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Happy February, McDowell! On behalf of The 
Trojan Voice staff, we hope your second semes-
ter is going well! 

After many setbacks with our January edi-
tion, we are back with a full staff in Mrs. Weiss’s 
Advanced Journalism class. This class includes 
experienced and hardworking writers, photog-
raphers, and designers. We are proud to include 
their work, along with our persistent Media 
Club writers, in the following issues of The Tro-
jan Voice.  

McDowell Media also has an online news 
website that should be recognized.  The website 
includes articles that have not been published 
in The Trojan Voice as well as online versions 
of stories published in the magazine and other 
extras. Please visit trojantimesonline.com to see 
more excellent stories written by our staff!

McDowell Media is proud to introduce that 
in addition to our social media outlets, Twitter 
and Instagram,  we now have a McDowell Me-
dia Facebook page as well. We will keep you up-
dated on sports, clubs, and activities happening 
within McDowell. 

Follow us online and #HearTheVoice.
Facebook - McDowell Media 
Instagram - @mcd_trojanvoice
Twitter - @McD_TrojanVoice 
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Chinese New Year
by Gregory Vincent 

Chinese New Year occurs on Feb. 16. While the United States uses the constellation for 
their zodiac, the Chinese new year is based off of the lunar calendar. Each animal zodiac 
has its own traits, flowers, and even their own metals. 

Rat
Years: 2008,1996, 
1984,1972, 1960
Season: Winter 
Element: Water

Flower: Lily
Trait: Creative

Pig
Years: 2007, 1995, 1983, 

1971, 1959
Season: Winter
Element: Water
Flower: Daisy 

Trait: Kind
Dog

Years: 2018, 2006,1994, 

1982,1970
Season: Fall

Element: Earth
Flower: Rose 

Trait: Trustworth

Rooster
Years:2017,2005,1993, 

1981,1969
Season: Fall

Elements: Metal
Flower: Gladolia
Trait: Different

Monkey
Years: 2016,2004,1992, 

1980,1968
Season: Fall

Element: Metal
Flower: Chrysanthemum

Trait: Confident  

Goat
Years: 2015,2003,1991, 

1979,1967
Season: Summer
Element: Metal

Flower: Carnation
Trait: Independant

Horse 
Years: 2014,2002, 
1990,1978,1966
 Season: Summer

Element: Fire
Flower: Calla Lily

Trait: Independant

Snake
Years: 2013, 2001, 1989, 

1977, 1965
Season: Summer

Element: Fire
Flower: Orchrid/Cactus 

Trait: Witty

Dragon
Years: 2012,2000, 
1988,1976,1964
Season: Spring
Element: Earth 

Flower: Bleeding-Heart
Trait: Attention

Rabbit 
Years: 2011,1999,1987, 

1975,1963
Seasons: Spring
Element: Wood 
Flower: Jasmine

Trait: Friendly

Tiger
Years: 2010,1998,1986, 1974, 

1962 
Season: Spring 
Element: Wood

Flower: Cineraria
Trait: Sensitive

Ox
Years: 2009, 1997, 1985, 

1973, 1961 
Season: Winter
Element: Earth 
Flower: Tulip
Trait: Loyal

(commons.wikimedia.com)



stay hydrated. Another tip is to plan on eating 
after you go there as well. Your body will burn 
tons of calories there and consquently be starv-
ing. Finally, don’t be an awful person. There are 
tons of little kids there so you really need to be 
respectful. 

All in all, Get Air is a really fun place. I would 
give it a 4.5/5 in total - they only lose .5 because 
it was only semi-teen oriented. Visit GetAirE-
rie.com for their hours and discounts. 

by Samantha Mannion

Bounce Away Winter Doldrums
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It’s the middle of winter and you may feel the 
need to shake off the cabin fever ... or jump it 
off. As you walk in to Get Air, Erie's first indoor 
trampoline facility, you will be greeted by peo-
ple jumping around, the white noise of kids at 
play combined with music, and a big sign that 
says you can not sign your own waiver to get in 
and bounce around. You need to be at least 18-
year olds to do that. 

You will then be required to buy special 
non-slip socks and at least an hour of jump-
ing around - which is $17 in total. After about 
10 minutes, I realized how out of shape I was. 
Those are the most exhausting moments of the 
whole experience. However, if you can get past 
those first minutes, you will be just fine making 
it through an hour − or even two if you’re am-
bitious. 

The Get Air experience does not only include 
trampolines. The park also contains an obsta-
cle course style section padded with foam and 
crash mats, which gives you something else to 
do besides jump around. 

None of the non-trampoline area activities 
are very high off the ground, which is under-
standable; they are trying to market themselves 
to elementary schoolers. I feel like there is an 
untapped market of teenagers who would want 
to go there, but won’t because “it’s for little kids.” 
They have a section there for toddlers, why not 
one for teens? We have jobs to pay to get in. 

Other than that criticism I don’t have much 
else to say. I had a fun time there. There was 
good music, you get an enjoyable workout, and 
it is safe and clean. It could look really dirty 
and smell like feet, but doesn’t as of right now. I 
spent most of my time there laughing and hav-
ing a good time.

For anyone that may want to go to Get Air 
I do have a few suggestions. To optimize your 
enjoyment bring water for you to drink while 
you’re there. It is seriously exhausting to jump 
up and down for an hour and you will need to 
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Co-Editor of The Trojan Voice jumping at Get 
Air Erie located at 1338 E. Grandview Boule-
vard. 



class wasn’t interested in it. I wasn’t very interest-
ed in it myself, so I wouldn’t have signed the peti-
tion made last year.” 

However, this does not mean that she would 
not have decorated the cap if she was permitted. 
“If we could have decorated our caps,” Dellecurti 

said, “I would have put one thing from my high 
school career and something that I was go-

ing to do in the future during college or 
after.” 

Due to the lack of support from 
the senior class, last year’s petition 
was denied by the administration. 

Kennelley said that if students 
are permitted to decorate their 
caps this year that she will deco-
rate hers. “(I feel that) it is a high 
school memory that myself and 
many other students would love 

to keep.” 
She said a huge part of her life 

is being a member of the McDowell 
Varsity cheer team and that if she is per-

mitted to decorate her graduation cap she 
will include a decoration based on that. 
Dellecurti does not think that the school board 

will ever approve the petition because there is no 
point in doing so. She believes if the school board 
wanted to allow the graduation class to decorate 
their caps, they would have already approved it. 

Dellecurti was right and Keenan’s petition was 
denied by the administration this year. Students 
will not be allowed to decorate caps “as we are try-
ing to maintain the integrity and formal tradition 
of the graduation ceremony,” explained Mr. Full-
er, McDowell High School Principal.  

5

Seniors of McDowell High School continue 
the petition to decorate their graduation caps 
for another year, and the class of 2018 will not 
be decorating their caps. Graduation is one of 
the main focuses for many seniors all across the 
country, and the tradition of wearing gradua-
tion caps is one that started in the 
fourteenth and fifteenth centu-
ries. The idea of decorating 
caps, though, is something 
that is not as popular at 
the high school level as 
it is in college. 

Victoria Dellecur-
ti, a McDowell 2017 
alumni, says that she 
got the idea of deco-
rating graduation caps 
from college graduates 
who were permitted to 
do so. “It may have made 
it cooler for the parents to 
see how many different cre-
ative people we have in our class, 
but I don’t think it would’ve changed 
anything for the graduates,” Dellecurti said. 

This year’s petition was made by senior Ash-
lyn Keenan and gathered approximately one 
thousand signatures.

McDowell senior Bella Kennelley signed 
the petition this year. “I think if the students 
choose to, they should be allowed to decorate 
them while keeping the design appropriate for 
school,” she said. 

While a petition to decorate caps circulated 
briefly last year, Dellecurti said, “A lot of my 

Cap Decor Denied
By Heidi Nientimp, updated by Max Nemenz



Pointe Foure Style Guide:
When you walk into Pointe Foure, a vin-

tage contemporary fashion boutique locat-
ed at 2508 Peach St., you are greeted with a 
warm hello from the owner, Emily George. 

With her exceptional sense of style, she 
and Kylie Kaspick, a Pointe Foure asso-
ciate referred to as a doll, dresses their 
customers in authentic vintage 
clothing. If a piece of clothing 
gets tattered then she mends 
them and puts a modern 
spin on it.

 George matched this 
month’s feature outfit to 
month of all things love, pink 
hearts, and cheap boxes of choc-
olate. 

This tea length wool dress with a fem-
inine bow tie neck collar is currently 
trending right now. J.Crew has an almost 
exact replica dress on their website called, 
“Tie-neck dress in Italian wool crepe.” The 
J.Crew dress is $198, whereas this month’s 
feature vintage outfit with accessories checks 
out at $108. 

Pointe Foure is all about breaking fashion 
boundaries. George said to stay away from the 
been-there-done-that patterns -- be different! 
If you like two prints try them together, if you 
want to wear heels with a pair of wide-legged 
pants go for it. Don’t be afraid to try things.  
While styling the outfit Kaspick thought 
the cheetah headband would be a little 
much. She decided to add it because that’s 
the mission statement of Pointe Foure, dare 

to own a life you love (DOLL) and push the 
limits of fashion. Outfits get boring and 

lack originality if you always play it safe. 
George makes a point that shopping 

small should be encouraged — not 
only can it be better for your wallet, 
but it’s also better for the economy 

and environment. So, you’re 
spending less and saving the 
planet. A win-win. 

If you’re not trying to 
spend anything on a new Val-

entine’s Day outfit, and you are 
only working with the clothes in 

your closet, George suggests to go 
outside of the cliché dress and heels. 

“Trousers are totally in right now,”  
George said as she pointed out a cute 
high waisted red pair on the rack. 

Fashion is all about experiment-
ing and figuring out what looks good 
on you. If you're wondering how to 
find what suits you, walk into Pointe 
Foure and check it out! If you bring 

your student ID with you and show it 
to them when checking out they’ll take 
off 20% of your total (excluding their 

separate vendors). You’ll be happy about 
shopping sustainably, and you may discover 

a newfound love for all things vintage. Tell 
‘em Tyra sent you!

Below is a side by side comparison of the 
price of this outfit and the dress from J.Crew.

Adventure on the Vintage Side of Valentine
by Tyra Conrad

1960s Dress by 
Maurene Frock

$74.00
1980s Earrings

$28.00
1990s Headband

$6.00

Tie-neck dress in 
Italian wool crepe

Total: $198.00

Pointe Foure J. Crew
Total: $108.00
Total with 
student ID: 
$86.40

Total: $198.00

6
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Dear Juliet,

At this age, our hormones are running ram-
pant. We walk around wishing to be the light of 
someone’s life, hoping that one day we will be 
loved with every ounce of someone’s being. We 
wish to be that significant someday. This time 
of life we are growing up into adults, and be-
coming more mature. Teenagers feel emotions 
differently than adults. We are fervent, pas-
sionate, and insatiable. I believe the connection 
you felt with him was real, but it should still be 
opposed. 

As much as I hate to say it, maybe it was only 
meant to be for a moment. The ideal scenario 
would be that if you keep talking to this guy 
he’d change his mind; that he’d drop the oth-
er girl, fall madly in love with you, and you’d 
spend the evenings talking for hours and run-
ning off into the sunset — but I have to be re-
alistic. 

From what you told me you two had a mo-
ment, and then once you went your different 
ways, he explained how he had feelings for 
someone else. Be happy that he was honest 
with you and didn’t string you along when he 
was invested in someone else. Understand that 
being that open, that vulnerable, takes a lot of 
strength and courage so be thankful that he 
was able to tell you how he honestly felt. Imag-
ine how much worse it would feel to continue 
being the “other woman.” 

You did the right thing by apologizing. You 
have every right to feel disappointed; no one 
can tell you how to feel, but it was a moment 

“I met a boy and we immediately hit it off, spending a majority of our down time 
together flirting and talking about everything. There seemed to be a connection between us, so I took 
it upon myself to make the first move and kiss him. We exchanged contact information and discussed 
going for dinner sometime in the near future. However, when I returned home, he told me that he had 
been talking to someone for a while, and did not want to date someone else. I apologized for inter-
fering, but he has yet to respond. Should I feel as if he’s a bad person for kissing and flirting with me 
when he claimed to be committed to her? How should I go about talking to him from now on?”

and now it’s over and you must move on. I 
think it was wrong of him to lead you on when 
he was involved with someone else, but like I 
said before, at this age our hormones are run-
ning rampant and he seemed to have a lapse 
in judgment to not have said something right 
from the start. 

Feel flattered that he took an interest to you. 
Just because things didn’t work out this time 
around, who’s to say it won’t happen again? 
Keep being your beautiful self, don’t change for 
anyone, and your perfect storybook guy will 
come around. As for the boy, don’t talk to him 
anymore. It was a one time thing. He’s moved 
on and so should you.
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Advice

If you'd like advice, send your question to one of 
The Trojan Voice's social media outlets listed un-
der Letter from the Editor. The question will re-
main anonymous. 



Sticky Situation... 

by Alex Hopkins 

We Love to Chew Gum, 
Hate to Step in it

Opinion
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A lot of people agree; chewing gum is great. 
Ever since 1850, people have been chewing 
the flavored plastic-like material. More than  
100,000 tons of gum is chewed per year. 

Unfortunately, it looks like about two-thirds 
of that is stuck to the concrete of the McDowell 
walkway.

Imagine you’re walking down the walkway. 
You’re so excited because you just got a new 
pair of Nikes. They’re fresh out of the box, your 
favorite pair. You’re walking down the walkway, 
you’re having a great day. All of a sudden, you 
feel your new shoes stick to the ground for a 
split second. You look at the bottom of your 
shoe and see there’s a gross wad of gum on the 
sole. You’re angry and disappointed that the 
first day you wore your shoes, you stepped in 
gum. Then you realize, the more you walk, the 
more gum you pick up. Of course you could 
play hopscotch to avoid stepping in it, but after 
a while that will get irritating and you’ll prob-
ably stop.

It is disgusting, really disgusting. It’s almost 
as if every student sees the walkway as their 
personal garbage can.

It’s ridiculous that so much of this masti-
cated, sticky adhesive ends up on the ground 
when there are garbage cans lined at various 
spots on  the walkway. To make matters worse, 
there’s more gum in front of the garbage cans 
than on the rest of the walkway.

Why does this matter? Gum is a substance 
that can’t be broken down, not by the human 
digestive system, and not by nature. This means 
that once gum is made, gum stays around for-
ever. That’s why we chew it and throw it away 
instead of eating it.

Discarded gum is the second most common 
piece of litter right behind cigarette butts.  Just 
as any other type of litter, gum can end up in 
the food cycle. Similar to discarded recyclables, 
animals often mistake this pleasant-smelling 
tar for food. However unlike food, gum is not 
meant to be eaten.

Gum is made of a copolymer consisting 
of isobutylene and isoprene along with a few 

smaller components. Isobutylene and isoprene 
are two chemicals that when by themselves can 
be harmful to humans. This is not meant to 
scare anyone out of chewing gum, because for 
humans chewing gum is a safe activity. How-
ever, animals such as fish that consume gum 
tossed into the water system can be poisoned, 
killed, and contaminated. This becomes a prob-
lem not only for the fish, but also for anything 
that eats fish. If the fish are poisoned, then 
whatever eats it will also be poisoned.

Nature isn’t the only concern. That horrible 
nightmare of ruining your shoes becomes a re-
ality all because people are too lazy to properly 
dispose of their gum. Truthfully, it only takes 
about two or three seconds to take gum out of 
one’s mouth and throw it out. 

If the walkway is too crowded, throw the gum 
out in one of the garbage cans at the base or at 
the top. There are three garbage cans and two 
recycling bins from the bottom of the walkway 
to the top, which means that there are enough 
that it should be easy to throw gum away. With 
that being said, there’s no good justification for 
littering. Period. If you don’t want to dispose of 
your gum correctly, then don’t chew it. The cus-
todians’ job is to assist in upkeeping the school. 
Their job is not to sit out in the freezing cold for 
hours on end and attempt to scrape the gum off 
the concrete, just for the walkway to be covered 
the following week.
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Opinion
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The McDowell walkway has been contaminat-
ed with gum due to students discarding their 
gum on the ground. 



Most Anticipated Movies of 2018

The Oscars were just announced for 2017’s best movies. The Oscars are a ways away, so let’s 
focus on movies that are going to be coming out this year. There are a reported one hundred and 
thirty two movies scheduled to come out this year. Since there are too many movies to cover so, 
here is a list of ten anticipated movies opening in the first half of the year. 

Black Panther - Feb. 16.
Based on the popular Marvel comics, T’Challa (Chadwick Boseman) re-
turns to his home country of Wakanda to become the king after the death 
of his father. He discovers that there are forces that aim to destroy Wakan-
da, and he must become the Black Panther to secure the safety of it and 
the world.

7 Days in Entebbe - Mar. 16.
Inspired by true events, an Air France flight has been hijacked and forced 
to land in Entebbe, Uganda. Only the Jewish passengers are being held 
prisoner, with demands that terrorists (Rosamund Piketo and Daniel Brühl) 
be released from Israeli prisons. Israel instead attempts the most daring 
rescue mission ever attempted.

The 15:17 to Paris - Feb. 9.
This movie is a true story directed by Clint Eastwood about three Ameri-
cans thwarting a terrorist attack on a train bound for Paris. The film goes 
through each of their childhoods leading up to the attack. What’s interest-
ing about this movie is that the heroes who were on the train star in the 
film as themselves.

Tomb Raider - Mar. 16.
Based on the popular video game series, Lara Croft (Alicia Vikander) is the 
daughter of a missing adventurer and discovers clues to where he might 
be. She gets stranded on an island and pushes herself to her limits to sur-
vive. 

A Wrinkle in Time - Mar. 9.
Based on the science fantasy novel by Madeleine L’Engl, after discovering 
a new form of space travel, three teens get visited by three magical beings 
(Reese Witherspoon, Mindy Kaling, and Oprah Winfrey). They discover 
that a father thought to be missing is still alive and must go on a quest to 
save him and the universe from a great evil. 

by Greg Rounds
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Ready Player One - Mar. 30.
Wade Watts (Tye Sheridan) is a nobody nerd struggling to find happi-
ness in his everyday life. He instead escapes into the virtual reality OA-
SIS, where anything is possible. The game’s creator dies and leaves be-
hind an “Easter Egg,” claiming that the one who finds it will inherit his 
fortune. It is not a simple Easter Egg hunt when people are willing to kill 
him to get to the egg first.

Rampage - Apr. 20.
Davis Okoye (Dwayne “The Rock” Johnson) shares an almost unbreak-
able bond with a silverback gorilla he named George. That all changes 
when a rogue genetic experiment starts to change gentle George into 
King Kong. Davis attempts to find an antidote for George while a giant 
wolf and crocodile appear to cause more chaos.

Avengers Infinity War - May 4
Following the split of the Avengers, a new galactic threat comes to Earth 
with an army whose goal is to  “balance the universe” with the help of the 
infinity stones. Now the Avengers must assemble to combat this threat. 
Avengers: Infinity War is based on the Infinity Gauntlet comic and direct-
ed by the Russo brothers.

Solo: A Star Wars Story - May 25
This addition to the Star Wars anthology series follows the story of a 
young Han Solo (Alden Ehrenreich) as he meets his copilot and friend 
Chewbacca along with the notorious Lando Calrissian (Donald Glover) 
while getting caught up in the criminal underworld. 

Pacific Rim Uprising - Mar. 23.
Following the defeat of the a species of giant beasts called the Kaiju, 
peace has settled on the world. That peace is broken when the Kaiju 
suddenly returns with apparent help from someone on Earth. Now, it is 
up to Jaeger pilot cadets led by Jake Pentecost (John Boyega) to save 
the world. 
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McDowell students may have just started 
second semester courses, but they will soon be-
gin to think about creating their schedules for 
the 2018-2019 school year. With over 60 course 
options, McDowell students have a lot to think 
about as they craft their schedules.

Starting next school year, McDowell students 
will have the opportunity to select several new 
electives when building their schedules.

“There are a lot of different electives at a lot 
of different levels and in a lot of different dis-
ciplines,” Dr. John Cavanagh, Principal at Mc-
Dowell Intermediate High School, says. “You 
have the kids who might want the art. You have 
the kids who might want the music. You have 
the kids that might want the AP courses. So to 
me, we offer such a wide variety, someone’s go-
ing to find something that they really want to 
do.”

Some of these new classes include “Intro to 
Robotics” and “Weight Training,” which are 

available to students in grades 9 through 12. 
Others, such as “Surviving and Thriving Adult-
hood” (11th, 12th) and “AP Macroeconomics” 
(12th), are only open to upperclassmen.

“Erie County History/Erie County Issues,” 
offered to 11th and 12th graders, will be replac-
ing “Erie County History.” “Energy and Power 
Technology,” open to 9th through 12th graders, 
will be replacing the existing course “Power 
Technology.”

“New electives are always a fantastic way for 
students to further explore new and challeng-
ing [topics],” Dr. Timothy Stoops, Curriculum 
Director for the Millcreek Township School 
District, said. “The course may serve as a plat-
form for students to engage in learning about 
something that might inspire further interest.”

According to a survey of McDowell students, 
the majority are looking forward to these new 
course additions. Many said that these new 
classes will help them get prepared for the fu-

New Courses On Tap for 
'18-'19 School Year

by Natalie Sebunia
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own.” 
Another popular addition, “Weight Train-

ing,” garnered 31.4 percent of student interest. 
This course would focus on “healthy weight 
lifting, types of lifting, and skills and habits 
necessary for a lifetime of resistance training,” 
with the ultimate goal of helping students de-
velop muscular strength and endurance.

“I’m excited that we’re adding the weightlift-
ing, and I’m hoping that that continues to grow 
and leads to some other wellness courses,” Ca-
vanagh says.

Even if the other electives may not be as 
popular with the entire student body, they still 
appeal to certain interest groups. McDowell 
sophomore Kylee Cross says, “The Erie History 
one seems interesting. I really like history, so I 
think that could be cool to learn about.”

According to the survey, 64.7 percent of stu-
dents agree that many electives at McDowell 
help prepare them for the future in terms of 
career path, while also providing fun opportu-
nities.

“In general, I feel like we’re more prepared 
for state exams and AP tests and Keystones. I 
think elective-wise, we also have a lot more op-
portunities than other schools,” says Nuzback.

However, some students believe McDowell 
offers some electives that may be outdated and 
don’t attract enough interest.

“I think we are the leader in the total num-
ber of electives (of high schools in Erie County) 
but I do think some of ours need to be updat-
ed,” Brian Fuller, Principal of McDowell High 
School, says.

Several students note that they wish there 
were more wellness classes and courses focused 
on living on your own and navigating life.

ture and stay in shape. 
Others noted that these classes seem unique 

and interesting, and these new options offer 
more for students interested in these specific 
topics.

Hope Nuzback, a junior at McDowell, be-
lieves these new options will "be beneficial to 
people interested in those careers."

“Surviving and Thriving Adulthood,” a class 
focused on creating a “smooth transition from 
high school into the real world,” acquired the 
most interest out of the new classes, with 54.5 
percent of students saying they would consider 
taking the elective.

The goal of the course is to “better equip 
[students] to handle adult challenges and ob-
stacles.”

The units of study include healthy dating re-
lationships, personal and career success, and 
adult behaviors and skills, as well as explora-
tion of current events and service learning op-
portunities.

Morgan Ernst, a senior at McDowell, be-
lieves “Surviving and Thriving Adulthood” is a 
necessary course for all students because “it’s 
important to… see what it takes to be on your 
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AP
Macroecnomics 

(12th)
Students will learn about the US economy 

and investigate how the world’s 
different economies affect each other, with 

particular focus on national income, 
price-level determination, and macro-

economic policies.

Energy and 
Power Technology 

(9th-12th)
As students complete several hands-on 
projects related to AC residential wiring, 

basic DC circuits, sustainable energy 
generation, and energy in transportation, 

they also will explore tools, materials, 
production, and energy and pow-

er technologies.

Erie County History/
Erie County Issues 

(11th, 12th)
This course would focus on current events 

in Erie and Pennsylvania and how 
those issues impact the community, 
while also exploring the history of 

Erie County.



Nuzback says she’d like to see electives that 
give students more experience in career fields 
rather than ones that focus on the subject ma-
terial only.

In the survey, students said that they would 
like to see more electives in science, wellness, 
athletics, and history or social studies depart-
ments, among others.

Some specific suggestions students offered 
from the survey include: a pool elective, an ar-
chitecture class, a driving course, ethnic stud-
ies, more languages, medical electives, college 
and life prep classes, a typing class, a model UN 
course, and more AP classes.

“I definitely wish McDowell offered courses 
in sign language and different cultures around 
the world…” says Ernst. “I also wish they of-
fered more than just three languages at Mc-
Dowell.” 

New courses are developed due to a vari-
ety of reasons. According to Stoops, “Weight 
Training” was “generated out of student inter-
est,” while “Intro to Robotics” was “developed 
due to emerging technology.” There are plenty 
of factors that go into the development of new 
courses, as well.

Stoops says that most new courses begin in 
the subject departments. The department sub-
mits a course title and description, which must 
be approved by the Curriculum Department. 
From there, the course outline is created in an 
often time-consuming process. Finally, in order 
for the course to be implemented, the School 
Board must approve the final curriculum.

Students aren’t the only ones with ideas for 
new electives. Cavanagh wishes the School 
District could offer more AP classes. “I’m al-
ways for pushing to get more AP courses. I do 
think that the more we can challenge our best 
and brightest students, the better off we are,” 
Cavanagh says.

Cavanagh also says he is pushing for the cre-
ation of a pool elective to give students an op-
portunity to take pool again instead of Physical 
Education.

On the other hand, Fuller would like to see 
more tech ed classes, along with updated busi-
ness courses. However, when creating new 
courses, the biggest obstacle is staffing.

“Right now, we’re in a period in the district 
where we’ve basically been told no new staffing. 
So, if we’re going to add a course, we have to 
add a course without adding staff. It’s basical-
ly taking your existing staff and moving them 
around a little bit,” Cavanagh says . “We’ve got 
to try to be creative.”

Along with staffing, budget constraints pose 
another obstacle. “The budget also dictates the 
amount of curriculum resources -- textbooks, 
lab materials, etcetera -- that can be purchased 
for that new course,” Fuller says .

As for the 2019-2020 school year, Stoops 
says, “There are already a few things that we 
might possibly be looking at, but can’t get into 

Intro to 
Robotics 
(9th-12th)

Students will look at the past, current, and future 
use of automation in technology 

both in industry and everyday use as they discuss 
robotic systems, subsystems, 

and robotic parts to research, design, and 
build functioning robots that will 

complete various tasks through re-
mote control and programming.

Surviving and 
Thriving Adulthood 

(11th, 12th)
Students will study healthy dating relation-

ships, personal and career success, 
adult behaviors, current events, and ser-

vice learning opportunities to create a 
smooth transition from high school 

into the real world.

Weight 
Training 
(9th-12th)

Students will learn weightlifting techniques 
and types of lifting while developing 

muscular strength and endurance with em-
phasis on healthy living, health-related 
fitness, and skills and habits necessary 

for a lifetime of activity.



specifics at this time, but we are always looking 
at adding things of interest.”

Students with ideas and interests for new 
courses should voice their ideas to the admin-
istration. 

Cavanagh says if students suggest a course 
and have good reasoning “we take it to the cur-
riculum department and say, ‘Hey can we run 
with this?’”

Any student or teacher interested in recom-
mending a new course or giving input on an 
existing one can contact Dr. Stoops at stoops@

"

mtsd.org or call the Curriculum Department 
at (814) 835-5328. Students can also visit the 
MIHS or MHS office with suggestions.

New electives are al-
ways a fantastic way 
for students to further 
explore new and chal-
lenging [topics]. "
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OSCARS
The 

Predictions 

Name & Tutorial:

Best Picture Lead Actor Lead Actress

McDowell students! Make your predictions for the upcoming 
90th Academy Awards, also known as the Oscars. 

Fill out the slip below by circling your predictions in the categories: Best Picutre, Lead 
Actor, and Lead Actress. To submit your predictions, cut out your slip and give it to your 
tutorial teacher to place in The Trojan Voice envelope previously given to them. If your 
predictions matches the winners during the award show on March 4, you will be called 

down to 2-009 at MIHS to recieve your prize!
 

“May the odds be ever in your favor!”

In each box, write your prediction for the categories. If your predictions 
match the winners, you will recieve a prize from The Trojan Voice!

Please turn in by March 2!

“Call Me by Your Name” 
“Darkest Hour”

“Dunkirk”
“Get Out”

“Lady Bird”
“Phantom Thread”

“The Post” 
“The Shape of Water”

“Three Billboards Outside 
Ebbing, Missouri”

Timothée Chalamet, 
"Call Me by Your Name"

Daniel Day-Lewis, 
"Phanotm Thread"

Daniel Kaluuya, 
"Get Out"

Gary Oldman, 
"Darkest Hour"

Denzel Washington, 
"Roman J. Israel, Esq."

Sally Hawkind, 
"The Shape of Water"

Frances McDormand, 
"Three Billboards Outside 

Ebbing, Missouri"

Margot Robbie, 
"I, Tonya"

Saoirse Ronan, 
"Lady Bird"

Meryl Streep, 
"The Post"


