. 

Emily Emanuel, Junior

Jacob To-
bolewski was 
s u b m i t t e d 
by multiple 
people for his 

motivat ional 
pep talks aimed 

at getting his stu-
dents to reach their full 

potential. He encourages his students to explore who 
they are as people and their futures. “I think students 
underestimate how much teachers care about them 
as individuals,” Tobolewski says. During his Tedx-
Erie talk in November, “Apathy or Investment,” he 
expressed how pertinent it is for students to invest in 
themselves. Additionally, Tobolewski enjoys work-
ing with the Robotics Team, co-directing a youth 
group at Fairview Presbyterian Church, and camping 
with his family. 

Jacob Tobolewski, 
Chemistry 

Teacher



erty, so they should be allowed to decorate it if they choose. 
The majority of the graduates are 17 or 18 years old, and 

they should be mature enough to not put anything inappro-
priate on the caps to ruin it for future classes or to embarrass 
themselves and their families on this monumental occasion.

Perhaps graduation organizers see giving permission for 
this as a time consuming thing to check amid the bustle of 
graduation day, but here are some ways to make sure the caps 
are appropriate. 

The seniors who want to decorate their caps could be 
allowed a day at the end of the year, between their last day 
and graduation, to come into school and decorate their caps. 
It would be a great opportunity for everyone to have one 
last moment together. Afterward the caps could be collected 
by the teachers, who could volunteer to return them to the 
students on June 7 when they arrive to line up. Since they get 
their caps and gowns the day before graduation, they would 
not be able to get new caps within 24 hours between getting 
them and the graduation ceremony.

This would be a fun tradition for the students decorating 
them because it would allow for them to show off their per-
sonalities to the audience and would give the students one 
last chance to express themselves as Trojans.

Seniors should be allowed to decorate their caps, if not 
this year, then definitely next year. McDowell needs to put a 
little faith in their seniors and give them their chance to not 
only be make memories, but also show their maturity at the 
same time. No one should ruin this for the following years of 
seniors because it’s their last moment together, all 500 plus of 
them.

One week. That’s all the seniors have left before they 
graduate. 

However, all year there has been one thing on the top of 
their heads: a decoration for the mortar board on the top of 
their caps.

There are various schools that allow the students to dec-
orate their caps, especially colleges, but Harborcreek High 
School as well as Erie High School allows their seniors to be 
mature and decorate them appropriately. Yet the main con-
cern, according to Darcie Mosley, the Millcreek Township 
Assistant Superintendent, is that if one or two seniors came 
to graduation with something inappropriate on their caps 
they organizers would need to have replacements on hand. 
To order extra caps in case of this event would be costly for 
McDowell, but it would also ruin the chance to decorate caps 
for the following senior class.

Students have asked to decorate their caps for the last 
couple of years. At the beginning of the 2017-2018 school 
year, there was a petition going around about being allowed 
to decorate the caps. It went around to all the students at 
McDowell and some people from the community also signed 
the petition. Altogether, it received approximately 1,000 
signatures.

After spending the majority of their lives in school, deco-
rating their caps for graduation is seen by some as  a way to 
express themselves.

There are various reasons for why they should be allowed 
to decorate their caps. In January, seniors pay $30 for their 
cap and gown, then they graduate and keep the cap along 
with the memories. This means the cap is the senior’s prop-

9

Staff Editorial

Caps are Going to Fly, but no Decor Allowed

Former McDowell student, Brianna VanGiesen had to wait until she graduated from Mercyhurst University 
to decorate her cap in her own style. She earned her B.A. in English from Mercyhurst on May 13. 
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along with future Vice President Andy Gonzalez, 
plan to explore methods in which students can bet-
ter handle stress. This includes therapy dogs at the 
senior high during AP testing and finals. 

Next year's Student Council Secretary,  
Annastet Ngo, would like to see more student body 
participation in the General Council Meeting every 
Thursday. This is a council meeting that is open for 
any McDowell student to attend. It is the secretary's 
role to organize these meetings. 

Behind the scenes, Savannah Alfaro, the re-
turning Student Council Treasurer, will work to 
keep Student Council finances in check as well as 
organize fund raisers for McDowell and various 
non-profit organizations. 

As this year comes to an end, current President 
Zareen Khan knows she is leaving McDowell in 
good hands. “These kids have really great ideas and 
with their determination, they will be able to im-
plement them,” Khan says. 

On May 4, over 360 eligible sophomores and 
juniors took to the McDowell polls to cast their 
votes for the 2018-2019 Student Council Officers. 
According to John Schmidt, McDowell’s Student 
Council adviser and the supervisor of the elec-
tion, this is the largest voter turnout of any student 
council election on record. Now many are wonder-
ing what the new student leaders have in store for 
the upcoming school year. 

President-Elect, Nik Khodzhayan, emphasizes 
that the new board’s main goal will be articulat-
ing the student body’s needs to the administration. 
This includes exploring more effective platforms to 
communicate with the McDowell population, low-
ering the activity fee, getting Twizzlers back in the 
vending machines, and getting students the right to 
decorate their graduation caps.  

She will do what she can to make McDowell a 
place “where we enjoy ourselves a little more, make 
our voices heard, and feel safer,” Khodzhayan says. 

Student safety and well being is another major 
concern of the new officers. The future president, 

by Atalie Soule

Voter Turnout Highest Ever in 
Student Council Election

The seniors pictured above from left to right, Annastet Ngo (secretary), Nicole Khodzhayan (president), Andy Gonzalez (vice 
president), and Savannah Alfaro (treasurer), are already working on plans for next year's student council.
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News

McDowell Launches AP-Focused 
Distinctive Scholar Program

by Natalie Sebunia

“I love researching topics and writing papers, especially if 
they are of a topic of my interest, so I’m really excited about 
that aspect,” says Aashka Gupta, a freshman eligible for the pro-
gram. She’s also excited to work alongside other hard-working 
students.

Once students pass AP Seminar, they will be eligible to take 
AP Research. In AP Research, students choose one topic to re-
search throughout the class and learn how to effectively ana-
lyze information as they work with local organizations. Robert 
Hodgson is expected to teach the three-quarter course. 

“By committing to the Capstone program, as well as the ad-
ditional requirements of DSP, students will be able to demon-
strate on college applications that they are students who are 

dedicated to rigorous learning, to their community, 
and to personal growth,” Maciejewski says.

Future AP
According to Rys, both AP Seminar and 

AP Research will help students prepare for 
the workload of college classes because 
“they’re not content related; they’re skills 
based.”

 Most of the students invited to ap-
ply for DSP are looking forward to the 
challenges it will present.

“I really feel as if the program, es-
pecially the research class, will help me 

develop important skills and habits that I 
normally wouldn’t be able to develop until 

college,” Gupta says.
Sophie Beilharz, a freshman who applied for 

the program, believes that the DSP and AP Capstone 
requirements present a challenge, but will ultimately open up 
more opportunities for her in the future. 

Beilharz says, for her, the only con of the program is the 
amount of space AP Seminar and AP Research will take up in 
her schedule.

Because of the heavy workload, Rys says that earning an 
AP Capstone diploma and being a member of the Distinctive 
Scholars Program is beneficial in the college admissions pro-
cess, as it shows students can handle a demanding honors pro-
gram.

“We’re hoping in the coming years to maybe be able to offer 
a couple sections of (AP) Seminar, so other students… can get 
involved as well,” Means says.

To read the full story, check out www.trojantimesonline.
com.

A total of 24 freshmen and sophomores were invited to ap-
ply for McDowell’s new Distinctive Scholar Program (DSP), 
and with Millcreek adding new Advanced Placement (AP) 
classes to its list of offerings, these students will also have the 
opportunity to say that they are working towards their AP Cap-
stone diploma.

Distinctive Scholar Program
DSP functions as a higher level Honors College, and in order 

to be eligible for the new program, students must have previ-
ously been a member of McDowell’s Honors College. Christine 
Rys, a guidance counselor at McDowell High School, says the 
program is for motivated and hard-working students 
who “are really ready for another level of rigor.”

The freshmen eligible to apply were chosen 
based on a 4.0 weighted GPA and PSAT 8/9 
scores of at least 1210, while sophomores need-
ed to have at least a 4.0 weighted GPA and a 
PSAT 10 score of at least 1400.

Beth Maciejewski and Sandra Means, 
who oversee the Honors College, will head 
this new program designed to give more 
research experience to students. 

Some requirements include full en-
rollment in AP and honors classes and 
maintaining a 4.0 weighted GPA, along 
with previous Honors College require-
ments such as three credits of language 
and 20 service hours.

“It has to be a real commitment on behalf 
of the student to want to do research, learn at that 
level, (and) commit to taking the six AP courses that 
Capstone would require,” Means says.

New Option
Students in the program will work towards the AP Capstone 

Diploma. To earn this distinction, students must score a three 
or higher on the AP assessment in AP Seminar, AP Research, 
and four other AP courses throughout their high school careers.

“The AP Capstone program helps students develop upper 
level creative and critical thinking skills, research skills, collab-
orative and communicative skills, and exploration and argu-
mentative skills,” Maciejewski says. 

Students are encouraged to take AP Seminar, a 1.5 credit 
course scheduled to be taught by Jill White and Mary Gibson, 
as sophomores. In the course, students learn how to analyze 
information, propose solutions to real-world issues, and work 
with others while conducting hands-on research projects.
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Your Mother All the Time
by Samantha Mannion

High school traditionally is the time between 
childhood and adulthood where kids learn to be 
independent-now imagine having your mother 
there the whole time. For some that is a horrifying 
thought, for others it is comforting, and for stu-
dents like Maddy Rush, Allie Testa, and Jack Holm-
berg, it’s a reality.

Rush spends most of her time with her moth-
er, McDowell Guidance Counselor Pam Miller. 
Though she never had her mother as a guidance 
counselor for ethical reasons, they do almost ev-
erything together-at home, in school, and during 
after school activities like Unified Track and the 
Girls Athletic Club. So, for Rush, her relationship 
with her mother is constant.

She says that having her mother in the build-
ing “has always been comforting knowing that if I 
needed anything or if I had to run out somewhere 
she could help me out with that.” She also said that 
there were times when it was awkward, but overall 
going to school with her mother has been positive.

Miller also worked in the same building as her 
older son, Ryan Rush, when he attended McDow-
ell and her advice to teachers with children in the 
district is “to not be that parent that tries to micro-
manage their classes.” For example, as a guidance 
counselor she has access to her daughter’s grades 
all day long and has to refrain from looking con-
stantly and questioning them.

Rush’s mother reflected on the experience say-

MHS Guidance counselor, Pam Miller, goes to school everyday with her daughter Maddy Rush. 
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ing, “I’ve enjoyed getting to know [her] friends on 
a different level.”

Going to school, Allie Testa and Maggie Tes-
ta had a different approach than Rush and Miller. 
They strived to create a normal teacher-student re-
lationship. 

Allie Testa did have her mother as a teacher in 
honors precalculus and trigonometry, and they 
both agreed that it was a little awkward at first, but 
it became normal rather quickly.

“I didn’t treat her any differently,” Maggie Testa 
said. “She still had to raise her hand and get called 
on.” Allie Testa did her homework without asking 
her mother for help and instead would ask friends 
for help or wait until they got to school to ask.

Parent-child pairs do feel there is some level of 
comfort that comes from walking the same halls as 
a child, which is how Jennifer Holmberg, Algebra 2 

and geometry teacher, approaches working where 
her kids go to school. Holmberg’s daughter, Emily, 
graduated in 2016, and her son Jack will graduate 
from McDowell next month. For Holmberg, the 
only difference between  having a daughter and a 
son at school was that Emily stopped by her class-
room more often. She enjoyed that she got to be 
an active participant in their extracurriculars like 
Center for Performing Arts with her daughter and 
sports with her son. 

 “It has been a wonderful experience for me as 
a mom to be part of both of their various school 
events,” she said. “I felt relief and comfort know-
ing my kids were on the same campus as me and I 
could provide support for them should they need 
it.” 

So, on the path to independence having a parent 
just down the hall, might not be so bad after all.
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Geometry and Algebra 2 teacher Jennifer Holm-
berg (right) found comfort in having both her 
children at McDowell. Her son Jack Holmberg  
will graduate in June and her daughter Emily 
now attends college in New York.

Senior Allie Testa (left) and her mother Maggie 
Testa, a precalculus and trigonometry teacher, 
have attended high school together for the last 
four years. 
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Summer Box Office Blockbusters

Here we are again, at the end of the school year. Last time I featured some movies from February to May. Now I 
am proud to introduce upcoming summer blockbusters. 

Incredibles 2 | June 15
Elastigirl (Holly Hunter) is given the responsibility of being super, while her 
husband, Mr. Incredible (Craig T. Nelson) is undertaking an even greater 
task — taking care of their three children. 

Tag | June 15
For one month every year, five friends from high school compete in a game 
of tag. This time around, the only undefeated player (Jeremy Renner) has 
his wedding coinciding with the game. Hilarity ensues. 

Oceans 8 | June 8
A parallel story to the Ocean’s saga, Oceans 8 follow Debbie Ocean (San-
dra Bullock), sister of Danny Ocean, as she gathers a crew of seven women 
to attempt to pull off a seemingly impossible heist. 

Ant Man and the Wasp | July 6
Where were Ant Man and the Wasp during Infinity War? While Scott Lang 
(Paul Rudd) was trying to balance being a superhero and a father, Hope 
van Dyne (Evangeline Lilly) and Dr. Hank Pym (Michael Douglas) present 
him with a mission that will uncover secrets from the past.

Jurassic World: A Fallen Kingdom | June 22
Four years after the destruction of Jurassic World, Owen Grady (Chris 
Pratt) and Claire Dearing (Bryce Dallas Howard) return to the island to save 
the dinosaurs before a volcano erupts. However, the company funding the 
rescue operation plans to do something sinister with them instead. 

by Greg Rounds
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The Equalizer 2 | July 20
A high level government assassin (Denzel Washington) delivers justice 
to those who exploit and oppress. When his friend is killed, he will stop 
at nothing to bring her murderers to justice.

Mission Impossible: Fallout | July 27
After a mission goes wrong, Ethan Hunt (Tom Cruise) and his team race 
against time to save the world. The movie follows the events of Ghost 
Protocol and Fallout of Rogue.

Christopher Robbin | Aug. 3
Now a working-class family man, Christopher Robin (Ewan McGregor) 
meets his childhood friend Winnie-the-Pooh (Jim Cummings), who re-
teaches him the joys of life.

Meg | Aug. 10
After a submarine is attacked and trapped at the bottom of the ocean, a 
rescue diver (Jason Statham) must save the crew from the sea creature, 
the Megalodon.

Skyscraper | July 13
A former FBI Hostage Rescue Team leader and U.S. war veteran (Dwayne 
Johnson) now assesses security for skyscrapers. On assignment in Hong 
Kong, he assesses the world’s tallest and safest building in the world, but 
when it goes up in flames, he is framed for it. Now he is on the run with 
his family stuck in the building.

(t
3.

gs
ta

tic
.co

m
)

(t
1.

gs
ta

tic
.co

m
)

(t
3.

gs
ta

tic
.co

m
)

(t
1.

gs
ta

tic
.co

m
)

(t
3.

gs
ta

tic
.co

m
)

15



16

  

    

Who’s Who?: A Guide to

Key: 
Green - Current Position
Blue - Moved Positions
Red - Fired from Position
Orange - Resigned
Purple - Unfilled Position

Michael Flinn
Resigned due to meetings with 

Russia being disclosed.

HR McMaster
Trump said he was fired due to 

“Reshaping the national  
security team.”

John Bolton 
Current

Gina Haspel
Current

Mike Pompeo
Current

Rex Tillerson 
Fired due to policy disputes

Christopher 
Wray 

Current

James Comey 
Fired after investigating a 

Russian scandal in Trump’s 
campaign.

Sean Spicer
Resigned because he disagreed 

with Scaramucci being  
appointed as White House 
Communications Director.

Sarah Sanders 
Current

Betsy DeVos 
Current  

Head of Department  
of Education

Mike Pence 
Current

Vice President

Jared Kushner 
Current

Senior Advisor

National Security Advisor

Mike Pompeo
Moved to Secretary of State

Secretary of State

Director of the CIA

White House Press Secretary

Director of the FBI

President Donald Trump’s staff has gone 
through many changes over his 18 months 
in office. A few faces are the same as on 
day one like Vice President Mike Pence, 
Jared Kushner and Betsy DeVos, but oth-
ers haven’t been so lucky. 

Whether they resigned or were fired 
many White House positions seem like 
a revolving door. President Trump’s style 
of hiring has brought a lot of controversy 
and some might see it more as burning 
the house down rather than cleaning it. 
At this point it’s hard to determine who 
the next change might be. Here’s a 
brief guide to some of the biggest 
changes in the White House staff 
over the past year to understand 
who’s in and who’s out.



17

Trump’s White House Staff

Anthony 
Scaramucci

Fired after calling Reince Priebus a  
“paranoid schizophrenic” and  

directing profanity at Steve Bannon. 

Hope Hicks
Resigned after admitting to 

telling “white lies” for  
President Trump.

Jeff Sessions
Current

Sally Yates
Fired after she refused to 
enforce immigration ban.

Reince Priebus 
Resigned after power  

struggle with Scaramucci.

Steve Bannon
Fired after contradicting 

Trump’s position on  
North Korea.

Andrew 
McCabe 

Fired because he “lacked candor 
— including under oath — on 

multiple occasions.” 

John Kelly 
Current

Rob Porter 
Resigned due to domestic 

violence accusations.

Kirstjen 
Nielsen 

Current

Currently 
Unfilled

Currently 
Unfilled

Currently 
Unfilled

Currently 
Unfilled

Photo Not 
Available

by Alex Hopkins 

White House Communications Director

John Kelly 
Replaced Reince Priebus as 
White House Chief of Staff

White House Chief of Staff Secretary of Homeland Security

FBI Deputy Director White House Staff Secretary

Chief StrategistAttorney General



It is not exact how it began, but the feud between 
Taylor Swift and Katy Perry is one that many are aware 
of. One theory of how it started was when Perry started 
dating John Mayer, Swift’s ex. With Swift’s long list of ex 
lovers, it is a surprise that she even remembers their re-
lationship. 

After the news of Katy and John became official, it 
was found that three dancers from Katy Perry’s “Cali-
fornia Dreams World Tour” had been working for Swift. 
Upon hearing the news, Perry’s staff reached out to them 
and asked them to go on Perry’s “Prism” tour in 2013. 
They happily obliged, with one of the dancers, Lockhart 
Brownlie, claiming in an interview with the daily news-
paper The Examiner, “Obviously we were with Katy for 
two and a half years, she's like family to us. So we were, 
like, 'Absolutely.' We weren't really dancing in Taylor's 
tour anyway, so I had got a little bored and I really want-
ed to do a promo tour." 

The three knew this would mean they would have to 
leave Swift’s tour before it was even over. This would ob-
viously upset anyone, so many believe that this is where 
the feud started. Taylor later confirmed that she was up-
set about it by unfollowing all three on Twitter. So, not 
only did she have bad blood with Perry, but the dancers 
as well, pun intended. At this point, fans speculated that 
Swift alluded to the feud through her song lyrics . 

It wasn’t until in an interview with Rolling Stone in 
2015 in which Swift stated that she was having conflicts 
with a female pop artist gave her the ‘harshest’ insult she 
had ever gotten. Over the next few years, the feud was 
never confirmed, but there were many clues to the fact 
that it was indeed there. 

The feud again made headlines on May 8, the opening 
day of Swift’s “Reputation” Stadium Tour began, when 
the singer of “roar” sent an olive branch to Taylor, the 
universal sign of “peace.”. Attached 
to the gift was a note 
claiming she was 
sorry for the mis-
communication, 
even referring 
to Swift as “old 
friend.” Swift 
took to Insta-
gram to thank 
Perry, which 
finally settled 
the feud — at 
least for now.

Safe 
Summer Glow
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Entertainment News

The birth rate across the nation is down but it doesn't 
feel that way among celebrities. Dwayne Johnson and Lau-
ren Hashian, Chrissy Teigen and John Legend, Khloe Kar-
dashian and Tristan Thompson, Offset and Cardi B, and last, 
but not least, Kylie Jenner and Travis Scott are all expecting 
or have already had their beloved children. While the media 
could focus on all of the 2018 babies, the biggest focus is on 
the most popular baby in all of Great Britain: Prince Louis 
Arthur Charles. 

 Prince William and Kate Middleton have had yet another 
heir to the throne—the fifth in line to be exact. The new royal 
baby was named after Lord Louis Mountbatten, Prince Phil-
ip’s uncle, and was introduced to the world on the steps of St. 
Mary’s Hospital on April. 

The family claims they do their best to keep their chil-
dren’s lives as “normal” 
as possible. The couple 
truly does try; for ex-
ample they were caught 
eating lunch at a small 

café with no nan-
ny near. Instead 
dozens of body-
guards were 
present. May-
be not normal 

for the average 
family, but it is as 
normal as British 
royalty gets.

The royal fam-
ily, however, con-
tinues to grow. 
Now that Meghan 
Markle and Prince 

Harry are getting 
married, it is only a 
matter of time before 
another baby could 
be introduced to the 
family. These addi-
tions will never be-
come anything more 
than a princess or a 
prince, but they will 
still be considered a 
heir. 

Royal Bouncing Baby Boy Perry-Swift Feud Ends with 
Peaceful Gesture 
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SIZZLING STEPS TO SIMPLIFY YOURSunny Season
      by Kaylin Lupole

Recommendations

Snow and cold have made headlines for Pennsylvania across the world but summer is just around corner and with that 
comes thoughts of exercise, skincare, wardrobe,  and tanned skin. Look at these staff recommendations and try something 
new this summer season. 

Exercise
Summer is a great way to get rid of your 

winter rolls, and get a striking summer bod. 
Erie has a bunch of local gyms like LECOM, 
multiple YMCA of Greater Erie branch-
es, and Planet Fitness. If the gym scene is 
not your thing, the peninsula is a great way 

to spend your days hiking Presque Isle State 
Park’s beautiful trails, biking on the sidewalk 
or kayaking the lagoons. If your stuck at home, 
walk around your neighbor or even take your 
dog for a stroll. It is important to keep your body 
in good health and feeling excellent.

Your skin is put through a se-
ries of trials from the winter cold 
that sucks up all the moisture. 
Bring hydration and natural glow 
back to your skin. Finding the 
right product can add the mois-
ture into your complexion and 
protect it from those harmful UV 
rays. Try these products based on 
your skin needs.

Wardrobe
No more big, fuzzy wool 

sweaters! Now it’s time for you 
to spunk up your wardrobe 

with the latest breezy summer 
styles. This summer stock your 

wardrobe with plain cropped 
shirts, tank tops, maxi dresses, 

halter crop tops, off the shoulder 
shirts, short linen dresses and 

roomy T-shirt dresses. Shoes that 
are very popular are any colored 

Converse, ankle sandals, and 
comfortable flat sandals with 

straps.

Pictured is a “Dolphin-Hem T-Shirt 
Dress” from Forever 21. The dress 

is sold in both red and white. 

Even though tanning is fun 
it also can be dangerous. If 

you are one that easily burns, 
make sure to use sunscreen to 
protect your skin before going 

out in the sun. Many like to 
tan so they have a warm sum-
mer glow to start off summer 

vacation. There are tanning 
products you can use to get 

your perfect bronzy look. 

Skincare

Safe 
Summer Glow

Liquid Gold Self-Tanning 
Dry Oil, $38 Target

NKD SKN Pre-Shower 
Gradual Tan Lotion, $20 Ulta Beauty

Sephora Tinted Self-Tanning 
Body Mist, $18 Sephora

Face wash
Oily Skin: Skinfix Foaming day Cleanser, $19.99 shop.Skinfixinc.com
Dry Skin: Rodan+Fields Soothe Gentle Cream Wash, $43.00 rodanandfields.
com
Normal Skin: Glossier Milk Jelly Cleanser, $18.00 Glossier.com

Moisturizer
Oily Skin: Neutrogena Hydro Boost Water Gel, $13.99 Walmart
Dry Skin: Neutrogena Rapid Wrinkle Repair Moisturizer, $17.00 Rite-Aid
Normal Skin: Philosophy Hope in a Jar, $39.00 Sephora
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Music

Jams for your June
by Grace DeVies

June 8
Sugarland: Bigger

Country

Having just released their single 
“Mother” in honor of Mother’s Day, 
Jennifer Nettles and Kristian Bush 
are working to build up the release 
of their new album. The band’s sin-
gle “Babe,” written by Taylor Swift 
and Pat Monahan, is the only track 
on the album not written by the duo. 
Bigger, their first project since 2010, 
is highly anticipated by old and new 

fans alike.

June 15 
Nicki Minaj: Queen 

Hip Hop

Many popular music fans have been 
awaiting the return of Nicki Minaj 
following her last album, The Pink-
print, released in 2014. After her 
appearance at the Met Gala and 
alleged conflict with hip hop artist 
Cardi B, Minaj has returned to the 
media spotlight. Fans are hoping to 
see more rap from the artist as well 
as collaborations with other popular 

hip hop and rap artists. 

June 29
Pendulum: Reworks 

Electronic

Having worked on their own individ-
ual projects, Pendulum finally decid-
ed to reassemble and is planning to 
take its sound in a different direction 
for the first time since 2010. Fed up 
with modern dance music and cul-
ture, band member Ron Swire prom-
ises a more individual and heavy 
sound. The band is known for their 

heavy drum and bass sound.

June 29
Florence and the Machine: 

High as Hope 
Indie

English indie rock group Florence 
and the Machine recently debuted 
two new songs live in concert pre-
ceding the release of their new al-
bum. Fans speculate that the album 
will consist of dreamlike music ac-
companied by lead singer Florence 
Welch’s angelic voice. The album, 
which will feature songs titles “Big 
God” and “No Choir,” may also in-

clude religious themes. 

June 29
Bullet for my Valentine: 

Gravity  
Metal

The band has already begun their 
summer tour, which will include 
some international stops. Their up-
coming album will be the first to 
feature drummer Jason Bowld and 
bassist Jamie Mathias. Gravity, avail-
able for preorder now, has been 
preceded by single “Over It” and is 
already promising a different sound 
for the group. Those awaiting the al-
bum can look forward to songs that 
are less musically complex yet pro-

vide a far larger sound. 
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very listenable and will be on the top of my playlist for 
a long time. 

My other favorite song on this album is “Spoil My 
Night” featuring Swae Lee because of its great beat and 
hook. Rae Sremmurd's Swae Lee feature is noticeably 
sub-par in comparison to his recent songs and features. 
But his soft, strong voice slowly comes to a head at the 
end of the song.   

“Over Now” features a strong beat and electric gui-
tar performance making his sing- rapping sound a little 
grimier. 

“Rich and Sad” has a somber tone but strong lyrics 
and Post Malone’s always catchy hooks and if you lis-
ten you’ll understand. These hooks return throughout 
the album but reach a peak on “Better Now” with heavy 
repetition and a light electric guitar in the background. 

A couple tracks however could’ve and should’ve been 
cut because they felt out of place with the flow of the al-
bum, and he could have shortened the run time as a re-
sult. One of them is “Ball for Me” featuring Nicki Minaj 
has a very weird beat and his lyrics are very off  and felt 
more like a pop song than a traditional or even new era 
rap song. But Nicki Minaj’s feature shows off interesting 
voice effects and is a well done feature. 

“Otherside” is again just super out of place and is 
a failed attempt at adding depth to the album but his 
use of synths makes the song more tolerable. I noticed 
that both these tracks have a more pop vibe to it which 
might be why I dislike them and that’s probably because 
I’m looking at Post wrong. He’s obviously an unconven-
tional rapper but maybe a pop-rapper, such as Nicki Mi-
naj or XXXTENTACION, is how I should’ve and how 
he wants to be viewed as. 

But I digress, all in all it is a listenable album and will 
be on the charts for a long time to come but honestly 
I expected more from this and was left slightly disap-
pointed. But that usually happens when an album is as 
hyped up as his.

I give “b&B” four stars, it was a good album but I am 
not sure if I am a fan of the new pop sound he attempt-
ed. I recommend listening to a select few songs like 
“Stay” and “Spoil my Night.”

Post Malone is back after a 2017 hiatus and his highly 
acclaimed album “Stoney” with his latest attempt “b&B”, 
but after listening from start to finish, this new album 
disappoints. 

In “Stoney,” Post Malone experiments with many 
more different types of beats and instruments, but in 
comparison this new album is cleaner and better mixed. 
And “b&B” has been seen at the top of numerous charts 
and hasn’t lost much steam in the following weeks after 
release 

The album runs a little over an hour and throughout 
tells stories of getting over relationships. 

His music also pairs well with the title. “b&B” is about 
partying and buying expensive things such as Bentleys 
as Post does but “Rich and Sad,” “Better Now”, and “Stay” 
talk about past relationship(s) that may connect back to 
classic Post songs like “I Fall Apart.” The album ends 
with three upbeat songs about cars, “92 Explorer,” “Can-
dy Paint,” and “Sugar Wraith” which I think ends the 
album off for perspective on where he is going. I look at 
it as Post Malone saying these relationships didn’t work 
out, but he’s just focus on having a good time because 
he’s young and rich and likes cars. 

Post Malone’s best song yet is “Stay” and centers 
around an acoustic guitar and an old-school vibe. It’s 

Post Malone Unleashes
Unique Style on New Album 

by Dominic Ferraro
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Beat Summer Boredom With 
These Engaging Camps

by Natalie Sebunia

Get ready to pack your bags this summer. Whether you want to sharpen your ball handling skills, master the art 
of theater, or get a leg up on your math and science problem-solving abilities, there’s a summer camp offered for 
every interest. 

Sports Camps
Nike offers multiple camps for 16 different sports, including baseball, 

tennis, basketball, volleyball, football, lacrosse, hockey, swimming, water 
polo, and gymnastics. Price, location, and dates depend on what sport, 
but they typically range from $250 to $1,000, with the closest camps tak-
ing place in Cleveland, Buffalo, N.Y., and Pittsburgh. All camps can be 
found on https://www.ussportscamps.com/. 

If you are looking for a local option, Gannon University has several 
summer athletic programs. Some include a $250 acrobatics and tum-
bling camp (June 27 to June 29), a $60 girls and $50 boys basketball 
camp (Aug. 4, Aug. 11), a $180 girls volleyball camp (July 16 to July 19), 
and $400 girls and boys overnight soccer camp (July 8 to July 11). Edin-
boro University hosts several different sports camps, as well, including 
women’s basketball, cross country, swimming and volleyball.

Art and Theater Camp
The Erie Art Museum has several classes that students can par-

ticipate in throughout the summer. Classes range from $50 to $150. 
Intro to Life Drawing, Digital Camera Basics and Landscape Pho-
tography are some unique one-day courses, while How to Draw 
and Open Paint are just a few of the classes students can participate 
in throughout the summer.

If acting is more your speed, the Erie Playhouse hosts a Youthe-
atre Camp over the summer. For $225, students learn acting, danc-
ing, and singing skills with professional theater staff and showcase 
their talents with a performance at the end of the week. The camp 
runs from June 18 to June 23 or June 25 to June 30, and registration 
is on a first come, first serve basis.
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Science, Technology, and Math Camps
Gannon University’s Near-Space Exploration overnight camp 

runs from June 25 to June 29. The $299 day-camp is only available 
to 11th and 12th grade students. Students work with Raspberry 
Pi-a single board computer — to stream video from a hot air bal-
loon. Registration ends on June 5.

Also at Gannon University is the Criminal Investigators camp, 
which runs July 22 to July 27. Students follow a criminal case from 
crime scene to courtroom as they learn about evidence collection 
and analysis, courtroom interviewing and testimony, and arrest 
techniques from the Erie Police, forensic scientists, and former 
government agents. The camp costs $699 for overnight, and regis-
tration ends on July 1.

For students more interested in programming, Bricks4Kidz, a 
program that teaches students skills in technology, engineering, 
and architecture, takes place at Mercyhurst Preparatory School. 
Specific programs include Intro to Coding (June 18 to June 22), 
Stop Motion Animation (July 9 to July 13), Video Game Design 
(July 30 to Aug. 3), and Robotics (July 30 to Aug. 3). Each camp 
costs $100, and registration ends one week before each session.

Experience Camps

Gannon University hosts a $75 High School Journalism 
Workshop from July 23 through July 27. In addition to learning 
reporting and writing skills, students will work with other stu-
dents on campus to cover the Criminal Investigators camp oc-
curring during the same week. Registration for this camp is open 
until July 1.  

If students are interested in focusing on their high school class-
es, McDowell offers an AP Boot Camp for any students taking AP 
classes next school year. The camp is free and hopes to  prepare 
students for the heavy workload that comes with advanced cours-
es. Registration for this camp, which runs Aug. 6 through Aug. 8, 
is ongoing through the MTSD website.
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Things to Make Summer in Erie Exciting
by Gregg Vincent

Ultimate Summer Activity
For all those sport loving fiends, this 
Erie exclusive event is just for you. Ev-
ery Tuesday on Beach 11 at 6 p.m., 
ultimate Frisbee commences. Don’t be 
a cherry picker and create your own 
team. Once the brackets are complete, 
all winners will face off in a tourna-
ment on July 14 and 15. Bring fami-
ly and friends, create your team, and 
beat all those that make the mistake of 
going against you.

Try to Spy Canada
Out of all the things Erie is known for, 
one of the most known attractions the 
Bicentennial Tower, located on the wa-
terfront by the Erie Maritime Museum 
at the foot of State Street. This attraction 
typically costs $4 for children and $7 for 
adults, however the first Sunday of July 
gives you an opportunity to climb the 
tower free of charge. Climb the 210 stairs 
to the top and behold the view across  
Lake Erie. If it’s a clear day, see if you can 
spot Canada.

Monster-Sized Fun
Do race cars bore you? Well, yawn no 
more, for June 22 brings an escape 
for all those affected by boredom. 
Monster trucks will roam the arena, 
do awesome tricks, and put an end to 
all that monotonous, boring summer. 
Bring your family or friends, or even 
better, have them pay for you, and sit 
back, cheer, and scream at the top of 
your lungs for these crazy trucks.

Tune into the  Bayfront 
To all those who listen to music on a 
daily basis, here is an amazing event 
for you. Eight Great Tuesdays, be-
tween July 10 to Aug. 28, brings you 
live music right on the waterfront at 
the Highmark Amphitheater at Lib-
erty Park. Local bands and popular 
music are all included for you to enjoy. 
So equip your listening ears and vibe 
at the Amphitheater.

A Run for Your Money
You can’t bet yourself, but your par-
ents can bet for you. Monday through 
Thursdays during the summer, eight 
horse races will occur at Presque Isle 
Downs and Casino. Bet on the correct 
horse and win great prizes while en-
joying the sights and sounds of a live 
horse racing track.

Greek Fest
Foreign food, traditional dances, and 
Greek designs! The Greek Festival 
brings all that right to Erie, Pennsylva-
nia. On July 13-15 go shopping at the 
boutiques, eat delicious food you have 
not tried, and most importantly… have 
fun. Even if you don’t go for the culture 
which you have never experienced, go 
for the prize at the end. No spoilers, 
but the prize will consist of a trip for 
two!


