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Hello spring! 
Finally the weather is matching the calendar and 

hopefully the snow will stay away! 
With the brighter weather underway, this month’s 

issue of The Trojan Voice is full of stories featuring Mc-
Dowell’s final quarter highlights. 

McDowell student’s have been active around the 
school in recent months, such as CPA bringing down 
the house (3,328 tickets to be exact) in its production 
of “Beauty and the Beast,” and the spring sports teams 
racking up points and records in games. These events 
are both covered in this edition of The Trojan Voice. 

Prom is right around the corner and we are here to 
help! On page 15, the Prom Features section begins 
and we hit on topics to help with your pre-prom to-do 
checklists.

This is our longest issue yet and we are very proud of 
the outcome! 
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Featured Teacher of the Month
Full Name: Cindy DiBucci

Years in this Field: 22

Career: Lead Mental Health Liaison/School 
Counselor 

QWhat do you think the main role of a school  
metal health counselor is?

A My main role would be to look at mental 
health and if students could be referred, 

as well as to make sure that if there is a need, that 
I’m able to meet that student’s need.

Q What do you feel is the most important 
characteristic of a health liaison?

A I think for me sometimes it’s my sense of hu-
mor and willingness to listen, as well as being 

open to both sides, knowing that it’s usually somewhere 
in the middle.

QWhat is your role in preventing school 
violence? 

A To recognize: if there is a student that I 
have concern with, I have to put that out 

there, and take action as best as we can.

Q What influenced you to take this career 
path?

A I have always wanted to work with kids, and 
my thoughts were to do something more in-

dividualized. I liked the idea of doing one-on-one and 
therapy, which is what I started out doing.

Q What is your strongest asset?

A Maybe my approachability − I don’t think 
kids are intimidated by me, so maybe that 

would be my greatest attribute. I’m a little quirky, a 
little dorky, so I think sometimes that helps.

QHow do you feel you help the students at 
McDowell?

A I would hope that I help them in the 
sense that they have someone to listen to 

when they need to just vent, and I hope I give them 
a trustworthy or safe environment.

QWhat is your advice on how to cope with 
grief and loss or just mental health issues in 

general? 

A With grief and loss you have to give it 
time and express. Don’t hold it all in. Talk 

about it because it’s healthy. With mental health, the 
first step is to realize some thing’s going on, and if 
you know you’re feeling different, tell somebody.

Interview by Lexi Turnquist
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McDowell News

CPA Seniors Share in the ‘Beauty’ of Last Hurrah

The best way to end the 2017-2018 Center for Performing 
Arts (CPA) production season is with a classic almost everyone 
knows. The director of the CPA program, Brent Johnson, chose 
“Beauty and the Beast” to invite the community as guests to the 
final production of the season.

“Beauty and the Beast is a great story,” Johnson said. “We 
thought this was a great opportunity to engage all of the com-
munity and get the support behind such a large production.”

Audiences recognized the original music from the animated 
1991 Disney movie, yet there were nine additional songs they 
might not have known, such as “No Matter What,” performed 
by Belle and Maurice.

McDowell CPA seniors, Anna Droney, Ethan Craig, and 
Joe Gallagher, looked forward to their final year performing 
in high school but will miss the people they spent four years 
of their lives with. They have spent much of their high school 
experience  together in the CPA class as well as the stage pro-
ductions.

Droney, who played Belle, has performed since elementary 
school, but started doing school productions in middle school. 
She loved doing the “Addams Family” and “Seussical,” but 
thought this year’s production of Beauty and the Beast would 
be one of her favorite shows. 

Droney said she could relate to the theme of change in the 
show through her character and compare it to her own trans-
formations throughout high school. 

“Belle sings a song at the end of the show called ‘A Change in 
Me’ and, this is cheesy, but, I picture how I have grown through 
high school,” Droney said. “This show makes me sentimental 
because I look back at how everyone has grown up and how 

much we’ve changed but especially how we’ve matured as peo-
ple and how cool that is.”

Droney is upset that this is her last show, but she is also ex-
cited to go to Kent State University to pursue a career in nurs-
ing. She does hope she will perform again on some other stage.

Craig, who plays the Beast, has performed over the last ten 
years in school productions as well as at the Erie Playhouse 
where one of his highlights was performing in its production 
of “Les Misérable.”

Craig found himself relating to his character during this 
show: the Beast is miserable and he said that he is also miser-
able. He is sad to leave the McDowell CPA program, his peers, 
and his directors, but he is ready to move forward.

“CPA has taught me how to interact with my fellow students 
and to be respectful to my teachers and directors,” Craig said. 
He thinks students who get involved with the CPA program 
learn a lot more than just performance, such as self-confidence, 
speaking skills, and respect for others.

He plans to continue his love of theater by majoring in the-
ater technology at DePaul University. 

Gallagher, brought the light-hearted character of Lumière to 
the stage. He has been performing since fifth-grade and found 
his favorite production to be his seventh-grade production of 
Alice in Wonderland Jr. because it was the first show he had a 
role in and was able to perform with his brother as Tweedledee 
and Tweedledum.

“I think that since it’s a final hurrah, the amount of work that 
goes into it is a nice summary of all the characters I’ve played 
thus far,” Gallagher said. 

by Courtney Balcombe
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McDowell News
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Senior Shania Petrush is concerned. When she looks 
into a classroom trash bin, she sees paper in the garbage 
bin and garbage in the recycling bin. She often sees this in 
every classroom in McDowell. 

So, naturally people assume that McDowell doesn’t re-
cycle. 

Multiple teachers and students have recently voiced 
their concerns regarding the belief that McDowell doesn’t 
recycle. 

Petrush is not only a student, but she is also president 
of the newly established Green Team Club at McDowell, 
so she has made it her mission to figure out what is going 
on with the green recycle bins in the school. 

“Think of how many papers you use in a school day. 
Maybe a four page packet per class, on average. Multi-
ply that by four classes, by 180 school days, by 600 stu-
dents per grade, and across four grades. That’s around 
6,912,000 pieces of paper per year that McDowell could 
be recycling,” Petrush said.

Although not every class may use a four-page packet 
daily, paper is not the only thing that ends up in the class-
room bins. 

Michael Liddell, the head custodian at McDowell In-
termediate, said that custodians are instructed to throw 
the recycling bin into the big trash bin if they see that the 
recycling has been contaminated by trash, such as liquids 
and food. 

This might be the reason students and staff believe Mc-
Dowell doesn’t recycle.

Students can help the custodians by putting their gar-

bage in the correct bins; even the lid of orange juice con-
tainers students get at breakfast can ruin the papers that 
were in that recycling bin because there might be juice 
on the lid. 

The problem is that students don’t believe that Mc-
Dowell recycles so they throw it in whichever bin is clos-
est to them. Some teachers and students think that ed-
ucation on single-stream recycling needs to be revisited 
throughout the high school. 

If students better understood the rules of single stream 
recycling, McDowell could make a substantial difference 
in helping out the environment. 

During the single-stream recycling process, everything 
gets placed in one bin and separated later at the Resource 
Management’s material recovery facility. At the facility, 
workers separate certain items from the recyclable mate-
rials, such as plastic bags and cardboard. 

Jayme Taylor, a biology teacher and adviser of the 
Green Team, said, “I think students do not know the recy-
cling rules in general.” Taylor has signs above her garbage 
that read “paper” and “empty bottles.” The signs instruct 
students to follow recycling guidelines such as to empty 
plastic bottles before recycling them and to not recycle 
cardboard with food waste on it. 

The Green Team hopes to educate McDowell students 
by hanging up posters throughout the school and spread 
even more recycling knowledge through social media. 

“We need to be promoting recycling here so that kids 
can take that knowledge home with them, and we can po-
tentially reach almost all the families in Millcreek with 
this message,” Petrush said.

Improve Your Trashy Recycling Habits 
by Sierra Jaskiewicz

Paper 
Newspapers and Magazines

Empty Cans
Cardboard (3’ x 3’)
Clean Plastic #1-7
Clean Food Boxes

Chip and Candy Wrappers
Used Paper Products

Glass
Plastic Bags

Styrofoam
Food Waste

Recyclable Materials 
Contaminated with Food 

Waste 



Sports

Trojans Spring into Season Play
by Natalie Sebunia

From track to tennis, Trojan spring athletes are jumping, pitching, shooting and running into competition, and 
with the loss of some senior talent, it will be up to the new and returning players to step up and lead their teams to 
success. Here is a quick look at how the athletes in each spring sport stack up. Up-to-date game schedules for all 
sports can be found on www.mcdowelldistrict10.org. 

Track and Field (Girls)
For girls, despite losing First Team All-Star triple jumper 

Rebecca Olanrewaju, Second Team All-Star high jumper Kate-
lyn Meyer, and 400 relay members Marlee Turowski and Kait-
lyn Redinger, the future looks bright. First Team All-Star pole 
vaulter Allie Myers will return as a sophomore, along with run-
ners Karlee Buck (10) and Katelyn Testa (10). Alyssa Kaveney, 
a 100 and 200 Second Team All-Star runner and member of 
the 400 relay, will head into her senior season this year with 
high expectations after a stellar indoor track season where she 
broke the 60-meter dash school record. The team hopes to take 
down defending region champs Villa Maria.

Track and Field (Boys)
Looking to repeat as Region champions, the boy’s side 

of the team also appears strong. Sprint events are open now 
that Region 6 athlete of the year Kody Rinkevich (100, 200, 
400 Relay) has graduated. Other spots that need to be filled 
include the 800 and triple jump. Torrey Quinn, the only re-
maining member of McDowell’s First Team All-Star 400 relay 
after three graduated, a runner on the 1600 relay, and a 400 
runner, is an athlete to keep an eye on. High jumper and long 
jumper Nate Davison (12) and 110 hurdler George Barnes (12) 
are also predicted to have successful seasons. Other upcoming 
seniors this season include Jake Niemic (Pole Vault) and Ryan 
Zimmerman (3200 Relay).

Softball
After falling to Hempfield 5-0 in the eighth inning during 

the PIAA Class 6A quarterfinal last year, McDowell Softball 
is ready for another season. Returning upperclassmen Region 
7 First Team All-Stars include Kira Hillhouse (11), Taylor 
Lavarone (12), and Rachel Marsden (11). Marsden was also 
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named the Erie Times News District 10 Player of the Year for 
the second year in a row and an All-State Second Team pitch-
er, as well as region player of the year and region pitcher of 
the year. Rachel Helsley (10) and Faith Renwick (10) are un-
derclassmen expected to have productive seasons after being 
named First and Second Team All-Stars respectively in the 
previous season. Although they lost First Team All-Stars Kar-
lie Fachetti and Gwyn McDonald, the team hopes to improve 
their 14-6 record from last spring, where the team held a bat-
ting average of .339 and scored 178 runs.

Boys Lacrosse
The Trojan boys also saw an end to their  previous season 

with a loss to State College, leaving them with an 8-11 record. 
This year, the team is looking to seniors Jamie Alloway and 
Nolan Putnam to lead them to victory. As the top goal scorers 
last year with 40 goals each, both are expected to excel this sea-
son. Defenders Ryan Dickson (12) and Christopher Frenn (12) 
are other players expected to do well, along with seniors Nick 
Maleno, Mike Sharrer, and Jacob Jones. However, the team lost 
goalie Cole Shenk, who had a 67.4 save percentage, so it will be 

up to junior Thomas Desilets to fill his shoes.
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SportsGirls Lacrosse
McDowell’s Girls Lacrosse team ended their 6-10 season 

with a loss to State College in the Class 3A sub-regional game. 
After losing several graduates, including First Team All Stars 
Sylvia Grack and Claire Tushak, as well as Second Team All-
Star Erica Groenendaal, returning players will have to step up. 
One senior to watch out for this season is Rachel Tufts, the 
top goal scorer from last season with 32 goals, which is about 
three goals per game. Mackenzie Morris (12), Mia DeMarco 
(11), and Mary Cassano (10) are other players to look out for 
this season. Maura Keinath will return as the team’s goalie after 
ending last season with a 54 save percentage. Mia Thornton 
(12), who scored two goals in the team’s final game, is another 
player to keep an eye on. 

Baseball
McDowell Baseball is ready for an even better season after 

last year’s 14-6 record. Prior to transferring to Cathedral Prep 
this year, junior Regan Schleicher was the team’s top batter 
with an average of .460, as well as a promising fielder. The two 
other top batters were graduates Carter Ryback (.404) and Mi-
chael Ruf (.442). Ryback was also one of the top pitchers with 
an earned run average (ERA) of 1.64, along with fellow senior 
Carter Barricklow, who had an ERA of 2.22. With all three of 
these players gone, others will have to fulfill their roles. Junior 
Matt Manczka, senior Nolan Tupek, and sophomore Luke 
Jackson are batters who showed some promise last season and 
could be successful this year. All four are also skilled in the 
field. Tupek had a fielding percentage of 1.000 in 10 games, 
while Manczka had an average of .833 in the same number of 
games. Jackson averaged .833 in 18 games. Marty Kaverman 
(11) may also be a player to keep an eye on, especially as a 
second baseman. 

Boys Tennis
Last season, Cathedral Prep beat McDowell boys Sebastian 

Carrillo and Stephen Moyer in the District 10 Doubles Tennis 
Finals 6-1, 6-1. Carrillo was also beaten by Prep in the sin-
gles finals. Carrillo (12) and Moyer (12) were named Second 
Team All-Stars in singles as juniors last year. Current juniors 
Joe Puckly and Lee Schaaf were named Second Team All-Stars 
in doubles. Matt Su (9) and Sebastian Zhao (9) will bring some 
new prospects to the team and with them the boys are looking 
to bring home a win at the District 10 Championship.

Boys Volleyball
Last season, the Trojans volleyball team fell in the first 

round of the PIAA playoffs to Bethel Park in straight sets, end-
ing their season with a 7-8 record. Alex Farantzos, who was 
named Second Team All-Star, along with John Easly were stars 
in the game. Now, with Farantzos gone, it will be up to seniors 
to lead the team back to the state tournament. Easly (12) looks 
like he will have a good season after having 20 assists in the 
Trojan’s final game last year. Logan Herring (10) is another 
stand-out player from last season. The boys hope to at least 
repeat their District 10 sub-regional championship this year.
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Staff Editorial

Walkout Students
McDowell Media disappointed in Walkout organization

According to the Woman’s March website, the day 
was intended to “protest Congress’ refusal to take 
action on the gun violence epidemic plaguing our 
schools and neighborhoods.” Some people didn’t 
know this intent as it was described as not being po-
litical when discussed on the announcements. Many  
thought it was to be a time of recognition for the 
families of the 17 Parkland shooting victims. The 
organizers stressed that this was not to be a political 
event, although it later became one.

The McDowell organizers should have taken the 
time to make sure students fully understood that 
the 17 minute walkout promoted by the Women’s 
March movement was to send a message to Con-
gress about their indecisiveness surrounding vi-
olence in schools. It was not a time to ditch class, 
nor was it a time to share a personal opinions about 
guns reform.

At McDowell Senior High, the walkout, intended 
to last 17 minutes, only lasted for 10 minutes when 
the leaders seemed to run out of material, and what 

On March 14, over 2,500 schools participated in 
the National School Walkout as part of the Wom-
en’s March Youth Empower movement. McDowell 
Senior High and McDowell Intermediate were two 
schools that participated.  

While other area schools let students gather out-
side or hold signs to send their message, McDowell 
administration set restrictions for the organizers 
and the two schools had to work within the stipula-
tions. However, an event that could have brought the 
schools together as one, left the schools in a divide, 
and could have been planned better than it was.

The message of remembrance school safety was 
lost on many students because the organizers failed 
to explain what the message was intended to be.

Instead, they used the peaceful walkout as a way 
to spread their individual political views. To make 
matters worse, the organizers left out half of the Mc-
Dowell student body by failing to prepare activities, 
speakers, and student leadership to be present at the 
Intermediate building during the 17 minutes.

8
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was said became time to slam the government and 
inject opinion about gun reform. 

A video of the McDowell event was posted on so-
cial media showing students with their phones out, 
talking to each other, and enjoying time out of class, 
instead of paying their respect for the process of this 
first amendment right of protest or for the 17 dead.

The amount of disrespect was amplified when 
those who read the names of the victims didn’t pro-
nounce them correctly, appearing like they had nev-
er seen the names before taking the stage. On top of 
that, they only read a few of the names and then im-
mediately requested a moment of silence to remem-
ber them. We were supposed to take a moment to 
remember those whose names we never even heard 
correctly and that were glossed over.

The disrespect continued as one speaker read a 
poem, which started with a great message, but some 
later lines pushed a gun reform agenda. The Walk-
out was billed as event to remember those who lost 
their lives and to show that students want the vio-
lence to end. It was not a place to state a personal 
opinion about gun reform or the government. To 
say that McDowell “needs to be the change” is to 
say that the school is using this tragedy to state one’s 
personal agenda.

What furthered the disorganization of the Mc-
Dowell Walkout was that the student’s leadership 
was not the same in both buildings. MHS had an 
assembly with five student organizers leading the 
event. Meanwhile, MIHS did not have designated 
leaders who planned the event for the building.

After a few minutes of chaos at MIHS, one fresh-
man took charge of the event. This student was not 
a walkout organizer, but she took matters into her 
own hands and brought the students together say-
ing some impassioned words and insisting that they 
remain silent while they stood in protest and re-

membrance of those who’s lives have been touched 
by violence. Students who were there mentioned 
that it was more effective that way.

The event’s biggest problem was a lack of consis-
tent communication. The website for the Women’s 
March Youth Empower, contains a toolkit to orga-
nize a walkout. It explained what was expected of 
the Walkout. Students were not told that this website 
existed or that the true message behind the walkout 
was listed on the site. Had they known, the students 
could have better judged whether they wanted to 
join in the walkout or stay in class. Instead, students 
walked almost blindly into the event.

It’s the students’ right to know what kind of event 
they are attending, especially when it is labeled as 
a protest, something many high school students 
in this decade are not familiar with. They should 
have had all the information instead of the bait and 
switch that took place.  

In spite of all of this, the Walkout did effectively 
bring students together for a common cause. Even 
though the message was not well explained, the 
event allowed those involved to learn what could  
happen during a protest, and possibly know what to 
expect the next time an event like this would hap-
pen.

Overall, students at McDowell were exposed to a 
protest that relayed the message that our students 
are tired of the violence that is too often found in 
our society. 

It was successful in showing the Millcreek admin-
istration that the students can be trusted to come 
together behind one cause, so that it can be repeated 
in the future. This opportunity was not only a way 
for students to express themselves, but also a lesson 
in First Amendment rights and how situations in-
volving those rights can be handled.
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Locally, there is a growing effort to fight the epi-
demic. Forums educate people on the epidemic and 
allow drug rehabilitation and prevention centers to 
distribute information.

Part of the effort has been spearheaded by the 
Eisert-Wlodarczyk family. Corey and his moth-

er, MaryKay Eisert-Wlodarczyk, participate 
in drug prevention group Lake Erie Youth 

ROAD Crew. This group is for teenagers 
who stand against drug use and want 

to promote a safe lifestyle at schools 
around the county. Students can 

also join in-school programs 
like Lead and Seed to help 

fight the epidemic. For 
Corey, however, joining 

clubs was not enough. 
For his Boy Scouts of Amer-

ica Eagle Scout project, Corey 
Eisert-Wlodarczyk created a “Hid-

den in Plain Sight” trailer. His trailer, 
designed as a teenager’s bedroom, holds 

50 signs of drug use parents can identify. The 
hope is that parents will then generate a discus-

sion with their teens. Corey believes that “the front 
line for the kids that get involved with drug use is 
their parents and the people around them.”

The first public appearance of Corey’s Eagle Scout 
project was at the Millcreek Mall Complex as a panel 
system set up like a room. He then received funding 
from government grants and donations to make it a 
mobile trailer, allowing it to tour the county. It now 
goes to other counties and has even been to Wash-
ington D.C.; they have recently acquired the interest 
of a police department in Michigan.

  For the Eisert-Wlodarczyk family, these pro-

Corey Eisert-Wlodarczyk and his family found 
themselves facing a tragedy they never thought 
would happen to them. In 2012, Eisert-Wlodarczyk’s 
oldest brother, Collin, died of a heroin overdose at 
age 20.

Families forced to deal with a drug death often 
don’t talk about their experience. They chan-
nel energy into their situation and not what 
they can do about it. 

Instead of focusing on his grief, 
Corey decided to do something 
about the problem. He said in 
his TEDxErie talk in 2017, 
“I knew I could be a can-
dle in a dark room and 
stop stories like mine 
from happening.”

An outsider to the opioid 
epidemic might think that this 
family’s situation is an isolated inci-
dent. They may say the drug problem 
that President Donald Trump declared a 
public health emergency is an outlier and no-
where near them. 124 families in Erie County 
might disagree. Last year, they experienced a simi-
lar situation to that of the Eisert-Wlodarczyk family.

According to Erie County Coroner Lyell Cook, 
70-75 percent of those drug deaths involved the class 
of drug heroin is in—opioids. The Center for Dis-
ease Control says that around 66 percent of 600,000 
national drug deaths in 2016 involved opioids.

 Phe.gov says, in a public health emergency, the 
government can make grants, enter contracts, and 
conduct investigations into cause, treatment, or 
prevention of disease or disorder. They can also hire 
people for one year to help fight the problem.

News
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A Family’s Call for       Opioid Awareness 
          by Samantha Mannion

Opioids include prescription 
painkillers such as 

oxycodone, hydrocodon, fen-
talyl, and the illicit drug heroin.



Every day, more than 
115 people die after 

overdosing on opioids.
~drugabuse.gov

grams mean that they can speak openly about their 
loss. After the death of Collin Eisert-Wlodarczyk, 
the family would talk to others about losing a loved 
one to drugs, and people would share how drugs 
had affected them.

MaryKay Eisert-Wlodarczyk wants people who 
have a loved one facing addiction  has overdosed to 
know that “sometimes you did everything right; it’s 
just bad things happen.” She continued to say that 
the more stories of people affected by t h i s 
problem are shared with young 
people, the more change 
they will want 
to bring 

about.
Her belief is 

that education is the 
most important aspect of stop-

ping this epidemic. Information that people like 
the Eisert-Wlodarczyks offer for parents includes 
recognizing signs of drug addiction, programs 
available for children, and how different the prob-
lem is from their era.

MaryKay Eisert-Wlodarczyk said that whenever 
she attends a meeting with the Erie Drug and Alco-
hol Coalition, she learns something new. “The drugs 
that are available today are not the same drugs that 
we grew up with or that any parents grew up with,” 

Teen education involves taking preventative mea-
sures and informing them on the dangers

Finally, education for the victims of this epidem-
ic, including their families on what is available their 
community has that can help them through their 

News
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A Family’s Call for       Opioid Awareness 
          by Samantha Mannion

64,000 people over-

dosed on opioids in 

2016

 

-cdc.org

57,000 died in the Viet-

nam War. 
-archives.org

Everyday 2.500 people 

abuse prescrib
ed pain re-

lievers fo
r the first t

ime.

-drugfreewold.org

problem. 
All of this contributes to promoting drug aware-

ness locally, statewide, and nationally. Corey Eisert-
Wlodarczyk believes that, in order to take action 
properly, you must know “the number one step is 
you have to realize there is a problem before you can 
do anything about the problem.”



Hear Me Out 
Story and Photo by Max Nemenz

Opinion

Students like myself struggle everyday to do what others 
think is simple—hearing. I was born with hearing loss in my 
right ear, and my left ear gradually got worse growing up. With 
that, my left and right ears  do not have the same hearing levels; 
it affects my life everyday, but it also affects those around me.

I wear two hearing aids, which you would think would com-
pletely solve my impairment. However, they only aid in my 
hearing and do not completely resolve my impairment.

I cannot block out background noise when I am trying to fo-
cus on sound happening in front of me. Locating sound is really 
hard for me to do because my ears are at different hearing levels.

Lunchtime at school can be difficult for me because of all 
the background noise that goes on. I cannot hear the person 
sitting across the table, let alone next to me. I often have to ask 
people to speak up in those situations, and it is very bothersome 
to them and me. 

People need to be more understanding when dealing with 
friends and peers with hearing impairments. I will try to listen 
to someone, hear what they say, and not be able to make out 
what they said. When I ask them to repeat what they said, they 
often refuse to reiterate themselves.

This irritates me so much because I just want to be part of the 
conversation, but instead people make me feel rejected. Too of-
ten I get this “never mind” response. It drives me crazy because 
I question if they even want me to be a part of the conversation 
at all. 

Believe it or not, I am in the drum line in the marching band. 
One time I was talking to someone about the music that we were 
playing for a show  and I asked them a question about it. While 
they were responding, I interrupted and said that I was not able 
to hear them. Then they said, “Never mind, I won’t tell you be-
cause you can’t hear me.” 

I was so frustrated  because I wanted to hear what they had 
to say, but they refused to tell me! 

It is understandable that people do not want to repeat them-
selves, but I want people to know that I actually care about what 
they say, I just might not have caught all of it the first time. 

Directions are also something that I struggle with. I usually 
catch the main directions, but I often miss little things and it 
totally screws up what I am working on.

In marching band for example, we have drill sets that are 
named after letters such as “A,” “B,” “C,” and so on. To me, the 
letters “B,” “C,” “D,” “E” and “G,” all sound the same because 
they all end with an “E” sound. So I asked my instructors to 
use words rather than letters. Now they say, “We are going to 
set “Banana” rather than set “B” and I am able to follow more 
accurately. 

It happens in class as well. If a teacher is reading off the an-
swers to a multiple choice assignment, I always need someone 
to correct mine for me because I cannot differentiate between 
the letters. When I am in class, I often miss out on what a teach-
er says to me. They usually will give me directions and I always 
question them about it. It comes off to other students that I was 
not listening, but really I am just making sure I heard every-
thing. 

I also loathe when teachers say, “Now listen, I am only going 
to say this once.” Then it feels like the teacher does not want me 
to hear them, even though I know they do it to make sure every-
one is paying attention. 

When I have my hearing aids on, it does not mean I am go-
ing to be able to hear you. I had a teacher in middle school who 
thought that and got frustrated with me in class when I asked 
her to repeat things.

Sometimes when someone is talking to me one-on-one, I 
will take out my hearing aids because they pick up all the noises 
around me. It is actually much easier for me to focus on a single 
sound without my hearing aids so I do not pick up background 
noise.

My hearing impairments  make it difficult to socialize some-
times because I cannot hear what someone has to say, and it 
turns out to be an awkward situation for me and the person I am 
trying to talk to. I often find myself laughing only because oth-
ers are laughing, not laughing about what people said, because I 
actually did not hear what was funny. 

When I was little, I would make up games with my friends 
where we would make up our own rules, but suddenly they 
would change the rules. Sometimes, I would not hear the 
change, and what was a fun time always ended with me being 
angry. It would have been nice for them to suggest any changes 
directly to me beforehand. 

One way I try to get over the fact that I have a disability is by 
making silly jokes about myself. I often try to sit in the front of 
class so I can hear the teacher. I also know that my hearing loss 
is not going to get better, so I focus on what makes me happy 
and not what brings me down. 

Overall, I ask people to be more mindful, considerate, and 
patient with people who have hearing loss, like me. Don’t mum-
ble when you talk to people who are hard of hearing. Talk in a 
louder voice, and be understanding when asked to repeat some-
thing. Twenty percent of Americans reported hearing loss in 
their lifetime; that is 48 million people. Someday you could be 
the one who needs something repeated, and I bet then you’ll 
understand. 
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AdviceDear Juliet,
 “My boyfriend and I have been together for two years. It was 
always he and I against the world, the light of each other’s eyes. Then 
when he left for basic training and came back he’s completely differ-
ent. I feel as if our relationship is slipping through my fingers. What 
should I do?”

Basic training is tough. Imagine what he 
went through. He got yelled at and emotion-
ally stripped down until he was nothing but a 
well-disciplined cadet willing to serve his coun-
try at any cost without hesitation. That would ob-
viously change someone.

It is your responsibility as a loving partner 
to be able to grow alongside him and adapt to 
him changing as a person. You’re both going to 
change—especially because you’re so young. In 
a year you may look back and think you were a 
completely different person, and then he’ll be ex-
pected to adapt just as are now. That’s just what 
happens. 

The only clear-cut advice I can give to this: 
just love each other as you’d want to be loved. 
Be there for each other. Know that you both are 
going to change as you grow older, and being a 
teen is a very trying time for relationships. It de-
termines if you both have what it takes to make 
this relationship work, because it can be difficult 

going through all of these life-altering decisions 
while still maintaining a tight-knit bond with the 
person you love.

So, if you’ve read this column before I’m a 
strong advocate for talking it out, always. I be-
lieve a nice conversation over coffee and the cool 
spring air can fix more than you think.

Voice how you feel, and go from there, but 
know that everyone goes through changes. It’s 
your choice whether or not to stick around and 
figure out the best way to keep your relationship 
a priority amongst all the chaos. 

But keep in mind that it’s also okay if one or 
both of you decide that the people you are be-
coming will not work long term. The only con-
stant in life is change so you can’t expect for him 
to stay the same, just like he can’t assume you will 
either. The question is, can you love this Boy-
friend, 2.0? Because trading in for the previous 
version is not an option.

13

If you'd like advice, send your question to 
one of The Trojan Voice's social media out-
lets. The question will remain anonymous. 

(Rory DeFazio/The Trojan Voice)
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Albums to Warm-Up Your Summer Playlist
by Grace DeVies

Music

Shinedown 
“Attention Attention”
Hard Rock
Release Date: May 4

Arctic Monkeys
“Tranquility Base Hotel & Casino”
Alternative Rock
Release Date: May 11

Granville Automatic 
“Radio Hymns”

Country
Release Date: May 4

Marin Hill
“Unusual”

Electronic 
Release Date: May 11

(c
ha
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ng
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m

)

The Front Bottoms
“Ann EP”
Folk Punk
Release Date: May 18

Tia Fuller
“Diamond Cut”

Jazz 
Release Date: May 25
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Shinedown’s first album since 2015, “Attention Attention”, is highly 
anticipated by rock fans. Recently, the band has released two songs 
and added several dates to its summer tour. The band is set to appear 
at several hard rock festivals this summer, so fans will have much to 
look forward to along with the new LP.

Female country duo Granville Automatic is 
releasing their third studio LP this spring and 
has already announced a summer tour. With 
singles “A Little Bit of Both” and “Shoebox” 
finding recent success, the band’s album is pro-
jected to do well. 

Indie band The Arctic Monkeys is finally releas-
ing its highly anticipated album—the first by 
the band since 2013. The group has been known 
for creating rhythmically driven and incredibly 
catchy songs and their newest album is not ex-
pected to disappoint. 

American electronic duo Marian Hill is known for 
mixing electronic sounds with beautiful yet power-
ful vocals. Their recently released single, “Wish You 
Would,” delivers no less, and their summer tour is al-
ready underway as fans await the rest of the album’s 
release. 

Folk punk band The Front Bottoms has released 
music rather consistently for the past several 
years, and its most recent album, “Going Grey,” 
debuted in 2017. However, fans are just as excited 
for the group’s upcoming LP and are anticipat-
ing the direction in which it will lead the band’s 
sound. 

Saxophonist and composer Tia Fuller is most well 
known for her performances in Beyoncé’s all female 
band. However, she seems to find time to create her 
own music and is releasing her fourth full album this 
spring. 



McDowell 
       Prom

Midnight Masquerade

Saturday, June 2, 2018
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Dress to Impress: 
New Store Offers Array of Prom Styles 

Modest Beauty

Tale as Old 
as Time

Gatsby 
Inspired Style

16

Prom

These 1920s inspired dresses are very 
popular this year with the tight fit and 

low cut collar. The golden rhine-
stone pattern adds glamour to this 

dress. Go bold and pair it with 
closed-toe gold heels and gold 

dangly earrings. 

This dress will make you feel 
like a princess at the ball. Fit and 

flare dresses have never gone out 
of style, because who doesn’t want 

to look like a princess? This yellow 
beauty has lace on the entirety of the 

dress that achieves this classic look. You can 
pair this dress with silver or white strappy 
sandal heels. 

by Kensley Semple
Photos by Tyra Conrad and MacKenzie Farrell

Depending on your style, if 
you like showing less cleavage, 
this dress may be the one for 
you! The lacy bodice is a tank 
top style that is close to the neck. 
This dress has a touch of glitter on the 
flounced and layered skirt. Pair this 
dress with diamond earrings and sil-
ver heels to complete your look.



Prom

Class with a 
Little Sass

Hollywood 
Glamour

Bold and 
Bodacious

17

Crop top dresses combine elegance with 
a bit of sass like in this version with 

a lace halter top. This color is gor-
geous and unique, and will surely 

make you stand out at prom. Finish this 
look with nude or silver heels and your hair in 
a low up-do.

 Go all out with a dress 
covered in glitter! This 
dark rose gold is a popular col-
or right now, and the glitz seen here 
takes it to the next level. Wow everyone at 
prom by pairing this dress with black sandal 
heels and leave all your hair down—straight or 
curled—for the perfect look. 

You’ll be the 
most elegant at prom in this 

dress! Halter top dresses with a 
fitted skirts are all the rage. A low 
up-do would be the perfect hair-
style to pair with the neckline of 

this dress. Complete this look with 
gold or black pumps and you’ll be 
camera ready for your close up!

Girls in Erie got lucky this 
year with the opening of Wind-
sor in the Millcreek Mall Com-
plex. There are many differ-
ent styles available at Windsor 
whether you’re looking for a 
prom dress or a short cocktail 
style dress. The store allows you 
to be unique when choosing a 
dress and helps to make sure 
you find the perfect fit. All of 
the dresses below are a sneak 
peak at the dresses Windsor 
sells. 
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Flying Solo at Prom: Always an Option
by Greg Rounds

Prom

didn’t have a date, he wouldn’t let it stop him. 
Senior Allyn Jones said, “I think in society it is 

definitely more common for girls to go in a group, 
but I think it is just good to go and have that expe-
rience.”

If you are still nervous about going, Randall has 
some advice. 

“Just try to stay around your circle of friends and 
if you don’t have any, don’t worry about what any-
one thinks and just have fun,” he said. 

If you do end up going alone, good for you, you 
have courage. You can dance awkwardly with any-
one you want or by yourself if you want. You also 
don’t have to coordinate your outfit with a date. You 
don’t have to deal with the pressure of a high school 
relationship in the last week of senior year. And you 
can leave if you get uncomfortable. 

Besides, there are going to be so many people on 
the dance floor that nobody is really going to notice 
or care if you don’t have a date.

Going to prom by yourself just means you are go-
ing on your own terms.

Nothing should stop you from making good 
memories at prom and having your one last hurrah. 

Prom isn’t until June 2 this year, but people have 
already started to make plans for a memorable night. 
If you don’t have every detail decided, you can still 
go to prom even if you have to go alone. 

Elijah Randall, senior at McDowell High School, 
plans on going with his friends but wouldn’t mind 
going with a date, “I want to have one last hurrah 
with everyone before I go off to college and start a 
new chapter of my life.” 

Many seniors feel this way. Prom is a once in a 
lifetime experience that everyone can be a part of. 
It doesn’t matter if you are going with a date, with a 
group or alone. 

Senior Joshua Rohrbach says students should 
consider going, as he looked back at when he was 
a freshman and regretted not going to semi formal. 

As going to prom solo has become more com-
mon, there seems to be a certain stigma involved 
with going as a group. It seems to be more socially 
acceptable to go as a group of girls then as a group 
of guys. 

“I see more girls going as a group rather than 
guys,” Rohrbach said.

While Rohrbach does think it is more socially 
acceptable for a group of girls to go together, if he 
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Pump Up Your Prom Pics
By Natalie Sebunia

When it comes time for prom, people want to take the best possible pictures to capture their special memories. 
Many prom goers struggle with where to take their photos and want to avoid the same old backyard or staircase 
shots taken at previous dances. Although there are plenty of amazing places to take prom photos in Erie, some 
really stand out. Here are five excellent places to snap your prom pictures.

Presque Isle makes a beautiful backdrop for prom pictures. The beaches offer 
a gorgeous background, especially if it’s a sunny day, and the piers provide another 
eye-catching location with dazzling views. You could also head down toward the Pr-
esque Isle Lighthouse or Perry Monument for a more unique background. Old struc-
tures are always a wonderful addition to photos. 

At Mercyhurst University, the Our Lady of Lourdes Grotto offers a magnificent 
background for pictures. The structure is located at 501 E. 38th St., right next to Mercy-
hurst’s Neumann Hall building. The stone gives off an old-timey feel and will look good 
with vintage or modern dresses. Also on campus are beautiful walking paths, and by the 
beginning of June, trees and shrubs should be blooming around the area to help enhance 
this location even more.

You may be heading downtown for prom after dinner, and if so, you could make a 
quick stop on your way. The Erie Art Museum has exquisite white marble steps that 
would look great in photos. You could even pose with the iconic 500 pound bronze Eter-
nal Vigilance statue right outside the museum. There’s also the charming Warner Theatre, 
which offers another fun place to capture unique pictures. The marque would make a 
special background in any photo. 

If you are looking for something really different, you could take your prom pictures at the Erie 
Zoo. You could pose in front of your favorite animal exhibit or maybe take a picture on the carou-
sel or the train. The Glenwood Park playground offers more scenery. There’s plenty of greenery if 
you want more sophisticated pictures, or you could hang out on the swings. Keep in mind though 
that the zoo closes at 5 p.m., and you would need to pay the $9 admission price unless you have a 
family membership. It may not be as fancy, but it is fun.

If you’re looking for a more woodsy feel, Browns Farm and Asbury Woods may 
be the best place to go. Plenty of trees, flowers, and other plants populate this area, and all 
the green will make for a remarkable natural background. There are also several bridges 
and a wooden walking path to stroll along hand-in-hand. If you’re feeling extra creative, 
you could even take your pictures by the swamp.

Prom



Apr. 27 
Arbor Day

One major part of life we don’t re-
alize is how important trees are. Ar-
bor simply means a grove of trees. 
To take full advantage of this day, 
go plant a tree and join the tree 
huggers for one day to properly 
celebrate the oxygen trees give.

Apr. 23  
Take A Chance Day

Today you should take a risk. It is 
all about taking opportunities that 
you normally wouldn’t. Go out there 
and let go because today is the day 
that you let all your worries go and 
make mistakes while you still can.

National Celebrate Something Everyday
by Gregg Vincent

Apr. 30 
Honesty Day

In this world, we are surround-
ed by lies like fake news and 
online gossip, so take this day 
to eliminate all dishonesty 
around you and replace it with 
positivity. This day is obvious-
ly all about being honest, to 
yourself, your peers, family and 
to all those you associate with. 

May 1 
Loyalty Day

We live in a world in which family 
and friends are everything, so what 
better day than this to prove your 
loyalty to them. There are many 
things you could do like get this 
person a gift, or even just a day out 
to make sure you two are caught up 
on everything in each other’s lives.

May 5
Join Hands Day

This day is to unify those of older 
and younger generations by for-
getting the separations from social 
standards. Visit those who are el-
derly and show them you still care.

May 12 - 
Mini Golf Day

For those non-athletic people, 
mini golf could be a fun way to 
enjoy your day. So take some 
friends and have a fun compe-
tition to see who can score the 
lowest (or the highest), because 
in mini golf it’s about how much 
fun you have, not who’s the best.

May 18 - 
Pizza Party Day

Today is the day you try pizza 
with pineapple. Yes, might as 
well. Take this day to try all the 
craziest toppings. While doing 
this, invite some friends and 
share the Italian pie no matter 
how gross you find the toppings.

May 30 - 
Creativity Day

Creativity can be considered 
a way to let emotion go. For 
others, it is often just a way to 
waste time. Creativity Day is all 
about taking your time to cre-
ate the artistic things you have 
in your head. Get those pencils 
and let your creative juices flow.
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