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On the Cover:
McDowell Air Force JROTC Varsity Unarmed Exhibition 
Drill Team participated in the national level competiton 
blindfolded. For more information, see page 12.  

Cover Photography:
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Happy spring, McDowell!
It’s hard to believe it is already fourth quarter which means the 

spring sports, prom and graduation seasons are upon us. 
If you’re an avid reader of The Trojan Voice, you may have noti-

ced the addition of sections: news, sports, features, opinions, re-
views and advice. In a class critique, some of our Advanced Jour-
nalism students suggested dividing the magazine into sections 
which you will find indicated on the bottom corner of most pages.   

Make sure to take a look at the spring sports schedule on page 
6, gathered by our sports writer Connor Glunt so you don’t miss 
a single chance to cheer on the Trojan teams. Connor is not just a 
sports writer, evident in his story about the final season of “Game 
of Thrones” on pages 16 and 17.

Our feature section is always quite popular, covering a wide va-
riety of topics ranging from a local teen pregnancy support group 
to JROTC’s competitive drill team. As Mrs. Weiss would say, our 
magazine has “thud factor,” due to our heavy features content 
enjoyed by the staff and students. 

The highly anticipated advice from the Evil Queen and Prince 
Charming is back again this month on pages 22 and 23. The Se-
ven Dwarfs were recruited by our staff to gather advice for those 
in need, and we hope that you find the answers helpful as well as 
humorous. 

Sammy and I have two more issues with The Trojan Voice until 
we graduate and I’m so excited for where our magazine will cover 
in our final stretch. 

Good luck in the final quarter! 

The Trojan Voice | Contents



4

Passion for Service Clear, 
Teacher Runs for County Council

by Ashley Meyner

Since Kimberly Clear joined the staff of McDowell High School 
last year she has jumped right into leading student programs and 
clubs like the PAR initiatives, the Gay-Straight Alliance club, and 
the Young Dems club. She has organized voting registration cam-
paigns and has started feeling drawn to political involvement out-
side of her day-to-day job, as well. 

She recently decided to take her involvement one step further 
when the 2014 Golden Apple Award winning teacher announced 
she is running for the District 1 seat on the Erie County Council. 
The Erie County Council is a collective of seven representatives 
from different parts of Erie county who work together to make de-
cisions about human services such as homeless shelters, libraries 
and other public resources. 

 “I have always tried to help services in my community. I have 
a need to serve and be a public servant and that’s exactly what this 
is,” Clear said.   

The McDowell student body and local community has shown 
an outpouring of support for Clear’s decision to take the leap into 
local politics. “It’s great!” says MollyAnne Lloyd, a McDowell 
senior. “ She’s making our school proud!”

Clear said she has had students who she had 15 years ago in 
support of her campaign. “It’s so inspiring to me because they be-
lieve in me and they think that I can make a difference. Honestly, I 
just don’t want to let them down.” 

Clear created the semi annual 
Voter Registration Day at Mc-
Dowell, a day that gives 18-year-
old students the opportunity to 
register to vote. This semester, 
the Voter Registration Day will 
run for the entire week of April 8. 

“When I decided to coordi-
nate the Voter Registration Day, I 
wanted to bring awareness to vot-
ing and the great things we can do 
with a vote,” Clear said. 

Part of her desire to help reg-
ister McDowell students to vote 
stems from her belief that local 
elections are important. 

“Local elections will impact 
the lives of people more than a 
national election,” she says. “We 
have so much power in our local 
government to change the lives of 
people right here.”  

The primary elections for Erie 
County Council will take place 
on May 21. In primary elections, 

you can only vote for the party you are registered for and that is 
limited to Democratic or Republican. Those registered Indepen-
dent or another party affiliation are not able to vote in a primary 
election in Pennsylvania. 

In order to appear on the ballot on Nov. 5, 2020 Clear will have 
to win the primary election against democrats Terry Scutella and 
Veronica Rexford for the District 1 seat. If she wins, she will face 
either Charles Font or Robert Yates on the Republican ticket.

“(I) encourage everyone to realize the power that they have in 
their vote. Their vote can change the trajectory of their lives in 
ways that they may not even understand right now,” Clear said. 
“People earned this right to vote and we owe it to them and we 
owe it to ourselves to take advantage of the right that we’ve been 
given.” 

April 22 is the last day to register or make any changes to your 
registration for the upcoming primary election on May 21. Mc-
Dowell will offer voter registration for those who are 18 or older 
during all lunches the week of April 8.

“I have a need to serve and be a 
public servant and that’s exactly 

what this is.”  
— Kimberly Clear

Kimberly Clear is running for the District 1 seat which covers the west side of Millcreek 
Township. She will face Terry Scutella and Veronica Rexford in the Democratic primary 
election on May 21. 
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CPA Works ‘9 to 5’ for
Upcoming Show

by Emma McNeeley

The McDowell Center for Performing Arts (CPA) is 
working on “a way to make a livin’” in its spring pro-
duction of  “9 to 5: The Musical.” The show is based on 
a film (1980) and later was performed on Broadway in 
2008. The soundtrack was written by Dolly Parton, who 
starred in the film.  

The story is set in 1979, and focuses on  three women, 
Judy, Violet and Doralee, who are secretaries at a compa-
ny where their boss Frank Hart, is rude and egotistical. 
There is then a mix up where Violet thinks she has killed 
their boss by putting rat poison in his coffee. He is actual-
ly fine, but then finds out about the scare and prepares to 
report and fire the women, so they kidnap him and keep 
him hidden until he lets things go. They slowly run the 
company and make changes for the better. 

Cameron McCormick, a junior who plays the boss, 
Frank Hart, said audiences should recognized that, “The 
bad guy is just a regular boss. It’s not like some big evil 
wizard. It’s a normal guy.” 

 McDowell junior Peyton Thiem plays Violet and ex-
plains her character as a woman who  “has worked mainly 
in a male-dominated place and her drive is getting pro-
moted and recognized as a woman in the workplace. I feel 
like throughout most of the show she is very closed off as 
a person,”  Thiem said.  “In the end, she shows it’s okay to 
open up, and I think that’s a big point for her.”

Violet is not the only character to grow stronger 
throughout this show. Judy, who is played by sophomore 
Abby Devine, is new in the workplace after she and her 
husband have broken up. Devine explained that near the 
end of the show she sings the song “Get Out and Stay 
Out”, and she shows that Judy has “moved on from him 
and she’s a stronger woman and is doing things that he 
never imagined her to do.”

Doralee, played by senior Fiona Maclay is seen as the 
pretty country girl. However, Maclay explained that she is 
a character who shows that “everyone is not always what 
they seem.” Doralee is smart and sweet but gets a bad 
reputation due to her looks. She soon finds her strength by 
befriending Violet and Judy.

The show’s story and characters are only part of the 

enjoyment. Brent Johnson, the director of “9 to 5”, ex-
plained what to look forward to in the show. 

“First and foremost the music was all written by Dolly 
Parton, which many people might not know since she is 
mostly known for country music,” he said. 

Johnson further explained that “the score for the show 
is very well written” and that the audience should look 
forward to what they will be hearing. It is filled with fun 
pieces and the songs have a high energy that will be per-
formed live by the McDowell orchestra, directed by Jerry 
Anderson.

Along with the music, there are many big dance scenes 
to expect. “Nine to Five” is a huge dance number to see 
right at the beginning and there is also a tap number in the 
show that the audience will enjoy. 

The cast, orchestra and crew may not be working eight 
hours a day on the production, but after the 20 hours a 
week of rehearsal this show hopes to pack the house each 
performance. McCormick was able to provide one last de-
tail he hopes will bring in the audience for this show. “I 
fly,” he said.

The show will be performed April 11, 12 and 13 at 7 
p.m. and April 14 at 2 p.m. Tickets can be purchased by 
calling (814) 836-6925, or can be purchased at the door. 
Tickets cost $5 for students, $7 for seniors and $10 for 
adults. 

The Trojan Voice | News
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McDowell Matchups 
for Spring 2019

by Connor Glunt
With the weather getting warmer and the end of the year in sight, McDowell teams prepare to 
take on new foes and old rivals. Teams began preparation for their seasons at the beginning of 
March, and play most of their games between early April and mid-May. Whether you want to go 
downtown to watch a baseball game or return to Gus Anderson Field to catch a lacrosse match, 
there are plenty of home and local game opportunities to cheer on student athletes. 

Key:

Varsity Baseball
@ Fort LeBoeuf 

4:00 p.m.

Boys Varsity Lacrosse
vs Butler 

@ Gus Anderson Field 
7:00 p.m.

Girls Varsity Lacrosse
vs Villa Maria 

@ Prep Villa Events 
Center 7:00 p.m.

April 8
Varsity Softball
vs Harbor Creek 

@ McDowell 
4:00 p.m.

Boys Varsity Tennis
vs Cathedral Prep

@ McDowell  
4:00 p.m. 

April 10

Boys Varsity Lacrosse
vs Meadville 

@ Gus Anderson Field 
7:00 p.m.

April 11
Varsity Softball

vs Villa Maria 
@ McDowell 

4:00 p.m.

Girls Varsity Lacrosse
vs Conneaut 

@ Gus Anderson Field 
5:30 p.m.

Boys Varsity 
Volleyball 

vs Maplewood 
@ McDowell North 

Gym 7:15 p.m.

April 12
Boys Varsity 

Volleyball
vs Butler 

@ McDowell North Gym 
7:15 p.m. 

April 13

Girls Varsity Lacrosse
vs Lake Catholic 

@ Gus Anderson Field 
11:30 a.m.

April 15

Unified Track
McDowell vs General Mc-
Lane, Fort LeBoeuf, Erie 

@ McDowell 
4:00 p.m.

Boys Varsity Lacrosse
vs Cathedral Prep 

@ Prep Villa Events 
Center 

7:30 p.m. 

Boys Varsity Tennis
vs Meadville 
@ McDowell 

4:00 p.m.

April 16

Varsity Baseball
vs Meadville 

@ UPMC Park 
7:00 p.m.

Boys Varsity 
Volleyball

@ Fort LeBoeuf 
7:15 p.m.

April 17

Boys Varsity Lacrosse
vs University 

@ Gus Anderson Field 
7:00 p.m.

Boys Varsity Tennis
vs Canisius 
@McDowell 
4:00 p.m.

April 18

Varsity Baseball

Varsity Softball

Boys Varsity Lacrosse

Girls Varsity Lacrosse

Co-Ed Track and Field

Unified Track

Boys Varsity Tennis

Boys Varsity Volleyball

April 9

Key Matchups

The Trojan Voice | Sports

Co-Ed Track and Field
vs General McLane

@ McDowell 
9:30 a.m.

Boys Varsity Tennis
@ Erie

4:00 p.m.

Co-Ed Track and Field
@ Harborcreek

TBA
Co-Ed Track and Field

vs Meadville
@ McDowell

4:00 p.m.
Boys Varsity Tennis

@ Fairview  
4:00 p.m.
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Varsity Baseball
vs Erie 

@ UPMC Park 
7:00 p.m.

Boys Varsity Lacrosse
vs Fairview 

@ Gus Anderson Field 
6:00 p.m.

Varsity Baseball
vs Corry 

@ UPMC Park 
7:00 p.m.

Girls Varsity Lacrosse
vs Nichols 

@ Gus Anderson Field 
5:30 p.m.

Boys Varsity Tennis
@ Cathedral Prep 

4:00 p.m.

April 20
Varsity Baseball

vs Warren 
@ Ainsworth Field 

1:00 p.m.

April 24

April 25
Varsity Softball

vs Meadville 
@ McDowell 

4:00 p.m.

Girls Varsity Lacrosse
@ Fairview 
6:00 p.m.

April 26

April 27

Boys Varsity Lacrosse
vs Bethel Park 

@ Gus Anderson Field 
1:00 p.m.

Girls Varsity Lacrosse
vs Seton-La Salle 

@ Fairview 
11:30 a.m.

Co-Ed Track and Field
McDowell Invitational 

9:30 a.m.

Boys Varsity Tennis
vs Kenston 
@McDowell

11:00

April 29

Varsity Baseball
vs Cathedral Prep 

@ UPMC Park 
7:00 p.m.

Boys Varsity Tennis
vs Erie 

@McDowell
4:00 p.m.

April 30
Varsity Softball

vs Erie 
@ Harding Elementary 

Softball Field 
4:00 p.m.

Boys Varsity Tennis
vs Grove City
@McDowell 
4:00 p.m.

May 1

Varsity Baseball
@ Meadville 

4:00 p.m.

Boys Varsity Tennis
vs Fairview 
@McDowell
4:00 p.m.

May 6
Varsity Baseball

vs Erie 
@ Ainsworth Field 

4:00 p.m.

May 7

Co-Ed Track and Field
Prep/Villa 

(Time TBD)

Boys Varsity 
Volleyball

vs Rocky Grove 
@ McDowell North Gym 

7:15 p.m.

May 9

Varsity Baseball
vs Cathedral Prep 

@ UPMC Park 
7:00 p.m.

Varsity Softball
vs Erie @ McDowell 

4:00 p.m.

Boys Varsity 
Volleyball

vs Cambridge Springs 
@ McDowell North Gym 

7:15 p.m.

May 10

Varsity Baseball
vs Harbor Creek 
@ UPMC Park 

7:00 p.m.

Boys Varsity Lacrosse
vs Cathedral Prep 

@ Gus Anderson Field 
7:00 p.m. 

(Stick it to Cancer Charity event)

May 11

Varsity Softball
vs Shaler 

@ McDowell 
12:00 p.m.

Boys Varsity Lacrosse
vs East Aurora 

@ Gus Anderson Field 
11:00 a.m.

The Trojan Voice | Sports

Girls Varsity Lacrosse
vs Villa Maria

@ Gus Anderson Field 
7:00 p.m. 

(Stick it to Cancer Charity event)

Co-Ed Track and Field
@ Erie
TBA

Varsity Baseball
@ General McLane

4:00 p.m.

Co-Ed Track and Field
vs Conneaut 

4:00 p.m.

Unified Track
Erie, Fairview, McDowell, 

Northwestern
@ Fairview 
4:00 p.m.

May 8
Unified Track

Corry, General McLane, 
Girard, McDowell 

@ Girard
4:00 p.m.
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Who’s Who:  2020 Presidential    Candidates*

Cory Booker

Pete ButtigiegJulian Castro

John 
Delaney

Tulsi G
abbard

Kirst
en Gillib

rand

Kamala Harris

Declared: Jan. 23 
Mayor - South Bend, Ind.

He stresses his generational iden-
tity as a millennial, and he 

has called for policies 
on issues like climate 

change and economic 
opportunity.

Declared: Jan. 12 
Former Secretary of 
Housing and 
Urban Development
He emphasizes a platform of 
universal pre-kindergarten, 
“Medicare for all” and 
immigration reform.

Declared: July 20, 2017 
U.S. Representative - Maryland

He pitches himself as a bipar-
tisan problem-solver, but has 
also endorsed liberal causes 

like universal health care.
Declared: Jan. 15 
U.S. Senator - New York 
She has long placed women’s 
equality and opportunity 
at the center of her 
policy agenda.

Declared: Jan. 21 
U.S. Senator - California
She unveiled middle-class tax cut 
legislation last fall, and has 
championed a liberal civil 
rights agenda in the Senate.

Declared: Jan. 11
U.S. Representative - 

 Hawaii
She has a strong opposi-
tion to American military 

intervention overseas, includ-
ing in countries like Syria.

Potential 2020 presidential candidates are busting out of the woodwork ready to take on the current U.S. leader, Presi-
dent Donald Trump, but first each other. Some have been campaigning as early as last election season and as of now there 
are a whopping 17 candidates throwing their hats in the ring. This is the most diverse group of candidates ever in history, 
making many new firsts in the political world. From the first openly gay veteran, Pete Buttigieg, to republican William F.  
Weld, who is looking to legalize medical marijuana nationwide, as well as, Marianne Williamson, a self help author, looking 
to distribute $10 billion to economic and educational projects. Needless to say registered voters will have many to choose 
from when the primary elections begin on Feb. 3, 2020. 

Declared: Feb. 1 
U.S. Senator - New Jersey
He has been one of the leaders 
in the Senate on criminal justice 
reform, but his appeal centers 
on his call to unify America.

*As of March 28
For more information on these candidates, visit 

http://time.com/5460620/2020-presidential-candidates/

The Trojan Voice | Feature
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Who’s Who:  2020 Presidential    Candidates*
John Hickenlooper 

Jay Inslee

Amy
Klobuchar

Bernie Sanders
Elizabeth W

arre
n

Marianne 
Williamson

Andrew Yang

Donald J. T
rump

William
F. Weld

Declared: March 4 
Former Governor - Colorado
 He has stressed his record of con-

sensus building around issues 
like expanding Medicaid, gay 

rights and gun control.
Declared: March 1
Governor - Washington
He has made climate a center-
piece of his agenda and 
campaigned widely in the 
midterm elections on a 
message of creating 
renewable energy jobs.

Declared: Feb. 10
U.S. Senator - 
Minnesota
She has champoned 
legislation to combat the
opioid crisis and 
drug addiction, and 
to address the cost 
of prescription drugs.

Declared: Feb. 19
U.S. Senator - Vermont

 He ran in 2016 as an indepen-
dant. He continues to believe 
and stress “Medicare for all,”  

free college tuition and 
curtailing the influence 

of,  “the billionaires.”

Declared: Feb. 9 
U.S. Senator - 
Massachusetts
She plans to address  income 
inequality and what she sees 
as a middle class under attack 
from big corporations and 
political corruption.

Declared: Jan. 28 
Self Help Author

She has proposed $100 billion in 
reparations for slavery, 
with $10 billion to be 

distributed annually over 
a decade for economic 

and educational projects.

Declared: Jan. 20, 2017
Incumbent Candidate
He is focusing on restricting 
immigration and stresses 
building a wall at the 
Mexican border; 
renegotiating 
international deals on trade, 
arms control and climate 
change; withdrawing U.S. 
troops from overseas.

Declared: Feb. 14 
Former Governor -
Massachusetts
He favors fiscal restraint, free 
trade and moderate 
immigration reform. He has endorsed 
steps to legalize marijuana.

Declared: Nov. 6, 2017 
Former Tech Executive 
He is planning to establish a 

universal basic income of 
$1,000 per month for all 

Americans.

Declared: March 14
Former U.S. Representa-

tive - Texas
He has built a list 

of supporters and 
small-dollar donors that 

could put him near the front 
of the Democratic pack in a 

presidential campaign, despite 
his inexperience.

Beto O’Rourke

Democrat

Republican

The Trojan Voice | Feature
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What is a bullet 
journal ?

Why get a bullet 
journal ?

Where to get 
ideas ?

Sketch Your  Life Together:
Bullet Journaling

A bullet journal is a journal with multiple 
purposes. You can use it as a planner, dia-
ry, sketchbook or all of the above. It is a 
journal that could give someone the creative 
outlet they’ve been looking for. The creator 
of the bullet journal is Ryder Carroll, author 
of “The Bullet Journal Method: Track the 
Past, Order the Present, Design the Future.” 
He initially meant for it to be somewhere to 
keep your thoughts organized, but of course 
the internet has taken it and made it some-
thing much more.

There are many reasons to invest in a bullet jour-
nal. If someone has a need to design or organize 
their life, then a bullet journal would be perfect. 
It has also helped those suffering from stress or 
anxiety, similar to the adult coloring book trend.

You can get ideas on basically any social media platform. Personally, 
I like to go to Youtube, Pinterest or Instagram. You can really see 
what other people are creating and imitate it while still adding your 
own personality to it. It’s fun to choose a new theme each month.
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Page ideas:

Bullet journal 
essentials:

Optional:

Journal
Pens

Pencil

Stickers
Washi Tape

Monthly   Logs
A spread of the month to see everything at 
a glance: memories, improtant projects, etc.

Weekly   Logs
Multiple spreads breaking down the weeks 
to get more in depth with what is going on in 
your life.

Mood Tracker
Tracking your mood throughout the month to 
see at a glance your ups and downs. 

Habit Tracker
Tracking your habits throughout the month can 
be helpful if you’re trying to make a change. 

Expense Tracker
Tracking your expenses throughout the month.

Brain Dump
Somewhere to put all of your thoughts down on 
paper and get organized.

Monthly Playlists
Having a playlist for the month of the songs or 
albums you currently enjoy or want to add.

Eraser
Markers
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Unarmed Drill Team 
Marches Blindly into Nationals 

Imagine watching an intricate game of “Simon Says”. The par-
ticipants must listen, follow orders, complete precise maneuvers 
and ignore all distractions. But in this more high stake variation 
of the popular childhood game, “Simon” gives commands in se-
quences of coded stomps. Oh, and just to add another level of com-
plexity, everyone is blindfolded, yet they are moving in perfect 
synchronization, predicting their leader’s commands and each oth-
er’s movements. 

This is the challenge the all-female McDowell Air Force 
JROTC (Air Force Junior Reserve Officers’ Training Corps) Var-
sity Unarmed Exhibition Drill Team chose to tackle this year in 
local and national competitions. While following the commands of 
their team leader is usually difficult enough, in December, the team 
decided to intensify their routine by becoming the first high school 
drill team in the nation to compete and win blindfolded. These 16 
cadets received first place finishes at Tecumseh, Pine Richland and 
McDowell High School drill competitions. 

Unarmed Exhibition differs from traditional armed and unarmed 
routines in that there are less rules and more creative freedoms for 

teams to design their own steps and add unusual components. 
McDowell’s JROTC program places great importance on its 

drill program. According to Chief Master Sgt. David Holmes, an 
JROTC adviser, drill is essential to the JROTC program because 
it, “teaches self confidence, discipline and develops teamwork.” A 
total of 38 students participate in drill teams at McDowell.

When the idea of a blindfolded routine was introduced to the 
cadets, senior member Elizabeth Gilchrist, was “pumped” to en-
hance their performance. Although not being able to see can be 
nerve-wracking, Gilchrist believes it helps her to focus more by 
blocking out the audience. “All I can do is trust the rhythm and the 
sounds I hear as I march,” she says. 

A blindfolded routine adds a variety of challenges that sighted 
opponents do not consider. Without being able to see, these ladies 
must listen carefully to hear the stomps from their commander, 
visualize in their head where their fellow cadets are and trust that 
they will be there. 

Additionally, counting the correct steps becomes an individual 
responsibility. One miscount and the whole line is no longer linear. 

The Trojan Voice | Feature
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Unarmed Drill Team 
Marches Blindly into Nationals 

The chances of recovery after such a mistake are slim. 
When Commander Molly Lloyd, a senior drill member who has 

been leading drill teams since her sophomore year, says, “Ladies, 
masks on,” the cadets put on their blindfolds, shutting out the gym 
and the crowd, to focus fully on their routine. 

It was Lloyd’s goal to carry out a blindfolded routine before 
she graduated. Proud of the hard work of her teammates she says, 
“I’m not here to be bossy. I’m here to be a leader and make them 
better cadets.” 

On March 23, six McDowell Drill Teams attended the Nation-
al Drill Competition in Dayton, Ohio. A change from their usual 
high school gym venue, the Nutter Center at Wright State Univer-
sity seats 10,400 people. They were judged on a variety of factors, 
including appearance, showmanship, bearing, difficulty and mili-
tary flavor. At this event, McDowell’s Unarmed Exhibition ranked 
sixth in the nation. 

Along with Unarmed Exhibition, other teams that include the 
Armed IDR (Infantry Drill Regulation), Armed Inspection, Un-
armed IDR and Unarmed Color Guard also competed. 

Unarmed Inspection placed second and Unarmed Color Guard 
placed fourth. Overall, the McDowell Unarmed Drill Teams placed 
third in the nation. 

Maj. John Nygaard, another McDowell JROTC adviser, con-
gratulates his cadets on a diligent nationals performance, say-
ing,“The pressure was unlike anything they have ever faced, yet 
they went out and dared to be different.”

The difficulty of team’s performance was even mentioned on 
the U.S. Air Force JROTC Open Drill Championships Facebook 
page with a photo of the ladies marching, commenting, “Oh, you 
do Unarmed Exhibition and you have your eyes wide open? Yup, 
we used to do that! Rock it ladies!”

by Atalie Soule

Air Force JROTC’s all-fe-
male Varsity Unarmed Exhi-
bition Drill Team practices in 
the McDowell Intermediate 
gym in preparation for the 
National Drill Competition 
in Dayton, Ohio, on March 
23. The team challenged itself 
by competing with blindfolds, 
becoming the first high school 
drill team in the nation to at-
tempt it.  

The Trojan Voice | Feature
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Kathleen Stark got pregnant the summer before her senior 
year. While her friends were buying their prom dresses Stark was 
spending her money on bottles and onesies. Stark had a classmate 
who was also pregnant, but when her friend left school on materni-
ty leave, Stark didn’t have any peer support. She was worried that 
she had disappointed her parents and her teachers. Her insecurities 
caused her to fear going to school, but her parents pushed her to 
keep going. She felt like becoming a teen parent was going to 
make the world that much harder.

Stark is now 35 years old and has two boys, ages 16 and 10. She 
has earned her associate and bachelor degrees in social work and 
currently works for the ELECT (Education Leading to Employ-
ment and Career Training) program, for expecting or parenting 
students under the age of 22. 

This program provides assistance to pregnant or parenting teens 
who are enrolled in an approved high school or GED program in 
Northwest Pennsylvania. 

It was this support system that Stark benefitted from when she 
was in high school, and she says it made all the difference during 
that difficult time in her life. 

“It was a slightly different program, but we learned from one 
another and talked about how it impacted our lives,” she said. “I 
am proof that it works and I am paying it forward.”

The program, organized by the Northwest Tri-County Inter-
mediate Unit 5 (IU5), provides “focus, and supportive services to 
pregnant and expecting parenting students. It assists (students) to 
stay in school, have a healthy family and pregnancy and graduate 
high school with a plan,” Stark said.

According to the U.S. Department of Health & Human Ser-
vices, the teen birth rate has declined over the last 25 years and is 
at the lowest level ever recorded. The site attributes this decline to 
“an increased percentage of adolescents who are waiting to have 
sexual intercourse and the increased use of effective contracep-
tives by teens.”

And while the National Center for Health Statistics says that 
about 77 percent of teen pregnancies are unplanned, a study con-
ducted by the Guttmacher Institute found the rate of abortions 
among adolescents is now the lowest since abortion was legalized 
in 1973.

For students at McDowell who find themselves pregnant and 
choose to carry out their pregnancies and raise their children, the 
ELECT program is designed to give them support through the 
pregnancy and afterwards. 

Taylor Deutsch, a graduate of the ELECT program, has a 
3-year-old daughter and says that the ELECT program gave her 
the support she needed “It helped (me) get connected with other 
teen parents and helped (me) to see that (I) wasn’t the only one 
who was going through the situation.”

E L EcT  Program Raises Up
By Jenna Tupitza

Dante Estrada beside his father, Miguel Estrada.

Ryan Ray and Nathan Ray with their mother, Kathleen Stark.

Daemont Dougan, Jr. with his parents, Daemont Dougan and Paige Austin.

Young Parents
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Deutsch said that she felt really alone when she was preg-
nant in high school. She said she would encourage others to talk 
to people about their feelings because she didn’t tell anyone she 
was pregnant until she was six months along.

“I knew a lot of people talked behind my back constantly. I 
even got told that I should not be in school and that I should just 
drop out because I was going to be a mother,” Deutsch said.  “I 
didn’t let it fade my goals though.”

The ELECT program helps students focus on having a 
healthy family and pregnancy, and move them toward graduat-
ing  from high school with a plan. During the classes, there are 
discussions on various topics ranging from how to keep babies 
safe, parenting styles and post-graduation plans. 

Stark said the students are required to have regular atten-
dance, cooperative participation in the ELECT Program, meet 
with their case managers on a regular basis, have scheduled 
quarterly home visits, and participate in education programs 
and presentations.  

As well as showing these students that they can still accom-
plish their future goals, the group creates a connection among 
young parents in the same school or city. Many students in the 
ELECT program become close enough to go to one another’s 

baby showers, visit one another in the hospital, hand down baby 
supplies that are no longer in use, and even go to one another’s 
kids’ birthday parties. The ELECT program not only lets par-
ents make friends, but also helps to create a second family for 
students to talk to, help and hang out with.

Paige Austin, a junior with a one month old son named Dae-
mont, also liked the camaraderie of the program. It “helped 
(me) communicate with other mothers and helped (me to know) 
what to expect when (my) baby came.”

Students at McDowell can attend meetings two times a 
month from 12:45 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. in the high school main 
office. 

There is no participation fee for the program because com-
petitive grant funds cover the cost. Attending the class gives 
individuals incentive points. 

“(These points) help a lot with giving us diapers and any-
thing we need,” says Miranda Mello, a sophomore at McDow-
ell who has a 6-month-old son name Dante. These points can be 
redeemed at the end of the month for items including diapers, 
wipes, baby monitors, adult body wash, adult toothbrushes and 
toothpaste, baby clothes and much more. 

In order to join, students should talk to a guidance counselor 
about getting a parent permission form for the IU5 to release in-
formation, individual data, and social security numbers, which 

is required by the Department of Human Services. Male stu-
dents need to provide proof of paternity before being enrolled.

Stark believes in Hillary Clinton’s idea that “It takes a vil-
lage to raise a child,” and thinks that the  ELECT program 
creates this village feeling that students can find support during 
one of the most challenging things they have ever faced. 

Deutsch admits that before she had her child, she wasn’t on 
the best path in life and didn’t know what she wanted for her 
future. 

“Once I became a mother I grew up and it changed my life 
for the best. It showed me that there was more to life than 
childish things and that I needed to change my decisions for 
the best of me and my daughter,” Deutsch said.

Victoria Baez and her father, 

Anthony Baez.

Katerina Deutsch playing in flowers. 

“I’m proof that it 
works and I am paying 

it forward.”
~ Kathleen Stark, 
case manager with ELECT
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Winter is coming. Yes it is April, 
but winter is coming — in the 
“Game of Thrones” universe, that 
is. The highly anticipated eighth 
and final season of one of the most 
popular television shows of all time 
debuts April 14. 

For a year and a half, fans have 
been wondering which characters 
will survive the impending war with 
the White Walkers,  
or who will sit on 
the Iron Throne. 
Many have been 
coming up with oth-
er theories that may 
be crazy enough to 
come true. To pass 
the time, most have 
been rewatching the 
first seven seasons 
to prepare for the 
finale. As the series 
comes to a close, “Thrones” fans 
have reflected on why they watch 
the show, and what makes it the 
global phenomenon it has become.

“I watch ‘Game of Thrones’ be-
cause I find the story and characters 
very interesting, and the constant 
development in the show never los-
es my attention,” says senior Tony 
Sierra.

Sierra is one of many who hopped 
on the “Thrones” bandwagon late 
and binge-watched to catch up. He 
decided to begin watching the series 

after the high praise it has received 
from casual TV watchers and crit-
ics. 

“I had heard from many peo-
ple that the show was good, so I 
watched the first episode and got 
hooked,” Sierra says.

Part of what makes “Game of 
Thrones” so popular is how the cre-
ators have always kept their audi-

ence on their toes. 
The writers have 
sporaticaly killed 
off people, includ-
ing some of the 
more important 
characters. They 
know the perfect 
time and how to 
pull off a monu-
mental plot twist. 
A handful of fan 
favorites have had 

their spotlights end too soon for 
fans to accept, but that’s just anoth-
er part of what has made the show 
so successful. 

“‘Game of Thrones’ doesn’t care 
how important a character you are, 
nobody is safe and anyone can die 
at any point, and that constant un-
certainty keeps people engaged for 
long periods of time,” Sierra says. 
“They kill off your favorite charac-
ters and introduce new ones that are 
just as likely to die, while new sto-
rylines and crazy plot twists give it 

And Now the Watch 
Has Ended: 
Fans Prepare for th e Final Season of 
‘Game of  Thrones’ by Connor Glunt

“‘Game of Thrones’ 
doesn’t care how 

important a 
character you are, 

nobody is safe 
and anyone can die 

at any point...”
- Tony Sierra

Who will die?*

Bran
40%

Arya
37%

Jon Snow
23%

Sansa
17%

Cersei
90%

Jaime
63%

Tyrion
60%

Daenerys
47%
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*Statistics are based on a survey of 30 McDowell students and staff members

Who will sit on the
Iron Throne?*

a whole new direction.”
Though some fans are addicted to the show because 

of the suspense it creates, others watch because of how 
seamless a transition the story made from the page to 
screen.

“I watch ‘Game of Thrones’ because I truly loved the 
world George R. R. Martin created with the books and 
was so impressed that they were able to capture every-
thing that makes the books great in the show,” says se-
nior Nik Khodzhayan.

Khodzhayan read the books before getting into the TV 
series. While some movies and television series have 
failed in certain aspects transitioning from print to film, 
“Thrones” has thrived in large part because of its adap-
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Jon and 
Daenerys

27%
23%

20%

10%

7% 7%

3%

Nik Khodzhayan: “One of my favorite 
outlandish theories is the Bran is the Night 
King. I think Jaime will be interesting to 
watch because most everyone is expecting 
him to betray Cersei but I think he might 
shock people. I think Jon or [Daenerys] will 
sit on the Iron Throne, or both will rule to-
gether.”

SEASON 8 PREDICTIONS:
Tony Sierra: “Daenerys Targaryen will sit 
on the Iron Throne and if she doesn’t I will 
lose it and may never watch the show ever 
again. Anyone who thinks Samwell Tarly is 
sitting on the Iron Throne is wrong.”
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“The attention to detail is noticeable. It truly makes 

the world and characters so much more realistic and you 
can immerse yourself in a fictional world, that makes the 
show so much more enjoyable,” Khodzhayan says.

As April 14 slowly creeps closer, 77 episodes may 
seem like a daunting task in order to catch up. Sierra 
suggests that new watchers go back to the beginning to 
see everything start to unfold. 

“They should watch the first three episodes because 
you don’t want to spoil the show for them, and after five 
minutes of the first episode they should never want to 
stop watching,” Sierra says.

However, Khodzhayan thinks potential fans should 
pinpoint a specific group of episodes before the final 
season starts.

Her top list of episodes include: “Battle of the Bas-
tards” (season 6, episode 9) because it has “absolute-
ly amazing directing, the visuals were unlike anything 
I’ve ever seen on a show.” Khodzhayan also suggests to 
watch “And Now His Watch is Ended” (season 3, epi-
sode 4) because it is her favorite episode and  “Fire and 
Blood” (season 1, episode 10) because it’s “a gripping 
episode that really reveals how everyone is connected,” 
She says.
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‘Saving June’ Takes Reader 
on Journey of Self-Discovery

“Saving June” by Hannah Harrington is a young adult 
novel full of adventure, romance and self-discovery. 

Harper Scott’s big sister, June, is a seemingly perfect 
girl. Her mind is as bright as her future appears to be. 
However, when June takes her own life, Harper is left to 
cope with her grief, as well as her poor family life. When 
her divorced parents decide to divide June’s ashes between 
them, Harper just won’t stand for it. She takes off on a 
road trip across the country with her best friend, Laney, 
and her big sister’s ashes. They are also accompanied by 
a mysterious “bad boy” named Jake Tolan, who will tell 
Harper nothing about himself or his relationship to June. 
Together they must make it to California to spread June’s 
ashes and grant her the final rest she deserves.

The author’s imagery is notable, as the vivid scenic de-
scriptions provide an in-depth experience for the reader. 
She gives descriptions so detailed that  readers really feels 
as though they are in the story. These descriptions are very 
important, as a large aspect of the story involves Harper 
experiencing new places while she travels.

Harper’s character development throughout the story is 
flawless, as it depicts her internal conflict. The reader can 
see the fluctuation between anger, sadness, numbness and 
guilt. Harrington’s descriptions are a very accurate repre-
sentation of what it is like to experience grief.

Additionally, the protagonist’s growth makes her a 
character that young people can relate to. The journey that 
Harper goes on can serve as a metaphor of the journey 
of self-discovery she must complete. She is faced with 
sorting out feelings that she has never experienced before. 
Some feelings are romantic, while others are out of de-
spair. She can relate to every teenager who must figure out 
similar emotions in real life.

If you enjoy young adult romance or would just like an 
insightful story to help you escape from reality, then this 
is the book for you. Hannah Harrington takes the read-
er on an unforgettable and emotional journey. Although 
Harper goes down a journey of self-discovery, she doesn’t 
forget to bring the reader with her. “Saving June” is a sto-
ry that is food for the soul and leaves the reader with a 
changed view on life. 

by Mandy Berlin
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It’s another day in the most progressive era of hu-
man history, and my news feed is filled with news of 
another mass shooting. Countless people are dead, and 
the world is already picking its side of who’s right and 
who’s wrong. 

I feel like I live in medieval times, a period in which 
killings of innocent people were a common thing. This 
selfish, arrogant world has decided to argue about sides 
and give this act of hatred more attention, rather than 
giving it more prayers.

As a Muslim conser-
vative, I knew to not 
check my social me-
dia feed in the days 
following. My family is 
Muslim, and most of my 
friends are conservatives. 
It’s funny how I instantly knew 
that they would be posting 
about their political agendas, rather than showing more 
sympathy to the people who were affected.

It’s a terrorist attack, but this time it was against 
Muslims. “We don’t know how to feel,” said most con-
servatives. “Guns are dangerous and not all Muslims 
are terrorists,” said most liberals. This type of political 
theatre is disgusting. People are stepping on the vic-
tims’ graves to further their political agendas.

They are trying to blame others for the insanity of 
the shooter, a 28-year-old Australian man. President 
Donald Trump, Swedish YouTuber PewDiePie and oth-
ers were blamed for influencing the shooter, due to the 
various things he had said during the shooting. Those 
people fail to realize, that’s exactly what the shooter 
wanted.

In his manifesto, he describes himself as an ecofa-
cist. Ecofascism is a form of political ideology in which 
a fascist government would require individuals to sac-
rifice their own will to nature; in other words, follow-
ers are self-selected to carry out natural selection on 
people. For example, they might justify what Hitler did 
during World War II not as evil but for the sake of cre-

ating stronger human beings.
The Christchurch gunman hates conservatism and 

everything about it. To get back at conservatives, he 
used a fully-automatic weapon to conduct his horrible 
act, knowing a debate would spark as a result of the 
event. Conservatives fell right into his trap by instantly 
coming out and defending everyone’s rights to have a 
firearm, while forgetting that 50 people died and more 
were injured.

As the shooter men-
tioned in his manifesto, 
he wanted to divide our 
nation, causing a huge 
political debate and 

fanning the flames towards 
another civil war.
As a Muslim conservative, 

I don’t feel conflicted at all about 
the gunman’s horrible act. I still 

believe in Islam and conservatism. Furthermore, after 
reading his manifesto, this man is just a mentally un-
stable person. My heart goes out to anyone affected by 
the event, regardless of their religion or political affil-
iations. 

Events that spark political polarization are so sim-
ple. People like to live under false assumptions, and 
whatever fits their needs to be happy becomes a reality. 
Therefore, they start labeling each other as different. 
They prefer to be tribal, rather than communal. That’s 
how humans function, and this event is a prime exam-
ple of it. Rather than supporting the victims, people 
choose to pick sides and explain why their side is bet-
ter, and the other side is an evil virus of Satan. We keep 
overshadowing horrendous acts by choosing to pick a 
side because that’s how we function. 

The gunman knew this characteristic about humans, 
and we fell right into his trap. These types of events are 
inevitable, and they will continue to happen, as long 
as terrorists understand that throwing an apple into the 
crowded hall of discourse will make everyone fight 
over who is the fairest of them all.

Political Theatre of the 
Christchurch Shooting by Zain Machaal

The Trojan Voice | Opinion
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I’ve had a problem for the last three years that has nev-
er completely subsided. I keep getting irrationally angry out 
of nowhere; like throwing things and screaming at the top 
of my lungs while crying headachey, frustrated tears. There 
were patterns; it would usually happen when I was cleaning 
my kitchen, but I could never pinpoint what the cause was. 
All I knew was that something was wrong, until my mom 
brought up that it was always happening right before I got 
my period. It didn’t seem like the normal premenstrual syn-
drome (PMS) though, surely not every woman got THAT 
uncontrollably angry every month, right? 

My mom also mentioned that she went through the same 
thing and eventually stopped taking birth control pills be-
cause of it. For medical reasons, I did not have that option, 
so I ended up switching mine to see if that would help. Un-
fortunately, it only made minor improvements to my mood. 
Recently, as a consequence of my anger, I took to the inter-
net to see if there was any science behind the birth control 
affecting my mood. 

In my research, I stumbled across an article from the 
website Bustle.com called: “Signs Hormonal Birth Control 
Is Messing With Your Mental Health.” The author, Gina M. 
Florio, did an interview with Julie Holland, a psychiatrist 
specializing in psychopharmacology, who also wrote a book 
called “Moody Bitches” about how birth control affects 
women’s mental health. Two of the signs discussed were: 
constant arguing and inexplicable hostility. These symptoms  
sounded pretty familiar to me. 

They explained that estrogen, one of the hormones found 
in birth control, is closely linked with serotonin, a feel-good 
chemical in the brain. According to Integrativepyschiatry.
net, when estrogen rises, so does serotonin.

However, the Bustle.com article stated that: “Estro-
gen causes the manufacture of a serotonin receptor called 
5HT2A,” which among other things mediates effects of 
hallucinogens like LSD. They also mention that one-third 
of women have variations on this receptor called polymor-
phisms. The National Institute of Health says these varia-
tions cause anger during times of hormonal shifts. High es-
trogen and low progesterone levels, womensday.com says, 
can also throw off your serotonin levels during PMS. The 
serotonin level problems not only cause aggression but also 
depression and anxiety.

However, if I’ve learned anything in researching this top-
ic, it is that researching hormones creates high levels of con-
fusion. Doing this research actually served as a punishment 

for my hostility toward other people.
But I also did this investigation because something felt 

wrong, and I urge all people, especially women, to do the 
same thing; advocate for your own health. Do the necessary 
research, and talk to the appropriate doctors. I suggest that 
you talk with your family about it because together you may 
recognize family patterns of behavior.  There are cases of 
miniature seizures being reported as anxiety, and of ovarian 
cancer going overlooked because no one spoke up or they 
weren’t taken seriously.

Hormones are incredibly tricky and affect everyone dif-
ferently. If you are not currently on a hormonal birth control 
and are experiencing mood swings during PMS, getting on a 
birth control regimen may actually help you. However, like 
me, if you are already on birth control and are experiencing 
wide ranges of emotions, there may be something else going 
on.

Symptoms can often be vague and mistaken for some-
thing else. If something feels off, even after diagnosis, don’t 
let it go ignored. No one knows your body better than you. 

It Might Not Just be PMS:
Hormones, Brain Chemicals and Your Period
by Samantha Mannion

The Trojan Voice | Opinion
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College Expectation Pressure
by Taylor Drumm

Many students, especially seniors and juniors, feel 
the constant pressure of having to know what their 
whole lives will entail by the young age of 18. As a 
freshman, I experience the stress as well. 

When I started high school, the main thing I was told 
was that freshman year is important because it’s the 
foundation of your high school career. I felt the need 
to get perfect grades, join every club possible and have 
a full schedule while also trying to maintain my sanity. 
I got involved as much as possible; I am in AFJROTC 
and have a staff job right now, I write monthly stories 
for the Trojan Voice, and I volunteer as much as I can, 
so I can be competitive when I apply to college in the 
future. 

But, according to the Bureau of Labor Statistics, only 
69.7 percent of high school graduates in 2016 were en-
rolled in college. So, if 30 percent of us aren’t going to 
attend, why is college pushed so intensely?

Many factors go into whether someone will go to 
college or not: family environment, economic status  
and motivation are only a few. For me, my parents have 
been pushing for me to go to college since I was born. I 
understand that they want what’s best for me, and they 
think the best option for a good job is a college degree, 
but I know very little about what makes a college suit-
ed to me. How do I choose the right major? How I’m 
going to pay for it, so I don’t end up in massive debt?

In 2015, the National Center for Education statistics 
indicated that tuition costs rose 33 percent in the last 
decade. My parents don’t make a lot of money, and I 
don’t have a job. There is an option at some colleges 
to pay for tuition over a course of a chosen amount of 
months. But, to do that, I would need to make a certain 
amount of money every month to pay it off that way. 
According to collegescholarships.org, graduates from 
a four-year college or university have an average of 
$26,000 in debt. So, even if I apply for loans, grants, or 
get scholarships, I will still end up in debt. 

Another reason college talk stresses students out 
is that many students, including myself, have no idea 
what they want to for a living. I do have a few ideas, but 
even with Career Cruising’s  personality and skill tests, 
I still feel lost. 

I also don’t understand how I am supposed to make 
a successful transition into independence while balanc-
ing school, work, family, social life and being a healthy 
person. The first year of college is most people’s initial 
taste of reality. College students have to pay for hous-
ing, food, and other necessities, and still put money 
away for next semester’s tuition. I can’t imagine how 
college students save any money while working a min-
imum wage job for $7.25 an hour. Some college stu-
dents have two jobs, but it is very stressful, considering 
they also have to go to school, study, sleep and eat. 

According to a study done by publicagenda.org, the 
main reason why students dropped out was because it 
was too hard to support themselves and go to school at 
the same time. 

While college can be a great path for some students, 
I don’t think it should be presented as the best, or only, 
option.  There are many other options besides college 
such as: the military, trade schools or going straight into 
the workforce. Instead of the constant talk of college 
plans, I would really like to hear from people who have 
taken another path in life and succeeded.
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Students begin feeling the pressue of going to col-
lege early on, but some wonder why they don’t 
hear more about other paths to success. 



Helpful or Harmful: 
The Evil Queen, a second year 
feature writer on the Trojan Voice 
Staff, specializes in advice you 
may not want to take. Known for 
her witty, sarcastic and even evil 
outlook on the world, she puts 
diabolical thought into the con-
cerns McDowell students sub-
mit to her. 

Evil
Queen 

Q: Q:

A: A:
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Prom is right around the corner, 
and I really want a date this year! 
How do I find a boy to go with, 

so I can go in a group with my boo’d-up 
friends?

— Princess Ana

What men search for in a potential prom 
date is a woman who can shake it! Begin ex-
hibiting your dancing skills at all opportune 

times, such as during the Pledge of Allegiance, after 
you turn in your math test or when you’re in the chick-
en bowl lunch line. 

The second most important thing men look for in 
a prom date is a woman who can walk like a model 
in heels. Purchase a few selections of five-to-six-inch 
stilettos and wear them to school each day. Practice 
striding off curbs, traveling the walkway, descending 
stairs and participating in dodgeball in gym class. Your 
training is complete once you have accomplished the 
Pacer Test in your new go-to shoes. You will be the 
only prom attendee that has the stamina to keep her 
shoes on all night. The men will be swooning. 

According to Tony Sierra, Public Relations Director 
of the Gentlemen’s Association and second block gym 
class line dancing champion, the third most important 
factor in prom date selection is, “She must at least be 
an orange belt in karate, but a black belt is preferred.” 
He claims this is because it shows she is a “strong, 
independent” woman. But I think he wants someone 
to protect him during any potential ruckus of the prom 
scene. Agile combat skills are helpful, especially if you 
can’t afford your own private henchmen, like moi.

My boyfriend won’t stop watch-
ing Game of Thrones constantly. It 
makes me feel like we are losing 

the spark in our relationship. How do I get 
him to stop obsessing over this show and 
focus more on me?

—  Alice from Wonderland

If you heed my advice, you won’t just have a 
spark, but a raging inferno of passion. Often 
times, relationships get stale due to predict-

able patterns of behavior (ahem… you watching your 
boyfriend watch Game of Thrones). You must break 
the pattern by forcing your special someone to en-
gage in new activities with you. Take your partner on 
an adventure destined to make his heart race. If you 
can deliver new excitement to him, he will be hooked 
on you like season three of Game of Thrones.

I suggest attending the Pittsburgh Renaissance Fes-
tival. If your boyfriend is into Game of Thrones, try the 
latest trend of  Cosplay. Surprise him by dressing up in 
a medieval gown with a sleeveless tunic. Arrive on his 
front porch with a large wheel of cheese, raw ham and 
a two-person pop-up tent in your trunk. Remember to 
speak only in a Northern Westeros dialect to give him 
the full effect. Then whisk him away for a day only Tyri-
on Lannister would love. 

The Pittsburgh Renaissance Festival is Aug. 17-18, 
24-25, and 31. If your schedule’s already booked, you 
can attend on Sept. 1-2, 7-8, 14-15, or 21-22. If your 
parents still dictate your decisions, you may want to 
leave them a note saying they can reach you by raven 
at 112 Renaissance Lane, West Newton, Pa.

The Trojan Voice | Advice



advice for McDowell

If you are seeking advice, please email 
helpfulorharmfuladvice@gmail.com

Prince 
Charming

Prince Charming is a new addi-
tion to the Trojan Voice Staff this 
year. If you are lucky enough to 
have him answer your question, 
you will find his advice to be 
thoughtful and encouraging, as 
it is meant to assist you in your 
predicament.   

Q:

A:

Q:

A:
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How can I tell if someone is flirting 
with me or just being nice? People 

tell me I miss it when someone flirts with 
me, but I just don’t see it! 

— Rapunzel

When it comes to either ladies or gentlemen 
conveying their romantic emotions, some 
signals can get lost in translation. Back in my 

adolescent years, I used a few indicators to flirt with my 
glorious Snow White. 

The first was the way I looked at her. If she was in the 
vicinity, and something significant occured, the first per-
son I would find was Snow. I did my very best to catch 
her eye to share that moment and foster a new connec-
tion. If you notice someone glancing your way often, 
chances are they are interested in getting to know you 
better and are waiting for your reaction. 

Along with that, one might notice that he or she oc-
casionally teases you in a sweet and playful way. If this is 
apparent, they will most likely poke fun at you for things 
they notice about you that make you unique. They 
might even bump into you or nudge you in the hallway. 
You know someone is really flirting with you, if they try 
to get physically close to you. This can be evident if the 
person tries to sit next to you more or even asks to hang 
outside of your school or friend group. 

The way people flirt can vary from one person to an-
other, but these were some of the signals I sent Snow 
White. I hope this might help you recognize who is and 
isn’t flirting with you and maybe you’ll even use these 
techniques on a special young lad or damsel you have 
in mind.

Why is it that some students give 
the kindest of us substitutes the 
hardest time? Why do they think it 

is acceptable to be loud, disrespectful and 
demeaning when we are just trying to do 
our jobs?

— Mary Poppins

The duties of a substitute teacher can be ex-
tremely challenging when students view class 
as an opportunity to goof off because their 

normal teacher is not present. These individuals are un-
der the false notion that disrespect toward the tempo-
rary fill-in won’t result in negative repercussions.

This outlandish behavior can be discouraging and 
frustrating for you as a dedicated McDowell substitute, 
but remember that the students aren’t misbehaving to 
wage war on you personally. It is more likely they are 
disrespecting the undervalued position, not you as a 
human being. 

Students should be reminded that substitutes have 
vital roles in the McDowell community to keep order in 
the absence of a teacher. Your job should be respected 
and admired because you are doing the best you can 
in an atypical and constantly changing classroom envi-
ronment. Please know the hard work of substitutes is 
immensely appreciated by the thoughtful faculty and 
students, even if you feel underappreciated by a select 
few.
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Unlikely Ugliness
Chapter Seven
by Christina Kljunich 

Fiction

To be continued...

If you’ve missed any of the previous 
chapters or would just like to reread 
them, visit trojantimesonline.com under 
the A&E tab for the whole  story.

Ivana stepped through the threshold of the door, squinting 
her eyes at the blinding light that impaired her vision. For a 
moment, she couldn’t see anything, then the blinding light 
went away as if a giant blew it out like a candle. She was 
outside now, smelling the musty air and hearing the sweet, 
tender calls of birds. The wet grass was a yellowish green, 
and the sun peeked out from behind the clouds, eager to wit-
ness the adventures of the children. 

She turned her attention to a little boy who was teasing 
a white kitten with a strand of string. Realizing it was her 
brother, she cried out, “Emil!” and lunged toward him. She 
wrapped her arms around him tightly, overjoyed she had 
found him. When she looked up from their hug, she saw a 
few other kids that she guessed were the other lost siblings. 
The ones she had been with were hugging each other with as 
much love as she was hugging her own brother.

“Are you okay?” she asked frantically, searching Emil’s 
face for any bruises or cuts. 

He pushed off her hand when she started to poke and 
stretch his face, but he smiled at her. “Yes, I’m fine.” 

“Lay off the poor lad, would you, mother hen?” Kye said 
to her. 

“Don’t be rude to her,” said a boy that looked exactly like 
him. He turned his attention to her after embracing a girl that 
looked like Ailith. “Nice to meet you. I’m Kieran.” 

They shook hands, and then the other kids introduced 
themselves to her. The girl who looked like Ailith was 
named Davina, and by the looks of it, knew Kieran from 
a while back, because he hugged her before he hugged his 
own brother. The boy with the same blonde hair as Lorelei 
was named Cedric, who was very kind and polite when he 
introduced himself to her. Ivana felt happy she had possi-
bly made new friends but was saddened by the fact all their 
parents were dead, and they had to grow up without proper 
guidance just like she had. She didn’t like that it was de-
pressing circumstances that brought them all together. 

“What’s that?” Davina asked Ailith, referring to the book. 
While she explained, the others were incredibly fascinated 
as well as sad.

“Wait,” said Emil. “Why did they give you guys a book 
but not us?”

Ivana shrugged, “They said it was their only copy. Per-

haps we were the first ones they saw?”
“Well,” Kye voiced, snatching the book from Ailith, “they 

were right to give it to us. I doubt they would have trusted it 
with the likes of Davina.” At that, Davina turned red in the 
face with anger, and Ivana wondered how they knew each 
other.    

“How dare you say that to me sister?!” Ailith fumed. 
“Ivana’s right; your manners have picked up their bags and 
left town with a middle finger in the air!” She reached for the 
book, but he tauntingly stretched out his arm to the sky, so 
she couldn’t touch it. “Stop being such a child!”

“Calm down,” said Ivana. “We have to figure out where 
we’re going and what to do. The Moggies trusted us with 
this mission for a reason so let’s not disappoint them. If we 
do, we disappoint our parents.” That struck something with 
the two of them, so they stopped fighting. 

The kitten that Emil was playing with earlier brushed up 
against Ivana’s ankle and looked up at her with what she 
could only see as a smile. She crouched down to pet it, and 
it lovingly accepted the gesture. It then trotted toward the 
forest that was a few miles away, but still visible. It looked 
back at her, and she realized that it was trying to get her to 
follow. “Let’s go,” she said. “If this is as urgent as that crea-
ture made it seem, we should treat it as such.” The others 
agreed and started following her. 

The air turned sweet and the sun came out from hiding 
to join them on their adventure. Ivana looked back at Kye 
who was intently reading something in the book, and then at 
Ailith who was behind him, trying to read over his shoulders. 
He pushed her away, and in a quick reaction, she pushed him 
back. He scoffed and pushed her once more, only to have her 
hit his arm hard enough for him to drop the book. The book 
landed in a giant patch of fresh mud, soaking its pages with 
the dull brown. 

Their mouths gaped open.  

The Trojan Voice | Fiction


