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The Trojan Voice is a student-run school 
magazine made entirely by McDowell’s 
students for McDowell’s students. 

Previously established by Mrs. Barb Makay, 
The Trojan Voice had been around for several 
years but was discontinued when she retired. 
Three years later, Chris Butler brought the 
magazine back. He met with Mrs. Stephanie 
Weiss and found a group of eager student 
writers, who got The Trojan Voice back on 
its feet. We, Samantha Mannion and Kensley 
Semple, were two of those eager students, and 
we are now the Co-Editors-in-Chief of The 
Trojan Voice. 

Both of us began to gain interest in print 
communications as freshman in Journalism 1 
fourth quarter, third block. Samantha joined 
the Media Club after school at the beginning 

of her sophomore year and was present for the 
entirety of the relaunch. Kensley began attending 
Media Club during the second quarter. Due to her 
busy dance schedule, she couldn’t contribute as 
much as she wanted. Yet, in second semester’s third 
block Advanced Journalism class, Kensley got 
even more involved, finding a love for InDesign. 

The magazine will have new volumes released 
every month. Along with our staff, we are excited 
to present The Trojan Voice, and we are eager to see 
what the future holds for it. We hope you enjoy. 

Samantha Mannion 
Kensley Semple

Co-Editors-in-Chief
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Name: Mrs. Kimberly Clear
Classes Taught: Honors and Academic  
English 11 and 12
Years in education: 14 years 

Q  Where else have you taught? 

 A  I taught for 14 years at JS Wilson 
Middle School. 

Q  Why did you move to McDowell?

 A  I wanted a bigger challenge. I loved 
my students at JS Wilson, but I was anxious for 
having a different age group. I really thought 
I was able to make a difference in the lives of 
8th graders, but that maybe they forgot about 
some of the lessons I taught them.  I came to the 
11th and 12th grades because I want to be able 
to teach them and to help 11th and 12th grad-
ers become who they want to be in life and then 
use that in their futures. They are on the cusp of 
their lives and what if I could have an impact on 
that. That to me makes all the difference in the 
world. 

Q  Why did you start teaching? 

 A  Because I wanted to make a difference in 
the lives of others and I was very lucky to have an 
English teacher in high school who made me see the 
world in a completely new and different way. I was 
able to find that there was someone else who loved 
to read. I realized someone could be a better person 
through what they read and through literature, and I 
wanted to be able to do  that for others and to inspire 
them to be better people as well. 

Q  What are your hobbies outside school? 

 A  I love to spend time with my family. I love 
to hike and I love to read. I love to sit in the woods 
and listen to the noises like the cicadas and the birds 
and the trees. I teach dance, so I love music. I also 
love food and Star Wars. 

Q  What did you want to be when you were a 
kid? 

 A  I wanted to be a nun at one point. I want-
ed to be an actress. I wanted to be a dancer. I also 
wanted to teach college English.

Q  What do you enjoy most about teaching? 

 A  Inspiring others to be the best people they 
can be, and that’s different for all. I also feel like it’s 
my job to open the minds of students and to make 
them think about their place in this world, and how 
they can make a difference in it, who they are in this 
world, and also what kind of path they’re going to 
take in our world. Are they going sit by and watch 
things happen or are they going to stand up and say 
something and be a voice for those who are voice-
less?
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Featured Teacher Of The Month



McDowell 
Homecoming Court

Girls 
Ally Jones

Zareen Khan

Madyson Rush

Madelyn Stoops

Allison Testa

Sydney Thiem

Boys
Casey Baker 

Aaron Boyd

Matthew DeHart

Corey Eisert-
Wlodarczyk

Cameron Palermo

Joshua Rohrbach



“Is my eyeliner running?”
“I woke up like this.”
“Are my eyebrows on fleek?”
Those are just a few examples of what I’ve overheard 

from girls talking in the hallways of McDowell High 
School. 

There seems to be two different types of girls when 
it comes to getting ready in the morning. Those who 
wake up extra early for their makeup and hair, or those 
who wake up, put their hair in a ponytail and catch the 
bus. Those are examples of two totally different morn-
ing routines. Does that sound like anyone you know?

I don’t have first-hand experience, but I know it re-
quires a tremendous amount of dedication and time to 
keep your winged eyeliner on point.

A recent poll was taken throughout McDowell, in-

Makeup Poll Says Less is More
by Joshua Rohrbach
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volving thirty boys, who were asked to choose which 
picture of the same girl they found most attractive. A 
young adult woman was photographed wearing four 
different amounts of makeup - none, light, medium, or 
heavy. Out of the boys, the light level of makeup had 
the most votes. To be exact, 57 percent of the boys in 
the survey said a light level of makeup is most 
preferred. 
     Kiaran Todd, a senior said, “I find a more natural, 
less embellished face more attractive.” 
    Next in line was a medium amount (27 percent), 
then no makeup (10 percent), and finally heavy make-
up (6 percent). 
     Jack McLaughlin, a Junior said, “I prefer a woman 
in her natural beauty.”

Other than here at McDowell, surveys have been 
taken over a larger scale on the Internet. 
There isn’t a simple answer to what men 
think, rather, it’s all over the spectrum de-
pending on who you talk to. Some prefer 
moderate makeup where some like wom-
en with their natural beauty.

In the end, do you know who has the 
only say in how you should look?

YOU!
What does it mean? The statistics and 

polls don’t matter. This article was not 
meant to change your idea of how you 
should look. The only person you should 
try impress is yourself. Being happy with 
how you look, whether dressed up or laid 
back, is what should be concern you the 
most.



Eyes
Lash primer - This helps to keep your mas-
cara intact, making it last longer and bolder 
when you’re dancing the night away.

Eye primer - This goes on your whole eye-
lid. Just like the lash primer, it keeps your 
eyeshadow looking flawless throughout the 
night by protecting your eyeshadow from 
creasing and fading.

Apply highlighter shade - This is the light-
est shade that goes under your eyeshad-
ow. Apply it all over your lid from lashes to 
brows, and remember that blending is key.

Midtone color - Unlike the highlighter 
shade, this does not go on your whole eye-
lid. When applying midtone, use the dotted 
V technique. Start a little before the pupil in 
your eye, and make dots with the midtone 
out to the end of your eye. Then, continue 
making the dots up around the eyelid on 
the crease. Blend together well.  

Accent color - This should be applied by 
making dots under the crease in your eye-
lid. Connect the dots by blending up and 
back inward.

Higher shade - Only apply this on the very 
top of your eye so that the top of your eye is 
the lightest part. This gives the best shadow 
effect. You can blend the top of the midtone 
layer and the bottom of the highlighter 
shade to make it look like it naturally flows.

Dark color - This is your blues, greens, 
golds, etc… Using the dotted V technique 
again, make dots above your eyelid,mid

Highlight 
Na tura l  Beau ty 
for Night Out 
Story and Photos by Uriahe DeVore

Unless you are a makeup 
whiz, you might struggle with 
finding just the right look for 
homecoming. How much is too 
much? What’s just the right look 
for you? Well, stress no more. 
These simple and easy tasks will 
have you looking like a queen 
in no time thanks to Mary Kay 
Consultant Gwen Bradford. 

tone, and also right under the accent color.

Remember to also connect your top and bot-
tom dots to fill in the untouched space on your 
eyes since this is your main color that you want 
to make your eyes pop!

Eyeliner - Black is recommended especially 
for an occasion such as Homecoming. When 
applying, get as close to your lashes as possi-
ble to eliminate any gaps. Apply the eyeliner 
from the outer corner of your eye to the inside 
of your pupil and darken to your liking.

Mascara - Do the bottom first (optional) then 
the top. Finally, your eyes are complete!! 

The final product of the eye makeup.



Face-goal: Natural Look
1. Preparation - wash and moisturize your face.

2.Foundation primer - apply on all areas of your face. It is oil-free and helps your face to feel 
smooth. Moreover, like other primers, it helps to set your makeup so that it stays on longer.

3. Concealer (Optional) - this step does not apply to everyone. Concealer is used to cover up 
scars, red patches, blemishes, etc… So if you don't have any of those then this step is not for you.

4. CCC cream - stands for correct and conceal cream. It is like of a foundation. 

5. Check color - when applying cheek color, start off with a smile. When you smile, the “apples” 
of your cheeks appear. This is where you would want to apply your cheek color. Make dots with the 
cheek color and blend down towards the nose; do not blend up.

6. Lip Gloss - adds simple shine to your lips

7. Lipstick - adds more color to your lips and last longer than lipgloss

Before... ...After!



1 1 - 1 29 - 1 0
UNDERCLASSMEN 

Homecoming is a long-awaited tradition for 
many high school students in which underclassmen 
should be able to participate. First, underclassmen 
constantly contribute to the school’s well-being, so 
they should be allowed to enjoy the benefits of their 
hard work. Next, from a financial standpoint, the 
underclassmen could be valuable to the success of 
the dance. Finally, underclassmen attending Home-
coming does not prohibit any upperclassmen from 
going, and upperclassmen are not forced to interact 
with underclassmen regardless of if they attend the 
dance.  

Underclassmen should attend Homecoming as a 
reward for the contributions that they make to the 
school, and motivation to keep up the good work. 
Homecoming is organized by student council, which 
contains 25 underclassmen. Since they contributed 
more to the dance than some upperclassmen, they 
should be allowed to attend with their friends. Plus, 
not allowing underclassmen to partake in student 
run activities may discourage them from joining 
these clubs in the future. In the long run, allowing 
freshman and sophomores would be beneficial to 
their success. 

Allowing underclassmen to go to Homecoming 
is the fiscally responsible option. At its core, Home-
coming is a huge fundraiser for the school. By allow-
ing underclassmen to attend, more tickets will un-
doubtedly be sold. Since the demand for tickets will 
increase and student council’s fundraising goal will 
remain constant, tickets could potentially be sold for 
a lower price, benefitting everyone

In opposition to asking why underclassmen should 
come to Homecoming, ask why shouldn’t they? Un-
derclassmen attending Homecoming does not pro-
hibit any upperclassmen from going, nor does it ruin 
the experience. Just because underclassmen coming 
to Homecoming doesn’t directly benefit upperclass-

men does not mean it’s not the best option for 
the school, student council, and underclassmen. 
Upperclassmen will soon be the underclassmen 
in college. Once in that position, they would 
want to be included too. In the end, it does not 
come down to what the upperclassmen want, 
nor to what the underclassmen want. It simply 
becomes what is best for the school. All things 
considered the school did ultimately allow un-
derclassmen to attend because thats what bene-
fits the most people. Therefore, underclassmen 
should be encouraged to attend Homecoming. 

In conclusion, underclassmen attending 
Homecoming should be welcomed due to the 
contribution they have and will continue to 
make to the school. Plus, it is the financially vi-
able option for the school, and it does not di-
rectly harm anyone. Therefore, Homecoming 
should be open to all members of McDowell. 

by Sophia DiPlacido

V S.
H o c o . . .   o r  N o  G o ?

Opinion



1 1 - 1 2
UPPERCLASSMEN 

V S.
H o c o . . .   o r  N o  G o ?

The time for Homecoming has arrived. Be-
tween picking your group or date, your outfit, 
flowers, the restaurant to go to, should you think 
about your attendance? Surrounding this Home-
coming weekend lies the controversial topic 
of whether or not underclassmen should go to 
Homecoming. My say is no, they shouldn’t. Up-
perclassmen have been at this school for a while, 
the sophomores and freshmen are still relatively 
new to the school. 

The point of Homecoming is for the graduates 
of McDowell to come back to see the game or 
come back to their beloved alma mater. While 
there may be few who do come back to showcase 
their school spirit, Homecoming weekend ends 
up being a mess of finishing last-minute dance 
preparations and hanging out with friends while 
dancing for only a couple of hours. 

Sophs and Freshies have only been allowed to 
go to Homecoming since the fall of 2015. While 
they are allowed to go, the dance contains a dif-
ferent vibe and atmosphere when there are un-
derclassmen. 

While two or three years doesn’t seem like 
much of an age difference, the truth of the mat-
ter is that underclassmen are just not as mature 
as most of the upperclassmen. 

Moreover, if  Homecoming is for everyone, 

why is there still a semi-formal dance just for un-
derclassmen? The reason for the Winter Semi-for-
mal dance is for underclassmen to be able to expe-
rience a high school dance with a lower intensity 
than the other dances. Semi is an introduction to 
high school dances, and they should first experi-
ence Semi before Homecoming. 

Having underclassmen at Homecoming makes 
more drama and somewhat degrades what Home-
coming used to be for upperclassmen, a right of 
passage. It’s as if it was a dress rehearsal for prom. 
You learn how the rodeo goes down, whom you 
prefer to go with, and the ability to test run your 
PEDM (Possibly Embarrassing Dance Moves). 

So with a whoosh of a short tulle dress, I end this 
Homecoming argument with though underclass-
men can go, it doesn’t mean they should.

by Marisa Thomas

Opinion



Homecoming is the first big event of the school 
year. Some people don’t care about it at all; they feel 
that they could do something they consider much 
more fun for much less money. However, some indi-
viduals put a lot of pressure on themselves to make it a 
special event. The pressure begins with just one 
question: “Will you go to Homecoming with me?” 

You need to remember the person who is being 
asked, whether they’re a friend, someone you like, or 
a significant other. You need to make them happy in 
this situation, or you won't be happy yourself. This 
could be the hardest part. In this situation, it’s going to 
be helpful to take everyone else out the picture. Take 
into consideration what the person you’re thinking of 
likes—are they into the big, flashy stuff? If not, avoid 
it. If you don’t know, ask someone close to them.

There’s also a lot of other scenarios to keep in mind. 
For example, a girl CAN ask somebody to the dance. It 
doesn't need to be dance-specific for girls to ask boys, 
and it's time we recognize that. Girls, take the initia-
tive and ask whomever you want to Homecoming. 
You don't have to wait around for them to ask you; 
take control of the situation. It may be perceived as 
chivalrous or traditional for the guy to ask the girl, but 
it is the 21st century. 

Another situation you might find yourself in is go-
ing with a friend and having to ask them. This brings 
up a lot of different questions, but it depends on what 
kind of message you're trying to give off. If you're 
trying to tell them that you're interested in them, I'd 
say to go bigger but not in a public space. It would be 
much more comfortable for you in the long run. 

If you're trying to go just as friends make that clear 
as well. This can be more casual if that's how the two 
of you are, but you still have every right to add the 
“extras.” If a sign and giant flowers is how you two roll, 
do that. It doesn't have to be any different than asking 
a significant other if the intentions are clear on both 
ends. 

You could simply be too nervous to ask anybody, 

and that’s okay too. Ask a bunch of friends to go with 
you; that way, it’s like asking without the nervousness. 
The stakes are lower, it could get you out of going 
alone, and you never know. By the end of the night 
you may be hand-in-hand. 

Just let go of all the worry and stress you feel about 
the Homecoming proposals. It's just a school dance—
not the rest of your life. Have fun with whomever you 
choose. 

BIGBIG
The

       Ask Doesn’t Have
    to Be a Deal

by Samantha Mannion

Senior ReAnna Taylor asked  Senior Matt DeHart to 
homecoming in a public display at the football game 
against Fort Leboeuf on Gus Anderson Field on Sept. 22. 
She had some help from the varsity cheer squad and he 
accepted the invitation with a hug.  

(Isabelle Southard/Th
e Trojan Voice)

Opinion



For many students, a lot of work goes into prepar-
ing for the perfect Homecoming weeks in advance. 
McDowell students have already begun to plan for this 
year’s decades-themed Homecoming on Oct. 7. 

Preparing for the dance early is a good option; it is 
never fun to be in a hurry the week of the dance. 

“I typically start planning about two to three weeks 
ahead,” said Jordan Urso, junior at McDowell High 
School, “I never like feeling rushed, so planning ahead 
always helps.”

The process of preparing for the dance usually be-
gins with asking a person to the dance, whether it’s as 
friends or because you are in a relationship, and then 
comes buying a dress and/or suit.

When it comes to buying the perfect dress or the 
perfect suit, girls and guys both go through this pro-
cess. 

“Normally, I try on multiple kinds of dresses to see 
which kind I want to look for,” Urso said. 

When it comes to the suit, such as the shirt color 
and tie, taking what your date is wearing into consid-
eration is a good idea. 

“I text the girl to make sure my suit matches the 
dress,” said Dennis Hakanen, junior at McDowell 
High School.

The preparation process might be a little longer 
for some girls because the list is longer: makeup, hair, 
nails, dresses. “I even know some girls who got their 
Homecoming dresses in July,” said Ryan Sesler, junior 
at McDowell High School. “They plan everything out, 
so it’s the perfect homecoming night.” 

Girls admit to taking longer to get ready. “I would 
say girls take longer because they have to get their hair 
ready, do their makeup, do their nails—if they are not 
already done—and pick out shoes and jewelry,” said 
Lexi Tavana, junior at McDowell High School. “Not 
that the guys don’t have to do anything, but girls seem 
to want more done.” 

The day of is usually the busiest. Urso said, “I get 
my hair done, usually after lunch time, then the make-

up. I try not to start getting ready too early. Tim-
ing is important so that you’re comfortable instead 
of rushed or just waiting around after you are fully 
ready,” Urso said.

Guys also have a check list to get ready weeks be-
fore the big dance. “I order the corsage, get the tick-
ets, plan dinner and transportation,” Sesler said. 

A guy’s process is somewhat different, but they 
still take time to look their best. “I get dressed, ask 
my date if they are ready, and head off. I make sure 
I smell good, too,” said Hakanen. “I shower, fix my 
hair, change into nice clothes and take pictures,” Ses-
ler said. 

All of the weeks of preparation contribute to hav-
ing a perfect homecoming night. Now, all you have 
to do is trust the process of having fun. 

The Process of Looking Good 
to Feel Good

by Kensley Semple

The homecoming process for girls sometimes begins 
with buy the perfect dress.
 

(Kensley Sem
ple/Th

e Trojan Voice)



enjoy Homecoming 
through the decades!

The Trojan Voice Staff

Waltz
Whip and Nae Nae,

From the

to the


