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(Rory DeFazio/The Trojan Voice)

Happy New Year from The Trojan Voice! On behalf
of the staff, we hope you are having a great 2018 and
had a great holiday season.
In this issue we are featuring writers from our
adviser, Mrs. Stephanie Weiss’, Journalism 1 class first
semester. These writers worked for a quarter on writing news, feature, and opinion journalistic stories.
If you’re interested in journalism and want to be
featured in The Trojan Voice, request Mrs. Weiss’s
Jounralism 1 class for the 2018-2019 school year.
We also included some stories from our
hard-working Media Club staff that meets Wednesday’s and Thursdsay’s after school.
This semester, Mrs. Weiss has her Advanced
Journalism class which includes vetran writers whose
passion for journalism will be displayed on the pages
each month.
The Trojan Voice is proud to feature the final product of first semester’s Journalism 1 class.
Co-Editor-in-Chief
Samantha Mannion
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After 2018 begins, many people start their New Year’s resolutions.

Helpful Hints to Avoid the
Resolution Hassle
by Alivia Garrity

Every year when New Year’s Eve rolls around, a majority of people compile their list of resolutions that
they want to accomplish with the start of the year.
People commonly say they want to eat healthier or
exercise more often, try a new hobby or develop a better attitude towards certain things.
Yet somehow, January passes and the whole aspect
of New Year’s resolutions passes with it. So what’s the
big deal with giving up on what you set your mind to
merely a month earlier?
Come February, the excitement of accomplishing
something that you have put off or ignored for so long
wears off. Suddenly, checking off your resolutions just
adds to the pile of tasks.
You might be wondering what you can do to stick to
your goals, even if the shiny and new appeal of it dims.
Here’s a few suggestions:

Better time management: A common reason

that people give up is because they don’t set aside
enough time to accomplish their goals in the first
place. Even if you set aside ten minutes a week,
you’re still making an impact and taking baby steps
towards the end result.

More realistic goals: A realistic goal is key to

getting things done. If you want to lose weight, it’s
slightly unrealistic if you say you’re going to lose
100 pounds in 3 months. Going back to time management, it’s more realistic to spread that hundred
pounds out over 9 or 10 months.

Come up with a complete plan:

If you come
up with a detailed plan as to how you’re going to
accomplish your New Year’s resolution, it’s more
easily accomplished instead of generalizing a vague
statement.

Know that you don’t have to go it alone: Get

support from friends and family. Friends and family are people who you should be able to count on
and trust no matter what. They should be supportive of anything you want to do, within reason. Having support from others, especially those that care
about you, helps to make tasks seem less daunting.

Believe in yourself:

This is the key to accomplishing anything at all. Ever. If you set your mind
to it and tell yourself that you’ll be able to do it, then
it will get done quicker than if you have no faith in
your abilities.
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News

Buses can often be delayed picking students up due to snowy road conditions.

Snowfall Impacts School District
by Hayden Butterfield
The ice cold, freezing temperatures have come in
along with the fresh snowfall.
As the students load into the buses in the morning,
Millcreek Township needs to monitor the weather
and temperatures closely.
William Hall, Millcreek Superintendent, said he has
a hard time deciding whether or not to have a twohour delay or a school cancellation when the weather
gets bad. He also said that if he thinks the temperatures are unsafe for students and road conditions are
too dangerous for buses, he may decide to have twohour delay and or cancel school.
Hall has a number of sources who give him his information about the district and how the snow impacts the roads and bus stops overnight. Early in the
morning, the Millcreek Township Transportation Department and their road crews, who are out plowing
at 4 a.m., relay any important information to him like
unsafe road conditions.
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He then calls other superintendents from other
school districts and gets their input. These calls are
between, 4:30 to 5 a.m. Then Hall makes a decision
based on what he has gathered from his sources.
So, as you wake up in these winter months, listen
for a two-hour delay or cancellation from the district and Millcreek Alerts on Facebook.

(Sophia DiPlacido/The Trojan Voice)

News

Ice falling on the walkway can potentially be a threat to students.

Falling Ice Off of Rooftops Poses Threat
by Sophia DiPlacido

The walk from McDowell Intermediate High
School to McDowell High School on Thursday, Jan. 4
should’ve been safe, considering hundreds of students
take the trip up and down the walkway every day.
But the next time senior Rory DeFazio, steps out of
a building, she might hesitate.
She had just left MIHS on her way to her second
block at the high school when a chunk of ice came
tumbling down from the roof between the pool doors
and the walkway tunnel, striking her head.
“I probably took three steps outside the door when
the giant ice chunk fell right on top of me,” she said.
DeFazio stumbled back against the doors, feeling
faint. She turned around, and her friend realized that
the ice had cut her head open in multiple spots, causing her to bleed. Two of her friends guided her to the
nurse, worried she would pass out, and it was clear that
this was no longer a standard trip up the walkway.
The nurse pressed multiple gauzes to her head in
an attempt to stop the bleeding. Despite the extent
of DeFazio’s injuries, and the fact that this had never
happened before, the nurses were calm and collected.
“They actually made me feel pretty safe,” DeFazio said.
The nurse called DeFazio’s mother, who picked
her up and took her to the emergency room. Doctors
found four one-inch gashes on her head that required

nine staples to close.
She returned to school on Jan. 8, after taking Friday
and the weekend to recover.
This incident was not surprising after Erie received
83.8 inches of snow in six days at the end of December, making even brief trips outside potentially dangerous all around the Erie area.
In addition to ice chunks falling from above, Millcreek residents have also had to worry about slippery
patches on the ground. In order to prevent falls on the
slippery walkway, salt is distributed on the sidewalks,
but everyone is advised to walk slowly and wear winter footwear when going outside.
No matter how many preemptive measures that are
taken, there was no way that a student or administration could have predicted when ice chunks would
have fallen off the roof. It was only a matter of time
until all the snow and ice thawed enough to begin to
loosen.
According to DeFazio, the ice has been cleared
and she has received an apology from superintendent
William Hall. DeFazio does not blame the school, and
does not plan on taking legal action, however she does
think “it could happen again if the school doesn’t keep
clearing away the overhanging ice.”
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Stopping by Woods on a
Snowy Evening
Poem by Robert Frost

Whose woods these are I think I know.
His house is in the village though;
He will not see me stopping here
To watch his woods fill up with snow.
My little horse must think it queer
To stop without a farmhouse near
Between the woods and frozen lake
The darkest evening of the year.
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He gives his harness bells a shake
To ask if there is some mistake.
The only other sound’s the sweep
Of easy wind and downy flake.
The woods are lovely, dark and
deep,
But I have promises to keep,
And miles to go before I sleep,
And miles to go before I sleep.

Photos taken at Asbury Woods by Rory DeFazio/Trojan Voice
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Sports

JMC Ice Arena, a popular hockey and figure skating located on 423 W. 38th St., is now closed until further
notice due to structural damage.

JMC May Be Closed Forever

by Alexis Wagner
The JMC Ice Arena, a popular teen hangout, and
Construction could begin in mid-January, and Cathockey rink, was supposed to open on Sept. 18 but
alde hopes the hockey rinks will be completed by
after months of issues, the ice arena is officially closed
mid-summer.
for the season and maybe forever.
Although some don’t believe the new ice arena will
According to JMC director Scott Mitchell, clogged
be as prosperous as all of the hype it is receiving. “I
pipes and leakage have prevented two spots of the ice
don’t think that the ErieBank Sports Park is going
from freezing.
to do as well as everyone thinks because in the past
“It would need a new pad, new boards, a new ceilFamily First hasn’t been as successful as they wanted
ing, and new compressors,” said Mitchell. “We’ve just
to be,” said McDowell High School freshman Alexis
come across too many problems that we’ve not been
Detter.
able to fix.”
Although Detter is in doubt, Cameron Wendel,
The closing of the rink is not beneficial for hockMcDowell hockey player, and other hockey players
ey games or skating events in Erie. Teams have been
are excited about the change. “I’m excited because
forced to practice at Mercyhurst University or the Erie
now we can practice more,” Wendel said.
Insurance Arena. It’s tricky to get ice time at these two
Considering many hockey teams practiced at
rinks because of the Mercyhurst Lakers and Erie OtJMC, attended open skates, and skating events at the
ters games along with youth and adult hockey teams
rink “it is depressing that JMC is possibly closing. I
needing ice time.
learned to skate there,” Wendel said.
Fortunately for hockey players, it was recently announced that Bob Catalde bought Family First Sports
Park renaming it ErieBank Sports Park. Catalde has
plans for two NHL-size hockey rinks and eight ice
rink locker rooms to replace indoor soccer fields.

8

Sports

Russia Banned from
Second Straight Olympic Games
by Connor Glunt
is sending a message about doping to all countries by
banning such strong Olympic competitors.
However, the Russian athletes who were set to
compete in the 2016 Rio Summer Olympics weren’t
given the chance to participate under the Olympic
flag. “We had a team meeting following the news to
support and comfort them,” Spracklen remembered.
“There is not a lot to say that could help. They had
sacrificed four years of their lives without friends and
family to pursue their Olympic dream, only to be
told, ‘You can’t go.’”
Athletes are getting mixed signals though, as Vladimir Putin has voiced his opinion against participating under the Olympic flag.
Spracklen takes an opposite stance on the athletes
who will go under the Olympic flag, saying “I will always support the athlete and if they have earned the
right to compete and if they are clean then I support
their participation even if it’s under the Olympic Flag.”
The 2018 PyeongChang Winter Olympics take
place on Feb. 9 through Feb. 25 and will be broadcasted on NBC.
(Ivanaivanova/Wikimedia Commons)

With the 2018 PyeongChang Winter Olympics just
one month away, there will be one powerhouse country that will be banned this year. The International
Olympic Committee (IOC) has banned Russia from
being represented in this year’s Olympics after many
Russian athletes tested positive for doping.
Being banned from the Olympics is not unfamiliar to the Russian Olympic Committee, as the country was banned in the 2016 Rio de Janeiro Summer
Olympics, as well. The ban follows a three year investigation that began with Russia’s possible tampering
with over 100 urine samples during the 2014 Sochi
Olympics.
McDowell student athlete Ivan Bondarenko, who
wrestles for the school, is strongly against the practice
of athletes giving themselves an unfair advantage by
taking performance enhancing drugs (PEDs). Bondarenko believes that if athletes test positive for PEDs,
they “should not be allowed at all. They should especially not be allowed in the Olympics because they are
competing to be the best in the world in their event
and it’s not fair to others who train their butt off day
and night and don’t use PEDs,” he said.
Many athletes and coaches associated with the Russian Olympic program are suffering the same heartbreak that Adrian Spracklen did in 2016. Spracklen,
the head rowing coach for Mercyhurst University,
was going to be Russia’s Olympic Rowing team coach
during the 2016 summer games, but got the news just
days before he and his team were set to fly to Rio that
they were banned.
His reaction to the 2018 Winter Olympic news was
“sadness for the athletes that were clean and followed
the rules, but also that the [Russian] government
learned nothing from the Rio Olympics.”
Russian athletes who are still eligible to go to the
2018 Olympic games can participate under the Olympic flag. Any medals won by those athletes won’t count
towards the Russian medal count though, as the IOC

Russian fans above cheered on their Russian athletes on Feb. 13, 2014 at the Winter Olympics in Sochi, but this year any Russian athletes will have to
compete under the Olympic flag because the country is banned from competition.
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The Future of Net Neutrality
by Vincent Newcamp

If the Net Neutrality repeal passes both houses of
Congress, internet browsing might be limited to what
an ISP wants you to see.
The current Net Neutrality Law is known as Title
II, but on Dec. 14 the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) presented the U.S. House of Represententives with reasons why the country should revert
back to Title I. This would essentially allow Internet
Service Providers (ISPs), to choose what you see on
the internet.
Net Neutrality is essentially the idea of open internet that cannot be changed or altered by an ISP. For
example, an ISP cannot influence the media so users
only see what it wants you to see.
Before Title II, the original law was Title I which
was establised by the Clinton administration to allow
more freedoms to ISPs and they were able to block access or slow down access to a user’s favorite websites.
ISPs could also control what websites that user goes to
based off of what companies pay that provider.
Let’s suppose Mustafa Ihsan, McDowell High
School student, wants to surf the web and go on YouTube. Without Net Neutrality, Ihsan wouldn’t be able
to see funny videos at the same speed as Twitch, a
gaming channel.
Without open internet, Ihsan might need to get an
“entertainment package” similar to how cable works
or Twitch may have to pay more money to Ihsan’s ISP
than YouTube will allowing Twitch to become “priority” content.
Restricting open internet will not only affect personal web access. Depending on the ISP, it could slow
down websites teachers use to teach lessons or use as
reference to help students with projects. Even if websites aren’t blocked or slowed down because of the loss
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of Net Neutrality, Millcreek Township School District
might have to pay more for content that educators
have enjoyed for free such as Google Drive applications, therefore affecting the budget.
Patrick Thiem, an Instructional Technology Specialist for Millcreek Township School District, says,
“I’ve tried to do a lot of research in the positives and
negatives because there’s an awful lot out there about
why we should keep it.”
Thiem says he has had a very hard time finding reasons why it should go away. “One of the benefits of
losing Net Neutrality is ISPs can charge more for people who are abusing the internet and that means they
will be able to do more [network] hardware increases
maybe making the internet faster,” Thiem said.
Ihsan is displeased with what is happening with Net
Neutrality. “I think it’s a bad idea because now without
Net Neutrality, we will have to pay for certain websites,” said Ihsan. “I also think it’s kind of unfair because you already have to pay for the internet plan you
have.”
Ihsan is concerned that ISPs will begin to charging
subscriptions for access to sites that were previously
free, such as YouTube content.
“I think it will affect McDowell by blocking certain
websites that we actually use and that teachers need
for teaching, for example Google Classroom and Google Docs,” Ihsan said.
Although it may be uncertain how it will affect Millcreek schools, the future of Net Neutrality may cease
to exist in the next year, as the repeal vote still has to
go through the Senate.
Students who are concerned with losing open internet can write letters of concern or petitions to Pennsylvania sentors and to President Donald Trump.

Help Remove Pen Pals from Endangered Species List
(Rory DeFazio/The Trojan Voice)

by Atalie Soule

Our society is trying to wipe out one of the most
magical traditions known to man: letter writing. I’m
talking about good old pen and paper, sealed in an envelope by your very own saliva, and sent in the mail.
Indeed, it is quicker and more convenient to shoot
a text or email to someone when you’re thinking of
them, but in doing so you are extracting the remarkable wonder from your thoughtful gesture.
First of all, pen on paper sparks brain chemistry in
ways typing does not. According to a study done at
Indiana University, writing by hand taps into creative
centers in the brain that aren’t easily accessed in other ways. The physical process of forming letters with
your hand activates the areas of the brain that are associated with encoding, storing, and retrieving information.
Moreover, scientific studies suggest that, while
multitasking is possible while typing, it is impossible
to do so while writing. To write a letter to a penpal
or loved one takes your undivided attention. There is
nothing that says you’re living in the moment more
than writing to someone about your life and asking
them about theirs.
In addition, pen on paper slows you down. When
you care about someone, you spend time on them.
Taking the time to write messages by hand expresses
how much you care. It allows you to take a break from
the world’s constant bombardment of information so

you can write the best letter possible. This way you
will impact others with your unique views and stories
written in the strokes of your distinctive penmanship.
In most cases, improving your quality of life takes
an extended period of time and major lifestyle changes. However, getting a pen pal can instantly make your
life better. How do I know this? It happened to me.
Right now I have a box under my bed full of slices
of other people’s lives they have chosen to share with
me. However, this collection began with a single letter.
The first letter I received was from a woman I knew
from my church, saying there would be no greater
joy than if I would be her pen pal. At the time she
was sick with cancer and homebound. Over the next
four months before she passed away, we wrote each
week to one another. She shared with me countless
life lessons. Her letters were passionate, intense, and
exposed the intricacies of her beautiful soul.
I remember thinking how blessed I was, to be
holding this woman’s remarkable depth in my hands,
to feel her joy and pain through her words. We froze
time in those letters, we captured our lives on those
pages! How is that not magic?
Since her death, I have acquired many more pen
pals, who always become treasured friends. I have
been blessed to be exposed to an art that I want to
share with everyone. I urge you to pick a lucky person,
write a soul baring letter, and appreciate the benefits
you receive by upholding this tradition.
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Cast Needed for Movie...

HEKYL

presented by McDowell Media Club
HEKYL is an upcoming movie produced by Eric Marshall and Quinn Merva.

HEKYL is about a sinister clown who attacks
innocent people in the woods.

We are looking for students to AUDITION for the CAST and CREW on set.
For more information or any other questions regarding the movie,
please contact Eric or Quinn with the contact infor below.
Auditions will be held Wednesday Jan. 31 and Thursday Feb. 1.
Meetings for the movie will be held in Media Club
every Wednesday and Thursday after school.

Contact Information
Quinn: 131835@millcreeksd.org
quinnmerva@mail.com
Eric: 133534@millcreeksd.org
ericmarshall0123@gmail.com

